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A fenntarthato telepiilésfejlesztés vizsgalata a
Velencei-t6 térségében’
Investigating sustainable settlement development in the Lake Velence area
ABSZTRAKT

Jelen tanulmany vizsgélatainak kézéppontjaban a Velencei-to térségében talalhato telepiilések fenn-
tarthatosaga 4ll, kiemelten Velence és Gardony varosok, melyek a térséget érintd turisztikai nyomas
koézéppontjdban allnak. A munka elején, kozvetleniil fenntarthatosag és a turisztikai desztinacio-
menedzsment fogalmi bemutatasat és a Velencei-t6, valamint turizmusanak jellemzését kdvetden

crer

crer

kornyezet fenntarthatdsaga all, mig Velence esetében a tarsadalmi aspektus szerepel nagyobb hang-
sullyal. A vizsgélattal meghatdrozasra keriiltek az erésségek és a hidnyossagok, mely eredményekkel
Osszhangban allnak a tanulmany masodik felében bemutatott indikator alapt értékelés eredményet,
amelynek alapveto célja a vizsgalt térség fenntarthatdsagi rangsoranak felallitasa volt. A sorrendben
20102018 kozotti valtozasok irdnyat és mértékét vettiik figyelembe, majd 6sszehasonlitottuk a 2018.
¢vi abszolut adatsorral. Velence és Gardony az eldbbi felmérésben a kozépkategoériaban foglal helyet
fenntarthat6sag szempontjabol, mig az utdbbi sorban Velence a legjobbak kozott szerepel.

Kulcsszavak: desztinaciomenedzsment, helyi fenntarthatosag, telepiilésfejlesztés, fenntarthatosagi rangsor

ABSTRACT

The focus of the present study is the sustainability of the settlements in the Lake Velence area,
especially Velence and Gardony, which are at the center of pressure by tourism in the area. At the
beginning of the study, immediately after the introduction of the concepts of sustainability and tour-
ism destination management and the characterization of Lake Velence and its tourism, a comparative
assessment of the Integrated Settlement Development Strategies of the cities of Velence and Gardony
is presented. Gardony’s strategy focuses on the sustainability of the economy and the urban and
natural environment, while Velence has a stronger social aspect. The study determined the strengths
and weaknesses, which are in line with the results of the indicator-based research presented in the
second part of the study that aimed to establish the sustainability ranking of the region. We considered
the direction and extent of changes between 2010 and 2018 and compared it with the absolute data
series for 2018. Velence and Gardony are in the middle category in the sustainability rankings, while
Velence is among the best in the latter.

Keywords: destination management, local sustainability, settlement development, sustainability ranking
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BEVEZETES

A tudatos desztindcidmenedzsment az utdbbi évtizedek tendencidinak megfelelden rendkiviil fon-
tossa valt a ndvekvo turistatomegeket vonzo helyszineken, nemcsak kiilf6ldon, hanem hazankban is,
melyek kozé a Velencei-to kdrnyéke is sorolhatd. Személyes tapasztalataink és eddigi vizsgalataink
egyarant motivaltak és megerdsitették benniink az elhatarozast, miszerint Magyarorszdg harmadik
legnagyobb tavanak turisztikai fejlddését érdemes fenntarthatdsagi szempontbol is goresé ala venni.

A vizsgalt teriileten szerzett személyes tapasztalatok alapjan is megallapithato, hogy a koradbban
szinte csak szabadstrandokbol all6 topart (sok helyen fejlett infrastruktura teljes hidnyaban) egyre
nagyobb része beépiilt, és kiilonbozé funkcioju teriileteket keritettek le €s alakitottak at. Ezzel
egy idében erdteljesen megfigyelhetd tendenciat mutatott az allando lakos/nyarald arany jelentds
novekedése: a térség Budapest és Székesfehérvar agglomeracigjava valt. E hatdsok Osszefliggését és
kapcsolatat a to allapotanak fejlédésével fontosnak tartottuk feltarni vizsgalataink soran.

A turizmus koradbban is meghatarozd szerepet toltott be Velence és Gardony varosok fejléddésében,
am ez napjainkra tovabb erdsodott, az iddszakos (jellemzden nyadron érkezd) turistatomegek pedig
gyakran a helyiek jolétének csokkenését vontdk maguk utan tobb okbol kifolyolag is. A természeti
kornyezetre is komoly nyomast helyezett ez a tendencia, melyhez az utobbi években tapasztalhato
sz€lsoséges 1ddjarasi jelenségekkel egyiitt jard klimavaltozas is egyre jelentdsebb mértékben hoz-
zajarult. Mindezen jelenségeket felismerve Velence és Gardony vezetése jelentds fejlesztéseket vett
tervbe, mely néhany ponton megvaldsitasra keriilt, masok pedig még napjainkban is folyamatban
vannak. Ezek tobbnyire a helyiek igényeihez igazodva szamos beruhazast jelentettek az utobbi 20
évben, am a terv és az azota lathato fejlédési irany megitélésiink szerint azonban csak kis mértékben
fokuszalt a természeti kornyezet és ezen belill a t6 megovasara.

A természeti kdrnyezet szerepének és megdvasanak fontossagat, valamint a fenntarthato intéz-
kedések sziikségességét a to 2021-es drasztikus allapotromlasa, mint példaul a t6 haldllomanyanak
nagymeértékli pusztulasa, a t6 vizszintjének drasztikus csokkenése és a nem megfeleld vizmindség
(melynek kovetkeztében tobb strandot a f6szezonban ideiglenesen lezartak) még inkabb alatamasz-
totta. A helyi gazdasagi, tarsadalmi viszonyokat nagyban befolyasolod to értéke kétségkiviil tobb
szempontbdl is értékelhetd, és a vizsgalatok alapjan lehatarolhato sziikséges 1épések megvaldsitasa is
nélkiilozhetetlen ahhoz, hogy a t6 a kdvetkezd nemzedékek szdmara is megfeleld szinvonalu szolgal-

tatasokat nytjthasson a jovOben.

SZAKIRODALMI ELOZMENYEK

A fenntarthato (to)turisztikai desztinaciomendzsment

A Fold, ahol éliink véges természeti erdforrasokkal rendelkezik, melyek tilhaszndlata az egyes

eréforrasok (pl. nyersanyagforrasok kiapadasdhoz, ivovizkészletek elhasznalasahoz) eltiinéséhez
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vezethetnek. Fenntarthatdsagi elemzési keretrendszer kidolgozasa soran alapvetéen harom dimenziot
célszerii figyelembe venni:
1. a szocialis dimenzi6 egyfajta célkitiizésként jelenik meg, a jelenlegi életmindség és -szinvonal
fenntartasara, illetve az egyre jobb élet biztositasa minden ember érdeke;
2. a gazdasagi dimenzid a problémat eszkoz oldalrol kozeliti meg €s a termelés, szolgal-tatas szere-
pét emeli ki;
3. az Okologiai pedig a kornyezeti tényez6t vizsgalja, melyet dontésink soran mindig szem eldtt
kell tartanunk, €s az erre valo tudatos odafigyelés a modszer, mely segit csokkenteni az emberi

cselekvések kornyezetkarositd hatasat.

E harom tényez6t egységben, egymassal kolcsonhatasban kell tekinteni, egyiket a masiktol kiilon nem
célszerll értelmezni, mivel szorosan dsszefiiggenek, €s az egyik dimenzié szemszogébdl meghozott
dontés kovetkezményekkel lesz a masik kettdre is (Valko, 2003), ami a tavi desztinaciok esetében
kiemelt jelentdséggel birhat (Pomucz & Csete, 2015). Barmilyen térségi vagy agazati fejlesztés
fenntarthatdsagi atmenettel valo Osszefiiggéseinek vizsgalatarol legyen is sz, a kiilonféle érintettek
tudatossaganak jelent6sége is kiemelt szerepet tolt be a jovobeli folyamatok alakuldsaban (Zoldy et
al., 2022).

A fenntarthatd desztinaciomenedzsment fejlodését meghatarozzak a kulcsfontossagu szereplok
interakcidi, mely szereploket a VICE-modell foglalja 6ssze. A VICE az angol latogat6 (visitor), ipar
(industry), kozosség (community) €s kdrnyezet (environment) szavakbol tevodik dssze. Nagy hatassal
van az iparra a latogatok és a kozosség, a latogatdkra hatassal van a k6zosség €s az ipar, valamint a
kozosségre is hat a masik két szerepld. Mindemellett a legfontosabb, hogy e harom szereplonek jelen-
t0s hatdsa van tevékenységeik sordn a kornyezetre, mely kdzponti helyet foglal el a modellben (Bacsi
et al., 2014). Tehat olyan mddon kell megtervezni és végrehajtani egy adott teriilet fejlesztéseit, mely
lehetdvé teszi minden tényez6 (foleg a természeti, tarsadalmi, gazdasagi) pozitiv irdnyu valtozasat,
anélkiil, hogy egyik a masik javara kihasznalasra vagy talhasznalésra keriilne (Ldrincz et al., 2020).
fgy pl. nem lehetséges csupan gazdasagi érdekeket tekintve engedni a talturizmus (,,overtourism’)
karos hatédsait szabalyozas nélkiil hagyni, hiszen a természeti értékek elhanyagolasa hosszu tavon
annak allapotromlasdhoz vezet, illetve tovagylirizé hatasként a gazdasagi érdekek ellen van. A
fenntarthatdsagon beliil a tarsadalmi és gazdasagi érdekek érvényesiilése mellett a mai gyakorlatban
gyakran eltorpiil a természeti érdekek védelmének hangsulyozasa: a “magyar tarsadalom értékrend;é-
ben az anyagi biztonsag, illetve jolét megszerzése kiemelt helyen szerepel, a kdrnyezet mindségének,
szolgaltatasainak értékelése nem megfeleld sulyu” — all a Nemzeti Fejlesztési Koncepcid értékelé-
sében (Nemzeti Fejlesztési Koncepcid, 2013, p. 49). Hajlamosak vagyunk a természeti értékeket a
klimavaltozas lathato karos kovetkeményei ellenére is allandonak és 6roknek tekinteni, &m oltalom és
megfeleld beavatkozas nélkiil fennall a veszélye egyes természeti értékek elvesztésének.

A fenntarthaté desztinaciomenedzsment kiilonosen fontos szereppel bir turisztikai helyszinek
esetén, hiszen a ,turisztikai funkcido megjelenése (...) nemcsak a teriilethasznalat atalakuldsat hozta

magaval, hanem az érintett telepiilések belso strukturajanak megvaltozasat is” (Remenyik et al., 2012,
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p. 10). Eszerint az ilyen jellegii telepiilések onkormanyzatai gyakran csupan a turistak altal leginkabb
latogatott varosrészeket fogjak fejleszteni, a tobbi rész elmaradott lesz, a belsd kiilonbségek megno-
nek. A klimabarat és fenntarthato telepiilésfejlesztés nem engedi meg egyes varosrészek leszakadasat,
fejlesztései az egész telepiilés kozosségének szolgalatara kell, hogy valjanak (Szlavik & Csete, 2004;
Csete, 2006; Csete, 2007).

A turizmus és a desztinaciomenedzsment nagymértékben hozzajarulhat a fenntarthatd fejlodés
Agenda 2030 célok (Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs) eléréséhez. A turizmus iparag a fog-
lalkoztatassal hozzajarul a szegénység €és ¢hezés megeldzéséhez a munkaerd keresethez juttatasaval
(I=2. célok), valamint a megfeleld0 munkaerd-oktatas €s szakemberképzés a mindségi turisztikai
szolgaltatasokhoz, szallashelyszolgaltatashoz és vendéglatashoz, de egy turisztikai desztinaci6 meg-
felel6 menedzseléséhez is elengedhetetlen (mikdzben a 4-es, mindségi oktatas célt szolgalja). Egy jol
miikodoé turizmusra €piilé gazdasag fejlédése maga utan vonja a helyi kdzosség jolétének ndvekedését,
illetve a turizmusbdl szarmaz6 bevétele egy teriiletnek fordithatd mas, példaul a kozosség egészség-
tigyének fejlesztésére (3. cél). A kiilonbozo tarsadalmi és gazdasagi fenntarthatosadgi szempontok
mellett a turizmus €s annak megfeleld koordindlasa, szabalyozasa fontos szerepet jatszik a vizi és
szarazfoldi élovilag megdvasaban, nem csupan a szennyezeés- ¢s fogyasztascsokkentésben, de a szem-
I¢letformaléasban is (14—15. célok; UNWTO, 2021). A sikeres desztinaciomenedzsmentet egy adott
teriileten olyan szemszogbdl is érdemes lehet megvizsgalni, hogy hany fenntarthatosagi célt szolgal
az intézkedéseken keresztiil és milyen mértékben. Ez Osszehasonlitasi alap lehet mas teriiletekkel
vald Osszehasonlitas soran.

Kifejezetten a toturizmus fenntarthatdé menedzselésének vizsgalatara fokuszaldéan kevés nem-
zetkozi (Bhuiyan ez al., 2016; Shamim, 2012; Mavrommati et al., 2014; Chen et al., 2017) és hazai
kutatas (LOrincz et al., 2020; Pomucz & Csete, 2015) allt rendelkezésre. Hianypo6tlé médon az ESPON
2020-ban Europa nagy tavainak térségét vizsgalta, melynek keretén beliil tobbek kozott a Balatonrol
is riport késziilt. A projektben magyar részrdl a Balaton Fejlesztési Tanacs és a HETFA Kutatéintézet
vett részt. A kutatas célja az volt, hogy minden érintett szdmara megfelel6 ajanlasokat fogalmazzon
meg a vizsgalt tavak menedzselésére, illetve a tobbi eurdpai to szamara teriiletspecifikus eldirasok,
korményzas €s kornyezetvédelmi szabalyozasok terén (ESPON, 2021a).

A Balaton ¢s térsége esetében olyan aspektusokat vizsgaltak, melyek barmely mas t6 elemzésekor
is helytall6 szempontok lehetnek, igy a Velencei-té esetében is (ez egy jovobeli kutatasi lehetdség).
Ezen szempontok teriileti analitikdhoz tartozé elemei kozott a to vizmindségét, az 6koszisztéma és
biodiverzitast, a régid tarsadalmi és gazdasagi helyzetét, a mezdgazdasagot €s €lelmiszer-eldallitast
talaljuk, a menedzsment tekintetében pedig az érintettek és kormanyzati szintek meghatarozasa mel-
lett a toval kapcsolatos problémak menedzselését, valamint a térség adaptacios kapacitasat vizsgaltak.
A felmeriilé kihivasoknal emlitik a 2000-es évek elején jelentkezd €és azodta konstans problémat
jelentd vizszintingadozast a Balaton esetében. Ezeket jelentds kutatasok €s megoldasi javaslatok
kisérték, am ezek eredményeképpen egy olyan jelentds beruhazas valdsult meg a partfalkiépitéssel

¢s esovizelvezetéssel, melyek a nem megfeleld infrastruktura-ellatottsag miatt helyi problémakat
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okoztak. A Balaton térsége azonban szamos jo gyakorlatot €s erdsséget hordoz, melyekbdl mas tavi
térségek tanulhatnak. Ilyenekre példak a sokrétli kutatasok a térségben, a névekvo pénziigyi keret, a
nagyszamu kisvallalkozas, az alacsony ipari szennyezettség vagy a magas ¢letszinvonal a part menti
teleptiléseken (ESPON, 2021a).

Ugyan az édesvizii tavak esetén természetes modon végbemend valtozasok is tapasztalhatok,
mint példaul az éghajlatvaltozas okozta problémak (pl. csapadékmentes idészakok okozta kiszara-
das) vagy a természetes eutrofizacio, mely a to liledékének ndvekedését, elmocsarasodasat jelenti,
az ember altal okozott szennyezés is nagymértékben gyorsitja e karos folyamatokat. Az utdbbira
példa a szennyviz édesvizekbe engedése, a mitragyazas, a foszfor tartalmu mososzerek novekvo
mértékii hasznalata, melyek mind a tavak algdsodasat, atlatszosaganak csokkenését és egyéb karos
hatasokat vonnak maguk utan. Ezen megallapitasokat alatdmasztotta egy Vollenweider-jelentés néven
megjelent kutatds, mely kifejezetten a tavak eutrofizacidja és az emberi tevékenység 0sszefiiggését
vizsgalta, kiemelve, hogy ezen hatasok még erdsebben jelentkeznek a sekély vizli tavak esetében.
Ezen karos hatasok mérséklése érdekében szabalyozasokat 1éptettek ¢életbe sok helyen, az éghajlati
kitettséget pedig a tarozok kiépitésével igyekeznek megfeleld korlatok kozott tartani és kezelni
(Vollenweider, 1982; Kutics, 2013). A tavak allapota és a koriilotte tapasztalhat turisztikai nyomas
vagy népességnovekedés kozott dsszefiiggés van, illetve a Velencei-td esetében is megfigyelhetd,
hogy a ,,kornyezetterhelés és a kdrnyezetszennyezés az agglomeracios folyamatok karos hatasai kozé
sorolhato” (Wirth, 2017, p. 80).

A 2018-ban megjelent Viziigyi Cselekvési Programban szamos javaslat keriilt megfogalmazasra
a vizzel kapcsolatos kihivasok lehetséges kezelésére és megoldasara. Ezek kozott szerepelnek olyan
javaslatok, melyek a dontéshozoi oldalnak relevansak, am a legtobb altalanosan mindenki szamara
megfogalmaz cselekvési vagy szemléletvaltoztatasi iranyokat. Ezek kozott szerepel, hogy fontos
figyelembe venni ,,az egészséges folyok, tavak, vizes €élohelyek és vizbazisok emberi életmindségre
gyakorolt hatdsat, és vegyiik szamitasba a természet szolgaltatasait”. Tehat a teljes gazdasagi értéke
szerint hozzunk dontéseket, figyelembe véve, hogy hosszl tdvon milyen kovetkezményekkel jarnak.
Ez hozzdjarul az édesvizek szennyezésének csokkentéséhez (esetleges megsziintetéséhez), €s igy
pusztulasuk megelézéséhez (Viziigyi EInoki Testiilet, 2018, p. 27). A vizvédelem tarsadalmi tudato-
sitasat eldsegiti, hogy fontossadgat mar a kdzoktatasban is kiemelik, illetve a vizfogyasztas €s vizes
¢lohelyek figyelembe vétele az ,,intézményi, infrastrukturalis és innovaciot érintd befektetésekre”
hatassal van (Viziigyi Elnoki Testiilet, 2018, p. 17). A vizvédelemhez szorosan kapcsolodik a fenn-
tarthatd vizfogyasztas, tehat az egy fore jutd vizhasznalat mérséklése, tudatossagra 6sztonzés. A
cselekvési programban konkrét javaslatként jelenik meg a felelds fogyasztok ,,anyagi 6sztonzokkel”
val6 tamogatasa, melynek hatékonysagat egyszeriien ellendrizni lehet az egy fore jutod vizfogyasztas
alapjan (Viziigyi Elnoki Testiilet, 2018).
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A Velencei-t6 térségének és turizmusanak jellemzoéi

A Velencei-t6 alapteriilete 26 km?, 4m teriiletének kozel harmada nadassal boritott. Atlaghémérsék-
lete viszonylag magas, kiemelkedd eurdpai szinten, és tobbek kozott az 4tlagos 1,5 m-es mélységének
kdszonhetd, hiszen rovid idon beliil atmelegszik a nappali 6rakban. A viz kifejezetten jot tesz orvosi
szempontbdl is a flird6zének, mert gazdag egyes asvanyi anyagokban (Pro Régio, 2012). Nyugati oblé-
ben kevesebb strandolasra kijeldlt hely talalhato, ugyanis itt teriil el 420 ha teriileten a Velencei-tavi
madarrezervatum ¢és Természetvédelmi Teriilet. Ez a teriilet szamos védett novény- és allatfajnak
nyujt otthont. A térségben a csapadék mennyisége 35—800 mm kdzott ingadozik, ami nagyon jelen-
tdsen befolyasolja az aktualis vizallast. A viz szabalyozasa fejlesztésre szorulna, jelenleg a tarozokkal
ellatott Csaszar-viz taplalja, és leengedni a Dinnyés-Kajtor-csatornan lehet egy zsilip segitségével
(Pro Régio, 2012). A topart legnagyobb részén mar nem az eredeti természetes allapotok uralkodnak,
kiilonboz6 funkcidju teriiletek, példaul strandok helyezkednek el. A természetes part menti névényzet
tehat szinte teljes mértékben atalakult, és érdekes megjegyezni, hogy ,.a természetkdzeli névényzet
teriileti aranya kisebb, mint ami a természetvédelmi oltalom alatt 4116 toparti teriiletek kiterjedésébdl
varhato lenne” (Boromisza, 2012).

A 6 vizellatast a Patkai és a Zamolyi tarozok biztositjak, melyek koziil az elobbi 7,85 millié m?,
mig utdbbi 4,5 millié m? viz tarozasara lenne alkalmas, mely adatok a kotrasok elmaradasa és a tavak
eliszaposodasa miatt mar nem helytallok. A Velencei-to vizszintcsokkenése, illetve gyakori tulme-
legedése tobbek kozott annak koszonhetd, hogy a vizgyljtdteriilete alapvetden vizhianyos, valamint
a tarozo tavak vizmindsége nem éri el a megfeleld szintet, melynek kovetkeztében a tarozokbol a
Velencei-toba engedett tulalgasodott viz jelentds mértékben ronthatné a lapos teriiletek allapotat —
tobbek kozott. A vizpotlds megoldasat neheziti, hogy a természetvédelmi, turisztikai és mas helyi
érdekek gyakran egymadssal ellentétben allnak (K6zép-dunantuli Viziigyi Igazgatosag, 2020).

A 2021-ben bekovetkezett halpusztulas {6 okai kozott a to egyes részein fellépd oxigénhianyos
kornyezet kialakulasa volt, mely az id¢jaras €s az alacsony vizallasnak is koszonhetd, melyre a viz
levegbztetése csupan ideiglenes megoldas. A t6 vizszintje 2016 oOta egyenld vagy alacsonyabb a
kijelolt 140—160 cm magas vizallasnal, 2021 juniusdban 98 cm-es adatot is mértek. Utantdltésére a
tarozok alacsony vizellatottsdga miatt a mesterséges vizpotlas lehetne a Viziigy szerint, am ez szintén
okologiai kérdéseket vet fel. A kozelben, szintén a Velencei-t6tol fiiggd Dinnyési Fertd és Dinnyési
Halgazdasag jovdje is a vizpotlas megoldasatol fligg (Regdanszki & Siklos, 2021). Bar biomérnoki
szakmai véleménybdl kideriil, hogy nem csupan az oxigénhiany, de az ammoniakoncentracié meg-
novekedése is vezethetett a halpusztuldshoz. Igy nem bizonyos, hogy a té feltoltése megoldana az
¢élévilagot érintd problémat, lehetséges, hogy csak id6t nyerne a koncentraciocsokkenés a végleges
megoldas megtalalasahoz, mely nem kizart, hogy nagy mennyiségben felhalmozddott iszapréteg egy
részének eltavolitdsa lenne hosszl tavon (Farago, 2021).

A kialakult helyzetért felel a szerepkordk tisztazatlansaga is. A to allapotdnak megdrzése a

kornyezd telepiilések dontéshozdinak, desztindcidmenedzsment és allami szervezetek feleldssége
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is. Egy kormanyhatarozat mar 2003-ben kimondta, hogy a t6 védelme alapvetd cél, melyen beliil a
vizmindség megorzése, megfeleld vizkészlet-gazdalkodas kialakitasa, a to vizhaztartasi viszonyai-
nak stabilizalasa, mederszabalyozasa kiemelten fontos. SO6t, mar ez a dokumentum is tartalmazott
olyan 6koszisztéma-kutatasi eredményeket (pl. kék alga megjelenését), melyek veszélyként I€phetnek
fel a jovoben, ezért nyomatékosan a fokozott ellendrzést €s beavatkozast javasolta a terv. A tarozok
allapotara vonatkozoan pedig tarozofelyjitasi programot szorgalmazott (Magyarorszag Kormanya,
2003). A t6 sorsa az emberek kezében van, €s a halpusztulas egy jel, hogy nagyobb figyelmet kell
forditani a to allapotanak megdrzésére €s javitasara. A Nemzeti Fenntarthato Fejlodési Tanacs 2019-
ben megjelent cselekvési terv javaslataban kifejezetten a természeti kornyezet szempontjabol irddott,
melyben kiemelik, hogy bar a természet altal biztositott 6koszisztéma-szolgaltatasok gyakran nem
nyilvanvalé mdodon, am nélkiilézhetetleniil szolgaljak a tarsadalmi, gazdasagi érdekeket, igy ennek
védelmén mulik egy teriilet jovdje. Ezenkiviil az utébbi évtizedek tendenciai azt mutatjak, hogy
az emberi terjeszkedés kozvetleniil (erddirtasok) vagy kozvetetten (karosanyag-kibocsatds miatti
¢ghajlatvaltozas) az élovilag gyors litemi pusztulasat eredményezte, ezért kulcsfontossagu a még
fennmaradt védett fajok ovasa. A dokumentum hivatkozik a magyar alaptérvény egyes vonatkozo
részeire is, melyek a kdrnyezeti értékek megovasara torekvést tizték ki célul, melyek elhanyagolasa
még a rovid- €s kozéptavon megfogalmazott stratégiai kormanycélokat is (kiemelkedd életmindség,
keresztény kultira megdrzése, az innovaciora alapuld versenyképes gazdasag) veszélyeztetnek a
Nemzeti Fenntarthato Fejlodési Tanacs (NFFT) szerint (NFFT, 2019).

A Velencei-to térségének torténelmét tekintve, a gazdasagi €s turisztikai fejlddésre nagy hatast
gyakorolt az 1931-ben megépiilt Balatoni ut, melynek kdvetkeztében megkezdddott a Velencén jelen-
1év6, meglévé kozségteriilet kornyékén a parcellazas, és sok fovarosi vasarolt telket kozel a tohoz. igy
1937 és 1967 kozott 23%-kal ndtt a helyi lakosok szdma. A telepiilési turizmus fejlddését tdmogatta
a vasutmegallo, a strandok kiépiilése, az ifjasagi szallo, valamit a velencei fiirdokultira. A turizmus
¢lénkiilését az akkori statisztikdkbol ismerjiik, 1939-ben tébb mint 2700 iidiilni vagydt szamolt a
Velencei-t6 kornyéke, majdnem 6tszor annyit, mint 3 évvel korabban. Azonban ez a késobbi dragulas
miatt csokkent. Az 1960-as évektol indultak el a nagyobb helyi beruhdzasok az elfogadott iidiilofej-
lesztési terv alapjan. 1968-ban pedig megépiilt az M7-es autout, mely €lénkitett az idegenforgalmon
is (Kupi, 2004).

Fontos kiemelni, hogy a Velencei-t6 turisztikai térsége nem egyezik meg a kozvetlen kdrnyezeté-
ben Iétrehozott jarassal mint kdzigazgatasi egységgel. Turisztikai jelentéséggel a Gardonyi jarasbol
mindossze hét telepiilés (Gardony, Pakozd, Pazmand, Velence, Sukor6, Kéapolnasnyék és Nadap)
rendelkezik (Wirth, 2017), és ez nagyban befolydsolja a jarason beliil a turizmussal érintett és nem
¢rintett teriiletek esetén tapasztalhatd kiilonbségeket.

A 2020-ban megjelent hatarozat szerint a Velencei-to térségét a ,,Budapest kornyéke turisztikai
térségbe” soroljak, melybe Székesfehérvar is beletartozik. Ez a fajta térséglehatarolas még tovabb
erositi a Velencei-to kornyéki telepiilések agglomeraciés meghatarozasat, am arra is ramutat, hogy

Onmagaban a Velencei-to térsége nem rendelkezik akkora turisztikai vonzerdvel és kiterjedéssel,
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hogy kiilon turisztikai térségként lehessen kezelni, mint példaul a Balaton koriil kijelolt térséget.
Erdekesség viszont, hogy az egészségturizmus szempontjabol kiemelkedd szerepe van Velencének és
a jarasi kozpontnak, Gardonynak, melyeket ,,orszagos, meghatarozo egészségturisztikai teleptilések-
nek” nyilvéanitottak a gyogyfiirdék megléte miatt (Magyar Turisztikai Ugynokség, 2021).

A telepiilések a to koriil nagyszamu sajat tidiilovel, hétvégi hazzal rendelkezd ,,turistat” vonzanak,
akik — bar idegenforgalmi adot nem fizetnek, és vendégeik sem — keresetiik egy részét az tidiilohe-
lyen és kornyékén fogjak elkolteni. Wirth Gabor 2016 és 2017 kozott végzett kérddives kutatasaban
vizsgalta, hogy a Velencei-tavat hasznalok milyen kikapcsolodasi lehetdségeket vesznek leginkabb
igénybe. Ennek eredményeként tobb mint 80% valasztotta a ,,fiirdés, strandolas™ lehetdségét, ami
messze megeléz minden mas opcid eldnyben részesitését,- - nem meglepé modon. Masodik helyen a
kerékparozas végzett 40% koriili értékkel, mely a t6 koriil épiilt kerékparut népszeriiségét igazolja.
Ez az eredmény is alatdmasztja a to kiemelkedd szerepét a térségben, f6 attrakcidnak szamit, és
ezen beliil is a strandokhoz k&tddo hasznositas a legjelentdsebb vonzereje a kornyezo telepiiléseknek,
igy Velencének is. A nagyobb varosok (Székesfehérvar, Budapest) kozelsége miatt a vendégéjszakak
szama a Velencei-to térségében alacsonyabb, mely az atlagosnal révidebb tartozkodasi idoben jelenik
meg, kivétel Sukord telepiilés esetében a 2014-es adatok szerint. Ezen kiviil egyértelmiien a belfoldi
turistak talstlya jellemzi a térséget (Wirth, 2017).

Az dnkormanyzati koltségvetés szempontjabol — kiilondsen Velence telepiilés esetén — fontos a
vendégéjszakak utan fizetett idegenforgalmi ado, illetve az iidiildhelyi ado, melyet a nyaralotulajdo-
nosok fizetnek. Velence esetében ez 2019-ben elérte a 89 millié Ft-ot, mely tobb mint kétszer annyi,
mint barmely mas telepiilési IFA a jarasban, a jarasi IFA 63%-a. Velencét koveti Gardony 42,6 millid
Ft-tal és Sukor6 8,5 millio Ft-tal. Bar Velencén realizalhato a legtobb vendégéjszaka és idegenforgalmi
ado, a Wirth altal végzett 2017-es turisztikai funkcidvizsgalat eredménye alapjan Gardony tekinthetd
az elsdnek a Velencei-to koriili telepiilések koziil a turisztikai intenzitast tekintve, hiszen meghaladja
Velencét tobbek kozott a szallashely-kihasznaltsag, a kiilfoldi vendégéjszakak szamaban (Wirth,
2017). Erdekes és nem meglep6 eredmény azonban, hogy Velence, Gardony és Sukoré realizélta a
jarasi IFA 99%-4t, tehat a jaras Velencei-t6 partjan elteriild telepiilései rendelkeznek csupan jelentds
bevétellel onkormanyzati szinten a turistakbol kdzvetleniil.
is kiemelik, melyek nemcsak a turizmussal kapcsolatban kapnak fontos szerepet, de a helyi k6zosség
¢s identitds szempontjabol is meghatarozok lehetnek. Az épitett kornyezet szempontjabol 1ényeges
kastélyépiiletek €és pincesorok tartoznak az értékek kozé, a tarsadalmi szempont oldalédn iskolak,
orvosi rendel6 és a kulturalis programoknal fontos EFOT T-fesztival helyszine. Természeti értékeknél
természetesen a Velencei-tavat mint 6koszisztémat emlitik €s egy€b helyi védettségeket, mint példaul
a Bence-hegyet. Infrastruktura terén a kozlekedést, igy a turistak szamara a telepiilés megkdozelitését
soroljak: a kerékparutat, vasutvonalat, P+R parkol6t €s a jo kozlekedési kapcsolatokat segit6 autoutvo-
nalakat. Az utolso kategoria a gazdasag, melybe a f6 turisztikai vonzerdnek szamité Velence Resort

and Spa, strandok ¢és kempingek, valamint a Velence korzd keriiltek. Velence tehat szamos értékkel



Nagy-Szijartd, Boglarka Csilla — Szalmané Csete, Maria -
A fenntarthaté telepiilésfejlesztés vizsgalata a Velencei-t6 térségében

rendelkezik, melyek a helyieket és latogatokat egyarant szolgaljak. (Velence Varos Onkormanyzata,
2016)

2021 januarjaban megvaldsult egy kutatas, melynek megrendeldje a velencei onkormanyzat, kivi-
telezdje pedig a Pearl Marketing & Management Kft. volt. Egy online kérddiv kitoltésén keresztiil a
helyi, t6 koriili lakosok €s nyaraldtulajdonosok véleményét mérték fel a turizmussal kapcsolatban. A
kitoltok tobb mint a fele velencei lakos volt, és a tobb mint 70%-a 25—60 éves, aktiv életkoru, valamint
érdekes, hogy szintén 70% koriili a legalabb 6 éve ott ¢lok ardnya a helyi kitoltok kozott. A kitdltok
80%-a egyetért, hogy viszonylag vagy egyértelmiien nagy szerepe van Velence telepiilés ¢letében a
turizmusnak, 4m 35,7% szeretne kevesebb turistat latni a jovoben. (Velence Varos Onkormanyzata,
2021) Ezzel szemben egy flirdovarosok korében végzett 2018-as kutatas eredménye azt mutatja, hogy
7 nagy népszeriiségnek o6rvendd hazai fiirdévaros atlagat tekintve minddssze 16,1%-a a lakosoknak
nyilatkozott tigy, hogy a turistak zavaré tényezoként jelennek meg a mindennapi életiik soran (Kobli,
2021).

Arra akérdésre, hogy milyen célkdzonséget szolitson meg Velence, a legtobb valaszt harom tényezd
kapta: kisgyermekes csaladok, strandolok (19,2%) és kerékparosok. Kozel 46%-a kitoltdknek (helyi-
ként) legalabb hetente egyszer a varos strandjai valamelyikét meglatogatja, mely alapjan elmondhato,
hogy a helyiek szintén aktiv haszonélvezdi a to adottsagainak. A kornyezeti aspektusok vizsgalatakor
55% ugy nyilatkozott, hogy az egynapos strandturizmus megterheli a kornyezetet €s szemetesse,
piszkossa teszi Velencét (56,4%). Ezzel ellentétben 63% szerint hianyzik az 6koturizmus a varos
turisztikai palettdjarol. A legnagyobb zajterhelést pedig nem meglepé modon a fesztival-és bulitu-
rizmushoz rendelték (55,2%). A tarsadalmi oldalrol érdekes fejlemény, hogy ugyancsak a fesztival-és
buliturizmus, valamint az egynapos strandturizmus a valaszadok egyharmada szerint kdzbiztonsagi
kockazatot jelent. A kulturalis programok pedig hidnynak szamitanak a kitoltok szerint, 43% 1-es
vagy 2-es értékelést adott az 5-bdl. A gazdasagi oldalt tekintve pedig 60—60% egyetért abban, hogy
a fesztival-és buliturizmus, valamint a wellnessturizmus jelentds bevételt hoz a varosnak (Velence
Varos Onkormanyzata, 2021). A polgarmester megitélése szerint célszerti a jovébeli fejlesztések
esetében a minél magasabb hozzaadott értékii, helyi sajatossagokra épiilé kozkedvelt szolgaltata-
sokban gondolkodni, mely tényezok egyuttal a latogatok Osszetételét is befolyasolhatjak. Ez alapjan
elmondhatd, hogy a vizsgalt térségben a jovoben a turizmus menedzselése és a nyjtott szolgaltatasok

mindségi fejlesztése keriil a kozéppontba.

A térség tarsadalmi trendjei

megye Gardonyi jarasaban talalhatd. A Velencei-t0 partjan elhelyezkedd telepiilés teriilete meghaladja
a 33 km?>-t. Az alland6 népessége 2019-ben 6720 f6 volt, igy jarasanak masodik legnépesebb telepii-
léseként tartjak szdmon. Népesség tekintetében kiemelkeddnek szdmit, hogy megyei szinten benne

van a top 10 legnagyobb népsiiriiségii telepiilésben, és ezzel az értékkel jarasanak vezetd telepiilését,
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Gardonyt is megeldzi. A vandorlasi egyenleget tekintve Velence (Gardony telepiilés utan) a masodik
helyen all Fejér megye telepiilésit tekintve (illetve a Gardonyi jaras 3 tovabbi telepiilése is szerepel
a top 10-ben), amibdl lathatd, hogy a Velencei-t6 térsége nagy népszertiségnek orvend a belfoldi
vandorlast tekintve. Ez utobbi eredmény orszagos szinten is kiemelkedd, messze az orszagos atlag
folott van (KSH, 2021).

Erdekes a Velencei-to esete és egyediilallo Magyarorszag toturizmusat és kornyezd telepiiléseinek
vandorlasi egyenlegét tekintve, ugyanis a Balatonnal és a Fert6-tonal sokkal kisebb mértékii, de
pozitiv értéket vett fel ez a mutatd, mig a Tisza-tonal negativat (Remenyik et al., 2012). Erdekesség a
Velencei-t6 esetében tovabba, hogy egy tanulmany alapjan Magyarorszag négy nagy tavanak (Bala-
ton, Velencei-to, Fert6-t6, Tisza-t0) kdrnyezo telepiilései koziil a Velencei-to kornyékén volt 2010-es
adat szerint a legmagasabb orszagos atlag 116%-al megegyez0 az egy fOre jutd jovedelme (Remenyik
et al., 2012).

A magas vandorlasi arany értelmében tehat a helyi lakosok szdma névekvo tendenciat kévet mind
a Gardonyi jaras, mind Velence varos esetében. Az jonnan betelepiild lakosok szamara azonban
nem ugyanazon értékek lesznek fontosak, mint a tésgyokeres lakosoknak, mindemellett az Gssze-
csiszolodas megkezdddott, €s a helyiek kdzos érdekérvényesitése egy oldalra allit minden lakost. A
lakossagszam-novekedés szamos helyi fejlesztést vont maga utan, melyek nagy része a csaladosoknak
kedvezett. Az 0 kitelepiilésiik vélhetden a kovetkezd években néni fog a COVID-19 hatasara is, hiszen
sokan a bezartsagot a pandémia karanténiddszaka alatt panel-lakasokban kellett, hogy atvészeljék.
A helyi lakosok névekedése a nyaralok aranyanak csokkenésével is jar, igy a nyari és foleg hétvégi
nyaralok egyre tobb ember nyugalmat zavarjak meg, mely konfliktushoz vezethet a két fél kozott.
Udiiléfalu jellegéhez hozzaadodik lassan az agglomeracids kertvaros jelleg. Wirth (2017) kutatasabol
kidertil, hogy bar hivatalosan ,,k6zigazgatasi, jogi értelemben a Velencei-to telepiilései nem sorolhatok
Budapest agglomeracios 6vezetébe, am a gazdasagi, népességmozgasi adatok alapjan az agglomeracios
hatés olyan erds, hogy gazdasagi értelemben a Velencei-to térségét mar agglomeracionak tekinthet-
juk” (p. 130). E kettdsség kezelése az onkormanyzaton €s a helyi turisztikai desztinaciomenedzsment

szervezeten is mulik.

MODSZEREK

Velence és Gardony integralt Telepiilésfejlesztési Stratégiajanak osszehasonlito
fenntarthatoésagi értékelése

A Gardonyi jarasban csupan Velence és Gardony rendelkezik varosi ranggal, melynek elnyerésével
a kiilonbozd fejlesztések és bovitések is megjelentek a térségben. Elmondhato, hogy Gardony mint a
jaras kozpontja és Velence, a helyi turizmusbol leginkabb profitald varosok nagyban befolyasoljak a

térség turisztikai és gazdasagi fejlodési iranyat. Wirth szerint a ,,Velencei-to turizmusfejlesztésének
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sikerét alapvetéen meghatarozza Gardony és Velence varosi funkcidinak bévitése” (2017, p. 132),
ezért a stratégijukkal kiemelten érdemes foglalkozni a t6 koriili fejlesztések vizsgalatakor.

A legfrissebb Integralt Telepiilésfejlesztési Stratégia 2016-ban kertiilt elfogadasra Velence Varos
Onkormanyzat Képviseld-testiiletének 281/2016. (X.27.) hatarozataval, mig Gardony vérosi rangban
1€vo telepiilés legfrissebb Integralt Telepiilésfejlesztési Stratégiaja 2015-ben keriilt kiadasra egy 2012-
ben elfogadott terv modositasaként, a kiilonb6z6 EU-s és hazai jogszabalyi valtozasokat figyelembe
véve. Kiilonosen a turisztikai desztinaciok teriiletén elhelyezkedo telepiilések szamara fontos, hogy
a stratégia a fenntarthatosag pilléreit figyelembe véve tartalmazzon célkitiizéseket. Egy telepiilésfe-
jlesztési terv alapveto kritériuma a ,,hosszutavu célokat kitizo, és a felé vezeto utat kijello stratégiai
gondolkodas” (Szalai & Fabula, 2021, p. 6).

A két telepiilés gazdasdga nagyban tamaszkodik a Velencei-to természeti értékein alapulod
turizmusra, emiatt nem csupan a tarsadalmi, gazdasagi célokra fokuszal a vizsgalat a stratégiak
Osszehasonlitasakor, hanem kiemelten a kdrnyezeti fenntarthatésag szempontjanak érvényesiilésére
is kitér. Az 6sszehasonlito értékelés az alabbiakban megfogalmazott pontok mentén késziilt.

1. Hany €s milyen prioritasokat jelol meg a stratégia?

2. Jovokép — milyen képet fest a teleptilésrol?

3. Atfogé célok milyen mértékben kapcsolodnak a jovoképhez, annak megvaldsitasahoz?

4. Hany tematikus célt és kulcsprojektet fogalmaz meg?

5. Hany és mely célok jarulnak hozza a tarsadalmi fenntarthatosaghoz?

6. Hany és mely célok jarulnak hozza a gazdasagi fenntarthat6saghoz?

7. Hany és mely célok jarulnak hozza a kornyezeti fenntarthatésaghoz?

8. Mely csoportok érintettek a célok megvaldsitasaban, melyek profitalnak a fejlesztésekbol?
9. Milyen klimaadaptacios torekvések jelennek meg a fejlesztésekben?

10. Egyenlé mértékben jarulnak-e hozza a célok €s intézkedések a fenntarthatosagi pillérekhez?

A telepiilések fenntarthatosagi indikatoralapu 6sszehasonlito értékelése

A kutatas ezen része azért bir fontossaggal a vizsgalt téma szempontjabol, mert a telepiilési fejleszté-
sek és onkormanyzas sikerességét a fenntarthatosagi indikatoron keresztiil mérhetjiik tobbet kozott.
A telepiilések koziil Velence és Gardony allt a kutatas kozéppontjaban eddig is, igy ezen telepiilések
eredményeire kiilon figyelmet érdemes forditani, &m a jarason beliili viszonyok feltérképezése célja-
bdl a jaras tobbi telepiilésének eredményei is fontosak.

Az indikator egy statisztikai adatokra tdmaszkodd mutatd vagy mutatok dsszessége, mely képes
egy adott vizsgalati teriiletet bizonyos szempontbol jellemezni, illetve ez alapjan teriiletek 6sszehason-
lithatok lesznek egymassal. A vizsgalatom helyi, telepiilési szinten zajlik, mely kdrében kifejezetten
fontos, hogy a kdzosség és a dontéshozok szamara egyértelmil adatokat szolgaltasson, melyek alapjan
a prioritasok és az azokban végbemend valtozasok kovethetdk legyenek. Az indikéatorok monitoro-

zasa ¢és az eredmények ismerete ndvelheti a fenntarthat6 fejlddésben az érdekelt felek elkotelezodését,
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felelosségiiknek érezhetik a javulasra vald torekvést, és az elért sikerek szintén Osztonzd hatassal
lehetnek . Eppen ezért az indikator részeként a mutatokat gy kell meghatarozni, hogy a helyiek sza-
mara fontosak legyenek valamilyen szempontbdl, hogy azonosulni tudjanak a problémaval (Szlavik
& Csete, 2004).

A fenntarthat6sagi indikator mutatoit a harom plusz egy alapvetd fenntarthatdsagi pillér alapjan
lehet osztalyozni. A Nemzeti Fenntarthato Fejlodési Keretstratégia ¢s a KSH alapjan: természeti
eroforrasok (pl. levego, éghajlat, viz), emberi/human eréforrasok (pl. demografia, életkoriilmények,
egészség), tarsadalmi eréforrasok (pl. anyagi biztonsag, bizalom, tarsadalmi aktivitas), gazdasagi
eroforrasok (pl. altalanos gazdasagi mutatok, foglalkoztatottsag, gazdasagi kapcsolatok) (KSH, 2019,
pp. 9-12).

A 2018-as kiadvanyban 6sszesen 103 mutat6t vizsgal a KSH, am jelen kutatdsban mindegyik cso-
portbdl 3-3 lett kivalasztva, a mutatok jellemzdit figyelembe véve a tarsadalmi €s emberi eréforras
mutatoi egy csoportba keriiltek. A mutatok értékeinek valtozasat bazisértékhez viszonyitva érde-
mes szamolni. A mutatok meghatarozdsahoz minden kategoridban a Kozponti Statisztikai Hivatal
TEIR-adatbazisanak interaktiv elemzdjének adatai szolgaltak alapul, hogy minden szempontnak
elegendé mutatd legyen rendelhetd. Elso 1épésként a bazisérték meghatarozasa utan megallapitasra
kertilt, hogy a mutatd6 milyen iranyu valtozasa (pozitiv vagy negativ) szolgalja a fenntarthatdsagot,
majd aszerint, hogy a kivant irdnyban valtozott az érték, kap pozitiv, semleges vagy negativ értéke-
1ést. Ez a KSH altal meghatarozott értékeléstipusok koziil a harmadik, és csak olyan mutatok kertiltek
jelen kutatasban kivalasztasra, melyek eszerint értékelhetok (KSH, 2019, p. 7).

A szazalékos értékekkel minden telepiilési értéket a sajat teljesitményéhez mértem, az abban valo
valtozas adja az 0sszehasonlitasi alapot a tobbi telepiilési értékkel. A bazisértékem minden mutato
esetén a 2010-es évi adat. A szdmitdsaim soran a 2018-as adatbol kivontam a 2010-es bézisadatai-
mat, majd ezt elosztottam a 2010-es bazisadattal, hogy megkapjam a %-os valtozast. A valtozdsok
iranyat és mértékét tekintve minden mutato esetén felallithatd egy sorrend a jaras telepiilései kozott.
A sorrendben a legjobb eredménnyel rendelkezo telepiilés kapja az 1-es szamot, mig a legrosszabbul
teljesité a 10-est. Igy az Gsszes mutatd Gsszevetése és a pontok Osszeszamlaldsa utan az a telepiilés
mondhat6 a leginkabb fenntarthatoénak a jarason beliil, amelyik a legkevesebb ponttal rendelkezik.

A mutatok az adatok vizsgalt idosorra vonatkoz6 elérhetdségét tekintetbe véve keriiltek kivalasz-
tasra, melyek az alabbiak:

Kornyezeti eroforras:

» Egy fore jutd szolgaltatott 6sszes villamos energia (1000 kWh), negativ tendencia kivanatos,
2018-as a legfrissebb adat (TEIR);

» Haztartasi gazfogyasztas (1000 m3/f6), 2019-es a legfrissebb adat, csokkend tendencia kivanatos
(TEIR);

» Egy fore jutd Osszes elszallitott hulladék mennyisége (tonna), alland6 népességi adatokkal sza-

molva, negativ tendencia kivanatos, 2018-as a legfrissebb adat (TEIR).
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Tarsadalmi/emberi erdforras:

* Vandorlasi egyenleg (ezrelék), ndvekvo tendencia kivanatos, 2019-es a legfrissebb adat (TEIR);

+ Oregedési mutato (f6), mely az 4llandd népességbdl a 0—14 évesre jutd 60—x évesek szamaval
egyenld, csokkend tendencia kivanatos, 2019-es a legfrissebb adat (TEIR);

» Telepiilési kdnyvtarak beiratkozott olvasodi (f6) népességaranyosan, allando népességi adatokkal
szamolva, novekvo tendencia kivanatos, 2019-es a legfrissebb adat (TEIR).

Gazdasagi erdforrasok:

* Nyilvantartott allaskeresék szdma a munkaképes korti népesség szazalékaban (%), csokkend
tendencia kivanatos, 2019-es a legfrissebb adat (TEIR);

* Egy lakosra juté 0sszes nettd jovedelem (Ft), pozitiv tendencia kivanatos, 2019-es a legfrissebb
adat (TEIR);

» Regisztralt vallalkozasok 4ltal foglalkoztatottak szama (f6), a 10-19, 20—49, 50-249 6t foglal-
koztato vallalkozasok koziil, a szamtani atlagot (felfelé kerekitve 15, 35 és 150) megszorozva a

vallalkozasok szamaval, ndvekvd tendencia kivanatos és 2019-es a legfrissebb adat (TEIR).

A vizsgalat soran az dsszehasonlithatosag érdekében a 2018-as adatok figyelembevételére keriilt sor,
a 2010-sel Osszehasonlitasban, annak ellenére, hogy szamos mutaté esetében mar 2019-es adat is
elérhetd volt. Bar e 3-3 mutaté nem alkalmas teljes mértékben a kiilonbségek feltarasara és részletes
vizsgélatra, mégis timpontot ad a térségi fenntarthatosag tekintetében a telepiilések dsszehasonlita-
sakor.

EREDMENYEK

Gardony és Velence Intergralt Telepiilésfejlesztési Stratégiajanak 6sszehasonlito
értékelése

1. Prioritasok. Gardony esetén a koncepcio harom teriiletet jelol meg prioritasai kdzott: a turizmusfe-
jlesztést (pl. fiirdofejlesztés, parti részek revitalizacidja, aktiv turizmus fejlesztése), infrastruktara- és
teleptilésfejlesztést (pl. széttagoltsagbdl eredd problémak csokkentése, lakoteriilet mennyiségi fejlesz-
tése, karakteresebb telepiiléskozpont kialakitasa) és a szervezet- ¢és intézményfejlesztést (pl.
Onkormanyzati szolgaltatasok ¢€s a telepiilésmarketing fejlesztése, vizpartisdg oktatdsba integralésa,
turisztikai informacids rendszer létrehozasa). Velence esetén négy fo prioritast jeloltek a jovobeli
tervekre: turizmusfejlesztés, gazdasagfejlesztés, infrastruktura és telepiilésfejlesztés, szervezet- és
intézményfejlesztés.

2. Jovokep. Velence varos jovoképe: ,,Velence varos viragzoé tidiildhely, regionalis turisztikai €s
kulturalis kozpont, egyuttal a helyi k6zosség mindségi lakohelye és €lhetd kornyezete”. Gardony
varos jovoképe: ,,A Velencei-t6 csaladbarat, aktiv, kozosségben gondolkodd, hangulatos és békés

fovarosa”.
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Velence estében a hangsuly a varos kettds szerepén van a jelmondat alapjan, mely jol visszaadja
Velence varos jellegét: egyszerre iidiilohely €s turisztikai célpont, de a turisztikai fejlesztések mellett
nem keriilhet hattérbe a lakohelyfunkcido sem, hiszen fontos a betelepiilok és Oslakosok életko-
riillményeinek mindségi fejlesztése és figyelembevétele. Ezzel szemben a szintén nagy turisztikai
vonzerdvel rendelkez6 Gardony a turizmust nem emliti a jovoképben. Gardony esetében érdekessége
e jelmondatnak, hogy nem a jaras vagy térség févarosaként emliti a varost, hanem a Velencei-to
(térségének) fovarosaként, ezzel kiemelve a varos szempontjabdl a t6 kozelségének meghatarozo
szerepét. Emellett nem egy nagyvaros nylizsgd belvarosa jut eszébe az embernek e mondat hallatan,
hanem egy nyugodt (de nem unalmas) és baratsagos, Osszetartd kozosséggel rendelkezd kisvaros,

3. Atfogé célok. Velence és Gardony esetében is 2 atfogd cél keriilt megfogalmazasra. Velence
esetén: ,,a teriileti kohézio, varosi identitas erdsitése, a lakok életkdriillményeinek mindségi javitasa”
¢és ,,a turizmuson alapul6, de szerteagazo €s erdsodo helyi gazdasag kialakitasa”. Gardony esetén:
,osszefogas a helyi vallalkozasok segitésére, a helyi termékek partolasara €s a velencei-tavi turizmus
szelid fejlesztésére” €s ,,mindségi és élhetd kisvaros kialakitasa a novekvo népesség €s a helyi k6zos-
ség megtartasa érdekében”.

Az atfogd célok a két vizsgalt telepiilés esetén nagymértékii hasonlosagot mutatnak, kulcsfon-
tossagu a helyi gazdasag erdsitése, mely tobbek kozott (dm nem kizarolag) a turizmus fejlesztésén
keresztiil lehetséges. Gardony esetén kiilon kiemeli az egyik cél, hogy ez az er6s6dés a helyi kisval-
lalkozdk €s termeldk patronalasan keresztiil torténhet. Szintén Gardony 6sszefiiggésében kiemelendo,
hogy a jovoképhez hasonléan — am Velencével ellentétben — nem a telepiilési turizmusrol, hanem
a tavi turizmusrol és annak fejlesztésérol esik szo. Am fontos megjegyezni, hogy Velence esetén
a gazdasag talan nagyobb mértékben fligg a turizmus agazatatol, és ennek a felismerése nagyban
hozzajarul a megfeleld fejlesztési célok meghatarozasaban. A turizmus mellett a jelenlegi és jovobeli
lakok Osszetartasa, megtartasa, életkoriilményeinek javitdsa szerepel mindkét telepiilés kapcsan, és
Osszességeében megallapithatd, hogy az atfogo célok teljes mértékben dsszhangban vannak a jovokép-
pel.

4. Tematikus célok és kulcsprojektek. Velence esetén 4 tematikus kozéptava cél keriilt meg-
fogalmazasra, mig Gardony esetén 6 ilyen cél. Velencén 2 cél a varosi lakossag koriilményeinek
javitasat, telepiilési kohéziot és a kozszolgaltatasok mindségi biztositasat szolgaljak, mig 1-1 cél az
oktatasfejlesztést €s a turizmusfejlesztést fedi le. Gardony Osszefiiggésében a gazdasagi célok kozott
a helyi vallalkozok segitése €s a turizmusfejlesztés all, a tarsadalmi célok kozott a jaraskozpont
szerep erdsitése és a helyi kozosség, lakosok 0sszefogasa talalhato, mig a kdrnyezeti célok kézott az
Okovarossa valast, a hangulatos varosi kornyezetet talaljuk.

Erdekes kiilonbség, hogy amig Gardony esetén a 6 cél kettesével egy-egy fenntarthatdsagi
pillérhez lett hozzarendelve, ugy ennek a kiemelése, szemléltetése Velencével kapcsolatban elmarad.
Ennek egyik 6 oka, hogy a 4 megfogalmazott cél foleg a tarsadalmi és gazdasagi kornyezet javitasat

célozza, mig a természeti kdrnyezet szempontja nem jelenik meg. Ennek ellenére mindkét kulcspro-
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jekt a kornyezeti aspektust allitja kozéppontba Velence esetén a Zold varos projekttel (pl. varosi
zOldteriiletek fejlesztése) €s a fenntarthat6 partfal rehabilitaciéval. Gardonyt tekintve, a kulcsprojekt
egyediil a Napsugar part projekt, mely a toparti turizmust tdmogatja, mellyel kapcsolatban azonban
emliti a dokumentum, hogy a partfal-rehabilitacidval sziikséges Osszeegyeztetni.

5. Projektek tipusai és tarsadalmi fenntarthatosag. A projektek 4 csoportba sorolhatok: kulcspro-
jektek, melyek megvaldsitasa alapvetd fontossagu (KP), varoskdzpont akcidteriileti projektek (VP),
halézatos (egymassal 6sszefiiggd, nagy teriiletet lefedd projektek) (HP) €s egyéb projektek (EP). Az
Osszes projekt Velence esetében 36, Gardonnyal 6sszefiiggésben 37. Mig Gardony esetében az egyes
projektek a fenntarthatdsagi pillérek szerint csoportositottak, addig Velencénél ez elmaradt, a csopor-
tositast a szerzok végezték el a dokumentum alapjan. Az akcioteriiletek a két telepiilés esetén nagyon
eltérék: Velence vonatkozasaban egy teriilet lett kijelolve, mig Gardony kapcsan 4 ilyen teriilet, mely
az 1. abran is lathat6. Ebbdl is adodhat, hogy mig Velencére vonatkozolag sokkal kevesebb projekt
van az akcioteriiletre kijeldlve, viszont a szamokat tekintve szembedtld kiilonbség még, hogy az egyéb
projektek szama Velencét illetdleg tobb mint 3-szor annyi, mint Gardony esetén. Erdekes megnézni a
projektek tipusok kozotti megoszlasat is:

* Velence projektjei: 2 KP + 6 VP + 6 HP + 22 EP
* Gardony projektjei: 1 KP +23 VP +7 HP + 7 EP

Velence 0sszefiiggésében a tarsadalom jolétét, a csaladok életének segitését, az oktatas fejlesztését
célzd vagy az dnkormanyzat munkajdhoz hozzajaruld projektbdl dsszesen 21 van (3 VP+ 3 HP+
15 EP). Ezek tulnyomo tobbségben az emberi, tarsadalmi szféra fejlesztését szolgaljak, am szamos
ebbe a kategoridba sorolt fejlesztés valdjaban a turizmushoz is szorosan kapcsolodik, mint példaul
viziszinpad épitése és a sportkomplexum felépitése, igy ezek valamilyen szinten gazdasagi érdekeket
is szolgalnak. Gardonyt tekintve, minddsszesen 7 (4 VP+ 3 EP) projektrél beszélhetiink, példaul
feln6ttképzések és gimnaziumi képzések fejlesztése, mentalhigiénés szolgaltatd és szocialis kozpont
létrehozasa, toparti ifjusagi kozosségi tér kialakitasa.

6. Projektek és gazdasagi fenntarthatosag. Gardony vonatkozasaban 15 projekt (1 KP+9 VP + 5
HP) célozza a gazdasag fejlesztését, ilyenek példaul szallashelybovités, termeldi piacok kialakitasa,
tokornyéki vallalkozoi forumok rendezése, termékek népszeriisitése. Velencét illetdleg a gazdasagi
oldalon a gardonyival joval kevesebb szamu, mindossze 9 (2 VP+ 2 HP+ 5 EP) projekt, nagy része
ennek a turizmusra fokuszal, am az infrastruktura fejlesztés, a varosi piac kialakitasa ¢és a régebbi
iparteriiletek hasznositasa is ide tartozik. Tehat mindkét varos gazdasagi fejlédése a turizmus és a
helyi vallalkozasok érvényesitése jellemzi, mely a két telepiilés hasonldsagat tamasztja ala gazdasagi
szempontbol.

7. Projektek és kornyezeti fenntarthatosag. Velence esetében minddssze 6 projekt (2 KP + 1 HP+
2 EP) sorolhato a kifejezetten vagy tobbnyire természeti kornyezet szempontjat figyelembe vévo
csoportba. Gardony kapcsan érdemes megallapitani, hogy az ebbe a kategoriaba sorolt fejlesztések
legtobbje csupan infrastruktirafejlesztés és varosintézmények korszerisitése, épitése, melyek nem

igazan a természeti kornyezet javitasat szolgaljak, csupan a varosi kornyezet élhetdségét javitjak. Mégis
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ebben a csoportban érdemes emliteni ezen projekteket, hiszen a dokumentum ezen meghatarozas
alapjan csoportositotta az intézkedéseket, tehat 17 projekt sorolhat6 ide (10 VP+ 3 HP + 4 EP). Ezek
koziil kifejezetten természeti kornyezetre irdnyul 5 projekt, példaul a felszini vizelvezetés megoldasa,
kozponti park kialakitasa, geotermikus rendszer bovitése.

1. dbra: Velence (jobbra) és Gardony (balra) varosi akcioterdiletei
Figure 1. The urban action areas of Velence (right) and Gardony (left)

Forras: Gardony Varos Onkormanyzata, 2016, Velence Varos Onkormanyzata, 2016
Sources: Gardony Véaros Onkormanyzata, 2016, Velence Varos Onkormanyzata, 2016

8. A fejlesztések érintettjei. Mindkét varos esetében a stratégia igyekszik a lehetd legtobb helyi
érintettet szemszogeébdl vizsgalni a sziikséges fejlesztéseket, igy a helyi vallalkozasok fejlesztése,
a helyi lakosok érdekeinek érvényesitése, a turistdk mindségi 1dotoltésének biztositdsa mind-mind
megjelennek egyes projektekben. E tekintetben elmondhatd, hogy azonos mértékben veszi figye-
lembe az egyes csoportok érdekeit, mely a korcsoportokra is értendd, hiszen mind az oktatas, a
szabadidds lehetdségek fejlesztése a fiatatok ¢és gyermeket neveld csalddok szamara, mind az €lhetd
zoldteriiletekkel, kulturalis rendezvényekkel az iddsebb korosztalynak is kedveznek a varosok.

9. Klimaadaptacios torekvések. A két vizsgalt telepiilés fejlesztései kozott kifejezetten a klima-
adaptaciora torekvés nem jelenik meg, hianyként értelmezhetd a tervezésben. Ennek ellenére a
korabban vizsgalt kornyezeti és tarsadalmi aspektusokhoz sorolt fejlesztési tervek kozott szamos a
klima szempontjabol is pozitiv kdvetkezményeket vonhat maga utan, ilyenek példaul a zold feliiletek
karbantartdsa, a fenntarthaté partfal-rehabilitacié vagy az Okovarossd valas mint cél Gardony
esetében. Erdekes megjegyezni, hogy a jaras telepiilései koziil egyediil PAzmand tagja a Klimabarat
Telepiilések Szovetségének, melyhez vald csatlakozas nagyban eldsegitené a to koriili teleptilések

kornyezetfejlesztési irdnydnak megfeleld kijelolését.
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2. 4bra: Velence és Gardony projektjei a fenntarthatésag harom pillére szerint csoportositva
Figure 2. Velence and Gardony projects grouped according to the three pillars of sustainability

Forras: sajat 0sszeallitas
Source: own compilation

10. Fenntarthatosagi értékelés. Ennek a szempontnak az értékelésekor Gardony esetében a doku-
mentumban foglaltak szerint alkalmaztam a csoportositast, mig Velence dsszefiiggésében a szerzdk
altal kialakitott csoportok keriiltek feltiintetésre a 2. dbran. Ennek alapjan Gardony vonatkozasaban a
kornyezeti és gazdasagi problémak megoldasara helyezddik a hangstly, mig a tarsadalmi szempont
hattérbe szorul (bar a kornyezeti projektek nemcsak a természeti , hanem a varosi kornyezetet is
magaba foglalta). A vérosi telepiilésfejlesztési stratégia Velencét illetdelg a helyi lakosok élet-
mindségét nagyban javitd szocidlis, tarsadalmi fejlesztésekben gazdag, am a gazdasag élénkitésére
féleg a turizmus teriiletén taldlhatunk fejlesztési terveket, és a kornyezet megovasa is kisebb sullyal
jelenik meg (Gardony Varos Onkormanyzata, 2016), (Velence Varos Onkorményzata, 2016). A
fejlesztéseket tekintve, a meglévd helyi jo gyakorlatokon és irdnyelveken kiviil nagy sziikség lenne
tovabbi kornyezettudatos fejlesztésekre, hiszen ezek altal n6 egy telepiilés és kdzvetlen kdrnyezetének
¢lhetdsége, egészségesebb ¢€s tisztabb kornyezetet biztosit a lakok és latogatok szamara, valamint a
vezetés elkotelezddése a lakosok szemléletformalasahoz is nagyban hozzajarul (Daranyi & Gélo-
si-Kovécs, 2011). A t6 allapotdhoz kapcsolodoan ,,a topartra iranyuld dontések kozott az elsddleges a
vizszintszabalyozas kérdésének fellilvizsgalata, els6sorban az éghajlatvaltozas hatasainak, a to opti-
malis tdjhasznositasanak és az dkologiai szempontok (pl. éléhelyek védelme, nadasallomany igényei)
a jelenleginél hangsulyosabb figyelembevételével” (Boromisza, 2012, p. 108), melynek tekintetében

hiany mutatkozik a gardonyi és velencei stratégiak esetén.
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A Gardonyi jaras telepiilési sorrendje a fenntarthato fejlodés megkozelitésében

Az adatok alakulasat 2010-ben és 2018-ban minden mutatora a melléklet tartalmazza, ebben a rész-
ben csupan a valtozasi eredményeket értékeljiik elészor, majd pedig dsszehasonlitasképpen a 2018-as

adatok alapjan felallithat6 sorrenddel hasonlitjuk dssze.

3. dbra: A hdrom vizsgalt kdrnyezeti mutatéban bekovetkezett szazalékos valtozas 2010 és 2018 kozott Gardonyi
jaras telepiiléseire, ahol A: Haztartasi villamosenergia fogyasztas (1000 kwh/f6) B: Haztartasi gazfogyasztas (1000
m3/f6) C: 6sszes elszallitott hulladék/f6

Figure 3. Percentage change in the three examined environmental indicators between 2010 and 2018 in the
settlements of Gardony district, where A: Household electricity consumption (1000 kwh / person) B: Household
gas consumption (1000 m3 / person) C: total transported waste / person

Forrés: sajat 6sszedllitas TEIR adatok alapjan
Source: own compilation based on TEIR data

A kornyezeti mutatok esetén az egy fOre jutd szolgaltatott 6sszes villamosenergia (1000 kWh) tekin-
tetében (3. abran ,,A” jellel) a tudatossagot a csokkend fogyasztassal tudjuk vizsgalni csakugy, mint
a haztartasi gazfogyasztas (1000 m3/f8) vonatkozasaban (diagramon ,,B” jellel). Erdekes, hogy a
két mutatd értékeiben megfigyelhetd tendencia az egyes telepiilések esetén nagyon eltér. A villa-
mosenergia fogyasztasat Nadap, Képolnasnyék €és Zichyujfalu kivételével minden telepiilés novelte,
a gazfogyasztast tekintve viszont minden telepiilés sikeresen csokkentette. Am a kialakult kedvezd
valtozasok nem feltétlen a tudatossagra utalhatnak. A korszertsitésnek koszonhetden csokkent tehat
a gazfogyasztas, am a nyari melegekben torténd légkondicionéld késziilékek hasznalata miatt ndtt a
villanyfogyasztas (a klimavaltozasnak koszonhetden), illetve az 01 épitésti lakdépiiletek, (tobbségében
jol szigetelt, konnyt szerkezetes hazak) is kizarolag villanyaram felhasznalassal rendelkeznek.

Az egy fOre jutd 6sszes elszallitott hulladék mennyiségének (tonna) tekintetében (diagramon ,,C”
jellel) a negativ iranyu valtozas jelent kdrnyezeti szempontbodl pozitiv eredményt, igy e tekintetben
Nadap és Velence esetében talaljuk a legrosszabb eredményeket, mig Pazmand, Pakozd ¢s Gardony
kiemelkedd mértékben értek el csokkenést. Velence a harom mutatobol kettd tekintetében rossz
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iranyt tendenciat mutat, egyediil a gdzfogyasztasban mutat jo iranyu a fejlodést, mig Gardony vonat-
kozéasaban 2 mutat6 a 3-bodl jo iranyban valtozott.
4. dbra: A vizsgalt hdrom tarsadalmi mutatéban bekdvetkezett valtozas 2010 és 2018 kdzott a Gardonyi jaras

telepiilésein, ahol D: Vandorlasi egyenleg ezrelék E: Oregedési mutat6 F: Telepiilési kényvtarak beiratkozott olvasoi
népességaranyosan

Figure 4. The change in the three examined social indicators between 2010 and 2018 in the settlements of
Gardonyi district, where D: Migration balance per thousand E: Aging indicator F: Registered readers of settlement
libraries in proportion to population

Forras: sajat 6sszeallitas TEIR adatok alapjan
Source: own compilation based on TEIR data

A tarsadalmi mutatok koziil az elsé vizsgalt mutatéd a vandorlasi egyenleg (ezrelék, D jellel), melynek
értékei a 4. abran lathatdk, és amelybdl az latszik, hogy a legnagyobb valtozas Pazmand és Zichyj-
falu telepiilések esetén tortént — az el6bbi pozitiv, mig az utdbbi negativ iranyban. Pazméndra és
l1ések, viszonylag alacsony telekarakkal, igy tobben megengedhetik maguknak a kikdltozést ezekre a
telepiilésekre, alvd varosokként funkcionalnak. Gardony célkitiizéseinek megfelelden szintén nétt a
vandorlasi egyenleg, ennek ellenére az dregedési mutatd tovabbra is kismértékii ndvekedésrodl tants-
kodik.

Az 6regedési mutaté (a 4. abran E jellel) tekintetében Velence és Sukoro6 érte el a legnagyobb pozitiv
valtozast, mely adoédhat a csaladosok szamara kedvezo telepiilési feltételekbodl, Pakozd és Szabadegy-
haza viszont szignifikans mértékli negativ tendenciat mutat, hiszen periférikus telepiilésekként a
fiatal munkaero elvandorlasaval kell megkiizdeniiik. Az utols6 vizsgalt mutatd, a népességaranyosan
vizsgalt konyvtarba beiratkozott lakosok szdma (a 4. abran F jellel) a kultarara igyekszik reflektalni,
melynek esetében 10-bdl 6 telepiilésen negativ tendencia volt megfigyelhetd, bar Zichyujfalu, Paz-

mand, Nadap és Pakozd pozitiv iranyt valtozast ért el. Kritikaként megfogalmazhato, hogy e mutatéd
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jelentésége csokkent az utdbbi években az internet térhoditasaval, illetve csupan a fenntarthatosag
szempontjabol lehet relevans, a desztinaciomenedzsment szempontjabol kevésbé.

Velence tehat a vizsgalt tarsadalmi mutatokbol 2 esetén, Gardony pedig 1-et illetden ért el pozitiv
iranyt fejlédést (mely talan a tarsadalmi szemponta projektek kis szdmanak is kdszonheto).

A gazdasagi mutatok vizsgalatat a nyilvantartott allaskeresok szamaval (a munkaképes kort népes-
ség szazalé¢kaban) kezdtem (5. abran ,,G” jellel). E tekintetben a csokkend tendencia volt kivanatos, és
ezt a kritériumot minden jarasi telepiilés teljesitette, mely abszolut pozitiv eredmény. Az egy lakosra
jutod 6sszes nettd jovedelem (Ft) valtozasat vizsgalva (,,H” jellel) elmondhat6, hogy minden telepiilés
szintén pozitiv irdnyu valtozast ért el , az egész jarasban nott a jovedelem kozel azonos mértékben.

5. dbra: A vizsgdlt hdrom gazdasagi mutatéban bekovetkezett véltozas 2010 és 2018 kozott a Gardonyi jaras

telepiilésein, ahol G: Nyilvantartott allaskeres6k a munkaképes koru népesség szdzalékaban H: Egy lakosra jutd
0sszes nett6 jovedelem |: Regisztralt vallalkozasok éltal foglalkoztatottak szama

Figure 5. The change in the three examined economic indicators between 2010 and 2018 in the settlements
of Gardony district, where G: Registered jobseekers as a percentage of the working age population H: Total net
income per capita I: Number of persons employed by registered enterprises

Forrds: sajat 0sszedllitas TEIR adatok alapjan
Source: own compilation based on TEIR data

A harmadik vizsgalt mutat6 a regisztralt vallalkozasok altal foglalkoztatottak szdménak (f6) valto-
zasat mutatja (5. abran ,,I” jellel), melynek alapjan Nadap (melynek értékét nem szemléltettem, tul
nagymértékii volt a tobbi adathoz képest), Sukoro €s Vereb érte el a legnagyobb fejlodést, mig Velence,
Képolnasnyék, Pazmand és Szabadegyhdza esetén csokkent a foglalkoztatottak szama (ezzel egyiitt
a regisztralt véallalkozasok szama is). Ez tobb okra is visszavezethetd.. Sukoré €s Velence kifejezetten
agglomeracios telepiiléseknek szamitanak, igy a munkanélkiiliség csokkenésével egyiddben végbe-
mend helyi foglalkoztatottak szdmanak csokkenése az ingazas novekvd ardnyara utal, valamint a
kifejezetten toparti turizmusbol €16 vallalkozasok nagy része kisvallalkozas, egyéni vallalkozd, kevés

foglalkoztatottal. Velence tehat a gazdasagi mutatdkat tekintve csupan az elsd kettd tekintetében ért
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el pozitiv valtozast, és ezekben sem a legnagyobb mértékiieket, Gardony pedig mindharom mutato
esetén pozitiv irdnyt valtozason ment keresztiil.

Velence és Gardony mutatdiban bekovetkezett valtozasokat vizsgalva elmondhat6, hogy Velence
a 9 mutatobdl 5 esetén ért el megfeleld iranyu valtozast, mig Gardonyt illetéen ez a szam 6. Velence
vonatkozasaban a leggyengébb teriilet a kdrnyezeti mutatok esetén tapasztalhatd, mig Gardonyt
tekintve ez a tarsadalmi mutatocsoport.

Osszesitve mutatonként, mutatocsoportonként és dsszesen a pontokat az 6. bra tartalmazza. Ez
alapjan kornyezeti mutatok 6sszesitésében Gardony és Pdzmand érte el a legjobb eredményt, Vereb
a legrosszabbat, de szorosan koveti Pakozd, Nadap és Velence. Tarsadalmi mutatok Osszesitésében
a legjobb helyen Pazmand és Velence all. Ez utobbi a hatasos telepiilésfejlesztési projekteknek is
koszonhetd, melynek vizsgalatakor megallapitasra keriilt, hogy a tarsadalmi célokra fokuszaltak
leginkabb. Tarsadalmi szempontbol a legutolsod helyet Szabadegyhéaza foglalja el, mely — tekintve,
hogy nem turizmussal €rintett, jarasi tekintetben periférikusan elhelyezkedd telepiilés — érthetd, am
meglepd, hogy Gardony koveti a sorban. A gazdasagi mutatok tekintetében Nadap €s Vereb kiemelten
jo eredményt ért el, mig Velence az utols6 helyen végzett e tekintetben.

A végso Osszesitett eredmény alapjan a valtozasok iranyat és mértékét a telepiilések kozott harom
egyenld osztaskozii kategoriara osztottuk a pontszamok alapjan. Ertelemszertien a legkisebb pont-
szammal rendelkezok érték el a legjobb fenntarthatosagi eredményt, ezeket a telepiiléseket zolddel
jeloltem az utolsé oszlopban. Oket koveti a kozéps6 csoport sarga szinnel jeldlve, és végiil a legrosz-
szabb harmadba tartozodkat pirossal jeldltiik.

A legjobb eredményti csoportba tartoznak: Nadap, Sukord, Pazmand, harom olyan telepiilés, mely
a to kevésbé forgalmas északi partjan helyezkedik el. Ezek koziil kozvetlen tokapcsolattal csak Sukoro
rendelkezik. A harom telepiilés k6zos jellemzdje, hogy 2010-ben még a régi, kisvarosias-falusias
jelleg volt mérvado, &m 2018-ra a nagymértékii fejlesztéseknek kdszonhetden megnétt a népszerii-
ségiik, és mivel az indikator a valtozas mértékét vizsgalja, ezért keriilhettek a legjobbak kozé. A
kozépso csoportban: Velence, Gardony és Vereb, melyek koziil az elsé kettd a térség legjelentosebb
gazdasagi, tarsadalmi kdzpontjanak tekinthetd telepiilés, és e szerepiik mar 2010-ben is meghatarozo
volt. Igy talan a valtozasok nem olyan drasztikus mértékben tapasztalhatok.hiszen egy magasabb
szinvonalrdl indultak a vizsgalat soran. A legrosszabb teljesitményti csoportba tartoznak: Zichyujfalu,
Szabadegyhdza, Pakozd és Kapolnasny¢k, melybdl az els6 kettd a periférikus, turizmussal nem érint-
kez6 jellegbdl adédoan, am az agglomeracioba sem tartozoként nem részesiiltek megfelel6 mértékben
tarsadalmi, gazdasagi fejlesztésekbdl, beruhazasokbol.

Erdekes eredményre jutunk azonban, ha az eredeti modszertantdl eltérve a 2018-as adatokat
abszolut értékben hasonlitjuk 6ssze (7. abra). A kovetkezd abran ezen adatokat lathatjuk és az ezek
nyoman kialakult 0j sorrendet.

A korabbi gyakorlatnak megfeleléen harom, egyenld osztalykozii csoportra bontottuk a telepiilések

Osszpontszamat. E sorrend esetén az elsé szembe6tld kiilonbség a valtozasok eredményéhez képest,
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hogy a korabban nagyjabol azonos elemszamu csoportok helyett egy erds kozéposztalyt, minddssze

két elemszamu alsé osztalyt talalunk, és az szamos telepiilés mas csoportban foglal helyet.

6. dbra: A mutatdk alapjan feldllitott sorrend a Gardonyi jards telepiilésein a 2010 és 2018 kozotti valtozas alapjan
Figure 6. Ranking based on the evaluated indicators in the settlements of Gardony district according to the change
between 2010 and 2018

Forrds: sajat 6sszedllitas TEIR adatok alapjan
Source: own compilation based on TEIR data

7. 4bra: A mutatok alapjan feldllitott sorrend a Gardonyi jarés telepiilésein 2018-ban
Figure 7. Ranking based on the evaluated indicators in the settlements of Gardony district in 2018

Forrds: sajat 6sszedllitas TEIR adatok alapjan
Source: own compilation based on TEIR data
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Az abszolut értékek tekintetében tehat 2018-ban Velence a méasodik legjobb helyen talalhato a telepiilési
rangsorban, mely arra utal, hogy — bar kisebb mértékii valtozason esett keresztiil, am — 0sszességében
fenntarthatobb a legtobb jarasi telepiilésnél. Gardony ellenben nagyobb pozitiv valtoztatasokra
volt képest, mint Velence, de a 2018-as adatok szerint egy helyet ront ebben a megkozelitésben a
rangsorban a kozéps6 kategoriaba sorolhatd fenntarthatosag alapjan. Erdekes viszont, hogy Velence
teljesitménye a korabbi vizsgalati eredményekkel szemben a kornyezeti aspektusnal meghaladja
Gardony teljesitményét. Ez az 0j sorrend realisan abrazolja a térség jelenlegi szerkezetét, hiszen a
kozponti toparti telepiilésektdl tavol esd Szabadegyhdza és Zichyujfalu végeztek az utolséd két helyen
a leggyengébb kategoriaban, mely eredmény a valds gazdaséagi, tarsadalmi hatranyat mutatja a

periférikus teleptiléseknek.

KOVETKEZTETESEK

A feltart szakirodalom és a kutatasok alapjan megallapithatd, hogy a Velencei-t6 védelmének érde-
kében iranyelvek és célkitlizések sziilettek, am a megvaldsitas hatékonysagaban, illetve a felelésok
kijelolésében, fejlesztésekben hidny mutatkozik. A lokalis ellentétetek és a természeti kdrnyezet
allandosagaba vetett hit a to allapotanak drasztikus romldsat eredményezte annak ellenére, hogy a
vizsgalt, a Velencei-t6 turizmusanak f6 haszonélvezdi, Velence és Gardony teleptilések altal tervezett
¢és megvalositott projektek tarsadalmi és gazdasagi fejlédést eredményeztek.

A t6 kortili teleptiléseket, valamint a Gardonyi jaras tovabbi telepiiléseit a turizmus mellett agg-
lomeraciés hatasok is érik. Igy az egyes telepiilések esetén fellépé fenntarthatosagi kiilonbségekhez
a vizsgalt kilenc mutaton kiviil érdemes lenne tovabbi szdmszertisithetd és nem szdmszertisithetd
(kvalitativ) mutatokon alapuld kutatdst végezni, illetve az eredmények mogott meghtiz6dé lokalis
helyzetet mélyebben feltérképezni, hogy tiszta kép késziiljon a viszonyokrol és egyes erdsségekrol,
gyengeségekrol.

A jovGben a jelen megallapitasok alapjan érdemes a kutatast a helyi szereplok aktiv bevonaséaval
folytatni, példaul Velence és Gardony varosok dnkormanyzati képviseldjének megkérdezésével, kor-
nyezetvédelmi intézkedések telepiilésfejlesztési tervbe valo integralasi lehetdségeinek feltarasaval.
Véleményem szerint a turizmus megfeleld fejlesztései és a természeti, épitett kornyezet megovasanak
figyelembevételével hozott rendelkezések és projektek pozitiv hatdssal lehetnek a fenntarthatosag
mindharom pillérére. A kérdés csupan az, hogy hajlanddak-e és tudnak-e hatékonyan cselekedni a
lokalis és kozponti szereplOk az orszag jelentds turisztikai célpontjanak szamitd Velencei-t6 meg-
Ovasa érdekében, hogy szamos generacio €élvezhesse az 4ltala nyqjtott hasznositasi lehetdségeket — az
Okoszisztéma sértetlensége mellett.
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ABSTRACT

In the present study we attempted to ascertain the ethnic and religious structure of the population
which in 1851 lived on the territory that is now known as Transcarpathia, based on data from the book
by Elek Fényes (The Geographic Dictionary of Hungary... | Magyarorszag geographiai szotara...)
published in the same year. According to the results of our research, we can state that the dominant
ethnic community of the region at that time were the Rusyns (in Elek Fényes’s wording Russians), who
lived predominantly in the mountainous territories. An important role in the ethnic structure was also
played by Hungarians, Germans, Slovaks and Vlachs (Romanians). As to the religious composition,
the most important denomination was that of Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians, who
formed an absolute majority in the region, their settlement area showing a close relationship with the
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INTRODUCTION

Our region, Transcarpathia, is a multiethnic territory. By accepting this fact, we can assume that the
religious structure of the area is also varied. Indeed, the territory of today’s Transcarpathia is shared
among four major and numerous small religious denominations.

Several publications have dealt with the alteration of population numbers in the present-day area
of Transcarpathia, as well as with the changes of the ethnic structure in the region. Among them it is
important to mention the joint and individual processes of research conducted by Jozsef Molnér and
Istvan D. Molnar (Molnar & Molnar, 2005; Molnar, 2009; Molnar, 2018), as a result of which extensive
analyses were completed regarding the population geography and demographic state of the region.
The primary research areas of these investigations were the peculiarities of spatial distribution of the
population in general and that of separate ethnic groups in particular. At the same time, information
concerning the religious structure of the region’s population is much more restricted, which was an
important inspiring factor for starting the present research, too. Within the latter topic we have to note
the investigational achievements of academician Karoly Kocsis (Kocsis, 2016), who has performed
and keeps pursuing extensive research dealing with the ethnic and religious structure of the whole
Carpathian Basin. Among other recent studies a special position belongs to the results of Patrik Tatrai,
Jozsef Molnar, Katalin Kovaly, and Agnes Eréss based on the Summa 2017 survey (Tatrai et al.,
2017), which provide valuable data about the demographic features of the Transcarpathian Hungarian
community (even though these results cannot be extrapolated to the entire population of the pres-
ent-day county). Furthermore, on the initial stages of the present research we had the opportunity to
get acquainted with achievements of other scientific workshops (Pete, 2008; Pap & Téth, 2008; Zagyi,
2009), which have also inspired us in our investigations.

Authentic data concerning the religious structure of the population that lives in the territory of
present-day Transcarpathia are not available since 1941, as in the spirit of the Soviet authorities’
atheist policy there was no demand to assess the religious affiliation of the population. Unfortunately,
information with regard to the latter was not included in the forms during the only all-Ukrainian
population census (2001) so far (though the ethnic / native language affiliation was inquired about).
Thus, being short of appropriate and genuine contemporary data, the reconstruction of past-time
conditions could provide us with certain reference points on the topic.

Accordingly, the basic aim of our research was to identify the 1851 religious structure of the set-
tlements located in the territory of present-day Transcarpathia and, based on these data, estimate
the ethnic composition of the area’s population. Our biggest help in this effort was the work The
Geographic Dictionary of Hungary... (Magyarorszag geographiai szotdra...) by Elek Fényes pub-
lished in 1851, in which numerical contemporary data are provided regarding the ethnic structure of
the population in each settlement, as well as designation(s) of the major ethnic group(s) in them. This
four-volume work is the result of the author’s previous data-collecting campaign between 1831 and
1835, augmented with the latest data and published in the form of a gazetteer. In addition, Fényes,
apart from his own achievements, included various other sources in the gazetteer, for instance, the

data collected by Lajos Nagy in 1820 or the numbers of ecclesiastic schematisms from 1830 to 1839-
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40. Moreover, the results of the 1850-51 official census (Benda, 1981) are also represented in the work.
As in his 1851 writing Elek Fényes did not indicate which of the above mentioned sources had been
utilized in the case of a given settlement, we can presume the existence of numerous correlations
between these sources (Szaszkoné Sin, 1998), which may serve as a base for another segment of scien-
tific research. Nevertheless, we considered it important to summarize the data from this source for the
whole present-day territory of Transcarpathia, as it in itself can significantly extend our knowledge
about the contemporary population’s geographic situation in the area. The source’s data constituting
population numbers were systematized by the Microsoft Excel table editor software, on settlement
level. Based on the existing databases and with the help of the ArcGIS 10.1 geospatial software,

thematic maps of the latter were also created.

METHODS

In the course of our research we were able to collect data about altogether 523 settlements located in
the present-day territory of Transcarpathia. As in the source these spatial units were sorted alpha-
betically, not territorially, in the initial stage of our work we also applied the Hungarian Central
Statistical Office’s (Kozponti Statisztikai Hivatal, KSH) publication entitled “Data on the religion of
Transcarpathia’s settlements, 1880—1941” (,,Karpatalja telepiiléseinek vallasi adatai, 1880—1941”). In
it, data of the censuses between 1880 and 1941 concerning the religious composition of the population
of Transcarpathia’s settlement network were summarized. This stage was followed by a thorough
piece of literary research, as in the latter source only the currently existing settlements are represented
(among them the ones unified in the twentieth century). Thus, the rest of the localities and their
respective data had to be searched “manually,” one by one. At this stage a remarkable amount of
help was provided for us by a work of Sebestény (2020) entitled “Place-names of Transcarpathia”
(,,Karpatalja helységnevei”), in which the author reviewed the historical settlement structures of the
present-day territory of Transcarpathia, among others the one regarding the year 1851.

In Elek Fényes’s work published in 1851 the ethnic data of the settlements are restricted to reveal-
ing the dominant ethnic group or groups without specifying their numbers. However, as we are in
possession of numeric religious composition data of each locality and aware of their major ethnic
group(s), we attempted to more precisely determine the contemporary ethnic structure of the investi-
gated settlements. Creating this estimation, we followed these main guidelines:

+ the data of Judaists were also separated in terms of nationality;

« members of the Rusyn (consistently called Russians by Elek Fényes) and the Romanian (Vlach)
ethnic groups were typically considered Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians, while
there were Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians among Hungarians, too;

+ of the investigated ethnic groups Calvinism is characteristic exclusively of Hungarians, thus,
the entire number of Calvinists (or Reformed people) was classified as Hungarian ethnicity;

+ regarding data separation the biggest problems arose in connection with the Roman Catholic

denomination:
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- in the settlements with a German majority Roman Catholics were rated as Germans;
- in the settlements with a Slovak majority we classified them as Slovaks;
- in the settlements with a Hungarian majority they were attributed as Hungarians;

* in cases when in a single settlement two dominant ethnic groups were mentioned in the source,
the above principles couldn’t help in the denominational division of the population; in such
cases we divided the population number according to the order of designation in the 2:1 ratio
(for example, Elek Fényes defined Nyzhnia Apsha as a Roman—Rusyn settlement inhabited
predominantly by Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox believers, thus, we rated the village as

being populated in 2/3 part by Romanians).

RESULTS
General indicators of the ethnic and religious composition of the population

According to the data from 1851 the population of the present-day territory of Transcarpathia came
up to 237 337 people. As to the religious composition, Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians
were in absolute majority in the region; their ratio exceeded 71 per cent of the total population (Figure
1). Among the other three denominations the most outstanding were Calvinists (about 16.8 per cent),
whose share was higher than that of Roman Catholics (7.3 per cent) and Judaists (4.7 per cent) put
together.

Figure 1. Distribution of the population in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia by religions in 1851

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

The aggregated data on the designations of dominant ethnic group(s) by settlements are shown in
Figure 2. Likewise, as in the case of religious distribution, we can also observe a dominant group in
terms of nationalities — the Rusyns. They made up the majority of the population in 377 settlements
altogether, which consist 72 per cent of the total number of localities. Meanwhile, a remarkable geog-

raphic correlation is detectable between the settlements with a Rusyn majority and the followers of the
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Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox religion. What is more, if taking into account the so-called mixed
localities, partly inhabited by Rusyns, their number increases to 429, representing 82 per cent of the
region’s settlement network. According to the data on ethnic composition, second place was taken
up by localities with a Hungarian majority (73 altogether), aggregating 14 per cent of all settlements
of Transcarpathia. The joint number of localities with other ethnic groups’ (Germans, Romanians,
Slovaks) majority was evanescent (only 15).

Of particular interest is the so-called mixed category, in which we classified settlements where
Elek Fényes specified more than one dominant ethnic group. Altogether 54 localities fell in this
category, taking up nearly 10 per cent of the total examined settlement network. A substantial part
of these mixed localities was made up by settlements with Rusyn and Hungarian dominance, their

integrated number coming up to 32 (regardless of the designation order).

Figure 2. Major ethnic groups of the settlements in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia in 1851

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

Based on the previously described method, the estimated ethnic composition of the population that
lived in the territory of present-day Transcarpathia is depicted in Figure 3. According to it, the exam-
ined settlements had altogether 184 862 inhabitants of Rusyn nationality, which corresponds to 68.2
per cent of the total population (i.e., the strong geographic correlation between the Rusyn-majority
settlements and the spread of the Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox religion reveals itself again). It
is presumable that the biggest concentration of the Rusyn population was characteristic of the city
of Ungvar (present-day Uzhhorod). The estimated number of the Hungarian population came up to
58 504 (21.6 per cent), creating its biggest community in the town of Beregszasz (Berehove). The
number of Jews in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia reached about 12 860 in 1851 (4.7 per
cent). The number of German inhabitants, at the same time, was as high as 5742 (2.1 per cent), a
significant part of which concentrated in Munkacs (Mukachevo) and the neighboring villages, as well
as in Kérosmezd (Yasinia) and Nagybocsko (Velykyi Bychkiv). The number of Romanians equaled
to 4753 (1.8 per cent — in and around Alsoapsa [Nyzhnia Apsha], Felsdapsa [ Verkhnie Vodiane] and
Kozépapsa [Serednie Vodiane]), while that of the Slovaks came up to 4183 (1.5 per cent — the former
Ung county).
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Figure 3. Estimated ethnic composition of the present-day territory of Transcarpathia in 1851

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

Spatial characteristics of the population’s religious and ethnic composition

For the sake of a more thorough analysis of the religious and ethnic structure of the region’s popula-

tion, we examined Transcarpathia in a division based on its four former counties.

Ung county

The aggregated population number of the settlements now belonging to Transcarpathia in one-time
Ung county made up 60 089 in 1851. According to contemporary administration, we could detect
altogether 110 localities within the area (Figure 4), a significant part of which concentrated around the
central unit of the settlement network, Ungvar (with 8015 inhabitants at that time), mainly south of the
county center (to the north of Ungvar this network considerably rarefied). Examining the distribution
of the most important religious denominations we can claim that in 1851 the absolute majority in Ung
county belonged to the Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians, who had a proportion of 65 per
cent of the total population (39 325 believers). They were followed by the Roman Catholics constitut-
ing 14 per cent (8418 members) of inhabitants in the examined territory. It is important to note that
the latter indicator’s value is well above the all-Transcarpathian average, as the Ung part concentrated
2/5 of all the Roman Catholics living in the region. The share of the Calvinists in Transcarpathia
reached as high as 11 per cent (6637 believers), while that of the Judaists equaled to 8.5 per cent (5133
members), which is also above the all-region average (nearly 40 per cent of the Transcarpathian Jews
were centered in Ung, of which almost 20 per cent concentrated in the city of Ungvar).

The central role of Ungvar was even more underlined by the fact that it gave place to the larg-
est Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox Christian (2800), Jewish (2500), and Roman Catholic (2214)
communities regarding not just Ung county but the entirety of Transcarpathia. The most populous

Calvinist fellowship in the county was formed in the village of Sziirte (Syurte, 628 members).
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Figure 4. Religious structure of the settlements in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia that belonged to one-
time Ung county (1851)

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

Concerning the estimated distribution of particular ethnic groups it became clear that 64.6 per cent
(38 816 people) of the examined population belonged to the Rusyns, 18.2 per cent (10 928) were
Hungarians, 8.5 per cent Jews,* and 6.7 per cent (3941) Slovaks. The central role of Ungvar from the
ethnic point of view is obvious, too, as the regional center concentrated the largest Rusyn (2800) and
Jewish communities in Transcarpathia, as well as the most populous Hungarian one (1547) in Ung

county and the most populous Slovak fellowship (1107) in the whole region.

4 As in the process of estimation the Jews were separated from both the ethnic and the religious aspect, to avoid
recurrences their numeric data will not be designated again at their further mentions in the text
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Bereg county

From the territory of one-time Bereg county we could map 241 localities that met the criteria of our
research, making up nearly half of the examined settlement network (Figure 5). In 1851 the aggregated
population of these localities equaled to 92 179, i.e., this former county of Hungary concentrated 1/3
of the total population of the whole investigation area.

On the top of Bereg county’s settlement network were the cities of Munkacs (4000) and Beregszasz
(3184). Regarding the spatial structure of the localities, we have to note that territories with the largest
settlement density were located in the broader neighborhood of Munkacs: the number of localities was
significant both in the northeast and in the southwest direction from the city. To the south of this area,
the density of settlements reduced considerably, while moving northward it became sparse.

According to the aggregated denominational composition, Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox
Christians also formed the majority in Bereg county, their share reaching as high as 63.1 per cent
(or 58 193 believers). The second largest proportion of 25.9 per cent (25 673) belonged to Calvinists,
meaning that this former county concentrated 56 per cent of all the Calvinists in Transcarpathia.
Roman Catholics made up 5.6 per cent (5221) of the believers, while Judaists 3.2 per cent (2940).
Considering the spatial location of particular denominations one can observe substantial differences,
as the territory to the south of the line of Munkécs is characterized by settlements with a Calvinist
majority, while to the north of this line we find localities with the dominance of Greek Catholics/
Eastern Orthodox Christians. At the same time, near Munkacs we found a Roman Catholic population
array of 6 localities (Posahdza / present-day Pavshyno, Németkucsova / Kuchava, Fels6kerepecz /
Verkhniy Koropets’, Alséschdnborn / Shenborn, Zsoéfiafalva / Sofiia and Nyirhalom / Berezynka),
indicating the main settlement area of the ethnic Germans in the region as well.

In 1851, the most populous Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox religious community was located in
Bilke / Bilky (2105 believers). Munkécs possessed the largest Roman Catholic (980) and Judaist (651)
fellowships, while the role of the most important Calvinist center was shared by Beregszasz (2175)
and Mezdvari / Vary (2140).

Regarding the estimated ethnic structure of the population, the general features applied to this area
as well: Rusyns were the major ethnic group with a share of 63 per cent (58 122 people), whose most
populous community lived in the already mentioned Bilke. The Rusyns were followed by Hungarians
with a proportion and number of the latter high above the regional average (30.2 per cent, 27 879
people). The ratio of Jews (2940) and Germans (2918) within the total population is nearly equal (3.2
per cent each). It is important to note that in 1851 one-time Bereg county concentrated more than
half of both the Hungarians and Germans who lived in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia.
Beregszasz was the settlement with the largest Hungarian community (2782 people), while the most

populous Jewish and German (980) ethnic groups were found in Munkécs.
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Figure 5. Religious structure of the settlements in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia that belonged to one-
time Bereg county (1851)

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

Ugocsa county

From the territory of former Ugocsa county altogether 50 settlements met the criteria of our research
(Figure 6), with a total population of 31 803 in 1851. Consequently, Ugocsa possessed the lowest
locality and population numbers among all the examined historical spatial units of Transcarpathia.
The most populous settlement in the area was Nagysz6lds / Vynohradiv (with 2018 inhabitants),
belonging to the group of the so-called country towns.

In the case of the religious structure the proportions we discovered were quite similar to those
of Bereg county. The dominant religion here was Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox (65.4 per cent,
20 819 believers) as well, while Calvinists’ share came up to 26.6 per cent (6637). The ratios of the
Roman Catholic (5.8 per cent, 1859 members) and Judaist (3.0 per cent, 972 members) denominations

are close to the regional average.
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Concerning the spatial features we need to note a hypothetical fault-line one can draw between the
settlements of Saldnk (Shalanky) and Sz6l6sgyula (Diula). Northeast of it we usually met localities
with a Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox majority and with population numbers above the average,

while southwest of this line small villages with a predominantly Calvinist majority fell into rank.

Figure 6. Religious structure of the settlements in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia that belonged to one-
time Ugocsa county (1851)

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

In 1851, the most populous Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox community in the area was found at
Kisrakocz / Malyi Rakovets’ (1621 believers). Tiszaujlak (Vylok) gave place to the largest Roman
Catholic parish (725 members), whereas the highest number of Calvinists lived in Salank (987 believ-
ers), and the most Judaists concentrated in Nagysz6l0s (150).

As to the estimated ethnic structure of one-time Ugocsa county we can state that it significantly
differs from that of the previously analyzed spatial units. Though the majority here was also formed
by Rusyns (55.3 per cent, 17 597 people), their share proved to be 13 per cent below the all-Transcar-
pathian average. Not surprisingly, the settlement with the largest Rusyn community was Kisrakocz
(1621). The proportion of Hungarians equaled to 40.3 per cent (12 824) within the total population,
which is nearly twice the regional average. The most populous Hungarian community lived in Saldank
(1451) in 1851. The ratio of the Jews coincided with the data of the previously reported religious

composition.

Maramaros county

From the territory of former Maramaros county that now belongs to Transcarpathia we examined

117 settlements (Figure 7). Their joint population number is 86 850, that is, the average population
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of the localities proved to be the highest here (742 people per settlement). The largest locality in 1851
was Huszt (Khust), with 3101 inhabitants. Most of the villages are located at the lower course of the
Tisza (Tysa) River and its tributaries (Tarac / Teresva, Talabor / Tereblia, and Nagyag / Rika), though
one can observe a settlement aggregation on the Verkhovyna (mountainous part of the area) as well.
Localities belonging to the latter can be characterized by much lower population numbers.

Compared to the previously discussed spatial units, the religious structure of one-time Méaramaros
county was much more homogeneous, as the share of Greek Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians in
the area exceeded 87 per cent (75 641 believers). In other words, 40 per cent of present-day Transcar-
pathia’s Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox population lived in Maramaros. Thereof, ratios of Roman
Catholics (5.1 per cent, 4406 believers), Judaists (4.3 per cent, 3799 members), and Calvinists (3.4 per
cent, 2981 believers) were much lower than in the cases of all the other former counties.

In 1851 the most populous Greek Catholic/Eastern Orthodox community was found in Kérosmezé
(with 2264 believers), while the largest Calvinist congregation functioned in Visk / Vyshkovo (1374
members). In the case of Roman Catholics indices of Huszt stood out (640 believers), as, regarding
the number of Judaist inhabitants, Szeklence / Sokyrnytsia (230 members) possessed the number one

spot.

Figure 7. Religious structure of the settlements in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia that belonged to one-
time Maramaros county (1851)

Source: based on Fényes, E., 1851; own edition.

In fact, the 1851 ethnic structure of Maramaros county’s population can be viewed as full of con-
troversies: paradoxically enough, it was homogenous and heterogeneous at the same time. Although
Rusyns’ proportion of more than 81 per cent (70 083 people) is somewhat lower than that of Greek

Catholics/Eastern Orthodox Christians, it is still well above the average. However, the presence of
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the biggest number of “other” nationalities was also detected in Maramaros. For instance, the second
largest ethnic group was made up by Romanians (5.5 per cent, 4753 people), who lived in six localities
(Alsoapsa, Kozépapsa, Felsdapsa, Aknaszlatina / Solotvyno, Faluszlatina, Apsica) altogether. The
third place was possessed by Hungarians (5.3 per cent, 4563 people), one-third of whom concentrated
in Visk (1446). The share of Germans was as high as 3.3 per cent (2824 people), more than half of
which dwelt in Nagybocsko (1627).

CONCLUSIONS

In this study we made an attempt to identify the contemporary ethnic and religious structure of the
population of settlements in the present-day territory of Transcarpathia, based on available data from
the book by Elek Fényes, The Geographic Dictionary of Hungary..., published in 1851.

Considering the results of our research we can state that in those times the dominant ethnic group
of the region was that of Rusyns, who lived mainly in the highland areas. Apart from them, important
roles in the ethnic composition belonged to Hungarians, Germans, Slovaks, Romanians, and Jews,
too.

Regarding the religious structure, the leading denomination were Greek Catholics/Eastern Ortho-
dox Christians, who formed an absolute majority in the region, their settlement area showing a close
relation with the location of the Rusyn ethnic group. In the cases of the other examined denomina-
tions we found out that, for instance, the decisive majority of Calvinists concentrated on the lowland
overlapping the settlement area of Hungarians. The main part of Roman Catholics, in turn, inhabited
former Ung county, while a noteworthy proportion of Judaists lived in the bigger cities of the region.
Consequently, further research could prove quite beneficial in an attempt to address the following
questions:

1. Investigation and utilization of the geographic and demographic dataset from the book by

Andras Valyi Description of the Hungarian Country (Magyar orszagnak leirasa), published
in 1796.
Improvement and optimization of the estimation method used in the present study.

3. Comparison of the results with the available ecclesiastic (congregational) sources (Fodor et al.,
2018).

REFERENCES

Benda, Gy. (1981). Fényes Elek forrasai. Agrartorténeti Szemle, 23(3—4), 365-380.

Fényes, E. (1851). Magyarorszag geographiai szotara, mellyben minden varos, falu és puszta, betii-
rendben koriilményesen leiratik. Nyomatott Kozma Vazulnal Pesten.

Fodor, Gy., Berghauer, S., & Toth, A. (2018). Karpatalja vallasi szerkezete 1915-ben a goérogkatolikus
egyhazmegyei sematizmus alapjan. In Pénzes, J. (szerk.), Falu — varos — periféria: hataron innen
és tul. Siili-Zakar Istvan professzor emlékére (pp. 80—89). DIDAKT Kft.

38



Toth, Attila — Fodor, Gyula - Berghauer, Sandor -
The Ethnic and Religious Structure of the Population of the Present-Day Territory of Transcarpathia in 1851

Kepecs, J. (szerk.) (2000). Kdarpatalja telepiiléseinek vallasi adatai (1880—1941). Kézponti Statisztikai
Hivatal.

Kocsis, K. (2016). A Karpat-medence torténeti vallasfoldrajza (10-21. szadzad). In Gal, A., Frisnyak,
S., & Kokai, S. (szerk.), A Karpat-medence torténeti vallasfoldrajza. Tanulmanygyiijtemény, elsé
kétet (pp. 9-90). Nyiregyhazi Egyetem Turizmus ¢és Foldrajztudomanyi Intézete és a szerencsi
Bocskai Istvan Katolikus Gimnazium.

Molnar, D. 1. (2018). Perifériarol perifériara: Karpatalja népessége 1869-t6l napjainkig. Kalligram,
MTA Tarsadalomtudomanyi Kutatokozpont, Kisebbségkutatd Intézet, Budapest, 182 p.

Molnar, J. (2009). Vallasi megoszlas. In Baranyi B. (szerk.), Karpatalja (pp. 207-209). MTA Regiona-
lis Kutatasok Kozpontja, Dialog Campus Kiado, Pécs—Budapest.

Molnar, J., & Molnar, D. 1. (2005). Karpataljanépessége és magyarsaga a népszamlalasi és népmozgalmi
adatok tiikrében. PoliPrint Kiado.

Pap, N., & Téth, J. (2008). The role of religious and ethnic minorities in disintegration of the state
structure of Western Balkans. Modern Geografia, 3(1), 38—46.

Pete, J. (2008). A kozépkori Magyarorszag valtozo vallasi térszerkezete. Modern Geografia, 3(2),
101-135.

Sebestény, Zs. (2020). Karpatalja helységnevei. Pro Print Kft.

Szaszkoné Sin, A. (1988). Adalékok Fényes Elek palydjahoz. Statisztikai Szemle, 76(3), 253-265.

Tatrai, P, Molnar, J., Kovaly, K., & Eréss, A. (2018). A kérpataljai magyarok lélekszama és a népe-
sedésiiket befolyasold tényezok a SUMMA 2017 felmérés alapjan. Kisebbségi Szemle, 3(3), 7-34.

Valyi, A. (1796). Magyar orszagnak leirasa. A kiralyi universittasnak bettiivel, Budan

Zagyi, N. (2009). A judaizmus multja ¢és jelene Indidban. Modern Geografia, 4(4), 54—102.

Ez a mii a Creative Commons Nevezd meg! — Ne add el! — Ne valtoztasd! 4.0 nemzetkozi licen-
ce-feltételeinek megfeleloen felhasznalhato. (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)

https.://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

This open access article may be used under the international license terms of Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)

https.://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

39



Vol. 18, Issue 1,2023: 41-57
DOI: 10.15170/MG.2023.18.01.03

Németh, Viktoria

The Arctic from a Hungarian Perspective

ABSTRACT

The history of Arctic exploration and the natural and social geographical characteristics of the region
have been in the focus of Hungarian geographical research for 250 years. These studies are not
exclusively geographical, but related to scientific fields (science, ethnography, and geopolitics), and
include travel history. At the same time, no uniform work or knowledge base was created that would
summarize domestic research in the Arctic region. The present study tries to fill this gap and summa-
rize the role of Hungarian scientists in the research history of Arctic geography and related sciences
and covers a geopolitical perspective. During the study, I applied a multidisciplinary approach, using
domestic scientific works published in the fields of history, travel history, geography, ethnography,
linguistics, as well as international relations, geopolitics, and international law. I concluded that the
Arctic region has belonged to the field of interest of Hungarian scientists for centuries. I identified
five major periods, during which different aspects and scientific fields played a central role (e.g.,

natural science, ethnography, geopolitics).
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INTRODUCTION

Among the Hungarians who once showed remarkable achievements in the Arctic region, the names of
many have either been forgotten or are entirely unknown to the public, even though many scientists,
researchers and travellers who represent a bridge between Hungary and the Arctic regions have visited
the region. Recalling their memory and nurturing their intellectual legacy has gained new importance
today.

The relevance of the paper is that as a result of climate change, the Arctic has become a geopolitical
hot spot. It is not the first time that the Arctic region has aroused the interest of the international
public, and it is not the first time that Hungarian foreign policy and science have dealt with the
region. The environmental and international political changes taking place in the Arctic are processes
affecting us on a global level. The literature published in Hungary is extremely diverse and has a long
history, both in the fields of natural sciences, descriptive geography, and social sciences. In recent
decades, the geopolitical, international political, security policy and international legal literature
has also expanded, due to the rapid and significant changes of the region. Examining international
political events in the Arctic, from the Hungarian perspective, we find several connections that are
relevant for Hungarian foreign policy.

The aim of the study was to summarize Arctic research related to domestic geography and travel
history, and to identify major periods. Furthermore, I also took into account the development of the
region from a geopolitical perspective. In the past, no unified work or knowledge base was created
that would summarize domestic research in the Arctic. The present study tries to fill this gap and to
summarize the role that Arctic Hungary played in the research history of geography and its related
sciences: what major periods can be observed, and what characteristics have arisen from them.

The Arctic is a geopolitical and geographical space at the same time (Figure 1). Great powers and
states with significant economic and political weight are present in the region, such as the United
States, Russia, and certain member states of the European Union (Denmark, Finland, and Sweden),
alongside with Iceland, and Canada. The countries of the region cooperate, the most important forum
of which is the Arctic Council, but the possibility of conflict is also present between them, primarily
as a result of territorial disputes. At the same time, the region attracted the interest of several great
powers centuries ago. From the age of geographical discoveries, the sea route from Europe to Asia was
searched. Then, in the second half of the 19" century, a competition began between the researchers of
different nations to map the last white spots on Earth. Most of the explorers belonged to nations that
wanted to justify their regional or great power status, or Norway’s independent statehood for some
reason during the 19" century. Many of the nations competing for the exploration of the region still
show a significant interest in the region and, in addition to the states directly affected by the area (the
United States, Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Russia), participate as observers in the operation of the

Arctic Council: the Netherlands, Great Britain, Germany and Italy.
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Figure 1. The Arctic region and territorial claims

Source: IBRU, Durham University; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, The Economist (https://www.economist.
com/international/2014/12/17/frozen-conflict)

In recent decades, as a result of climate change, the Arctic has become a geopolitical hot spot. The
change in climate brought many other transitions, including the discovery of the region’s resource
reserves and their appreciation. In this way, the Arctic could become a geopolitical space in addition
to a geographical area, thus local events and discoveries can also be interpreted in a geopolitical
context.

The background of the research is that despite the distance, the arctic areas can be remarkable from
the point of view of Hungarian geopolitics and foreign economic relations. Climate change and related
natural and social phenomena, such as migration or agricultural impacts, connect distant points of
the Earth. Energy dependence can also connect remote areas, which are poor in fossil energy, to the
Arctic. Hungary’s system of alliances is also linked to the high north in several ways, and the area
is also extremely important for its political, economic, and military allies. (Some member states of
NATO and the EU are Arctic countries). In addition, Hungary engaged in the scientific discovery of
the Arctic in the second half of the 19th century, ahead of many other European states. Meanwhile,
the history of Hungarian geographic discoveries and travellers forms a separate research field, as it
was presented also in a thematic issue of Modern Geografia, with a comprehensive overview of the
18th—19th-century Hungarian or Hungary-related travellers in South Asia and India(Bangha, 2022;
Tésits & Wilhelm, 2022; Zagyi, 2022), and living effects of images of India, conveyed by Hungarian
travellers (Wilhelm, 2022).

In the future, monitoring further Arctic events and participating in international scientific coope-
ration can be important for the Hungarian foreign policy for political, economic, security, scientific,

and historical reasons. The area has become a focus of international policy-making, and participation
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in local international scientific cooperation could also give prestige to countries who had less political

power in previous centuries.

METHODS

The methodology of this paper is primarily based on literature studies and processing. I also carried
out a content analysis of the Hungarian Geographical Review (Féldrajzi Kézlemények), the journal
of the 150-year-old Hungarian Geographical Society, and some accessible contemporary papers and
books. An additional source was the analysis of publications on the processes of the Arctic in the last
decade, based on the research of historical aspects. In addition, I used the results of my previous ana-
lysis (part of my dissertation), in which I periodised the eras of international discoveries in the Arctic.
This chronology provided the basis for the results of my present research on domestic travellers and
explorers.

International and domestic literature on the discovery of the Arctic is extremely extensive in
scientific publications, study volumes, and monographs. Examining the history of exploration of the
Arctic, | identified several defining processes, which I describe below.

The history of exploration of the Arctic region and the geopolitical processes of the region have
been included in Hungarian geographical research for the past two hundred and fifty years. The
expedition of Miksa Hell and Janos Sajnosics in 1768—69 directed the attention of the Hungarian
scientific community to the Arctic region. After that, the region gradually became important to
Hungarian scientists due to several aspects (ethnography, history of discovery, geography, and natural
science), so I had to analyse a wide range of specialist literature and travel history reports dealing
with the region. The Hungarian Geographical Review was among my most important sources, which
is similar to Zoltdn Wilhelm’s (2022) publication in Modern Geogrdfia, about the “Living effects
of India images conveyed by Hungarian travellers”. He investigated The Hungarian Geographical

Reviews between 1880—1945, which era was also relevant for this paper.

RESULTS
Hungarian explorers in the Arctic

Hungary did not play a central role in geographical discoveries for several reasons, because of the
country’s geographical position and because of its turbulent history. At the same time, there were a
couple of unique explorers who managed to reach the farthest corners of the world (Kubassek, 2008).
The majority of Hungarian travellers visited the most remote part of the Earth for some scientific
purpose and, according to the country’s capabilities, primarily participated in the mapping of land
areas. In addition, Hungarian scientists and the interested public have monitored the mapping of
the unknown area of the Earth, including the discoveries made in the high north. Typically, they

investigated regions more easily accessible from Hungary, so most Hungarian travellers and explorers
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visited Asia or Africa. The special reason for the frequency of Asian expeditions was the desire to
explore Hungarian prehistory and the origins of the language. During the search for language relatives
in Northern Europe or Siberia, several Hungarian scientists reached the northernmost parts of the
Scandinavian Peninsula or Siberia. Others came to distant lands for natural science investigations.
In addition to continental expeditions, a couple of maritime journeys, such as the Austro—Hungarian
polar expedition took place. In the following, I briefly describe the northern routes of domestic exp-
lorers and their main objectives and characteristics.

In domestic geographical research, the region of the Arctic became especially important from
the second half of the 1800s, during which time three Austro—Hungarian research expeditions were
carried out. The so-called Arctic rush, i.e., increased international interest in the Arctic, persisted
even after Robert Peary’s research trip, reaching the North Pole in 1909. It was one of Jend Cholnoky’s
priority areas of research, and within the framework of the Hungarian Geographical Society, he com-
missioned several researchers to investigate the region, and facilitated the publication of their books
and publications about the Arctic. During the Cold War era, the Arctic gained ground in domestic
scientific dissemination due to cooperation with the Soviet Union. In the 2000s, but primarily in
the 2010s, domestic specialized research began to examine the region due to climate change and the
transformation of geopolitical conditions. Due to this broad spectrum of research, I used a multidis-

ciplinary approach during the critical source analysis.

Periods of international discoveries

The Hungarian Arctic journeys are parallel with the international trends, which I have summarized
in the following table (Table 1). The first and second periods at international level were exceptions to
this, because in these periods Hungarian travellers showed restrained activity, so I did not divide the
period into two in Hungarian periodization.

The six eras I have identified are: pre-1600s, 1600s to mid-1800s, mid-1800s to early 1900s, 1910-
1945, and then cold war and finally the era starting from 1990. The main characteristics of each
historical unit are as follows:

» Scandinavian and East Slavic peoples (Novgorodians) visited Circumpolar Europe and Siberia,

as well as Greenland and Iceland. (Scandinavian peoples appeared in the land areas north of the
Arctic Circle, in Greenland, Iceland and, according to some assumptions, in North America,
Newfoundland. While the Novgorodians gradually conquered the Kola Peninsula and sailed in
the seas north of the coast of the present-day Russian Federation. Their purpose was to extract
resources, as primarily whaling, fur trade, and securing precious metal and salt reserves.

* From the 1600s to the middle of the 1800s, Europeans (British, Dutch, Scandinavians, and

Russians) searched for maritime trade routes in the high north, in addition to Circumpolar
Europe, Asia (Siberia) and the Americas and in between the conquest and conquest of the

archipelago was also taking place.

45



Vol. 18, Issue 1.

* From the mid-1800s to 1910s, the exploration of the Arctic Ocean, the search for the Nort-
heast and Northwest Passages, and that of the North Pole took place. In this era, the belief
in the discovery of the commercial shipping route was already moderated, it was rather the
desire to map the unknown territories that drove those who came to the region. Technological
development played a key role in this competition and required high financial expenditures
(this process can be compared to the era of the space race of the 20th century). Great powers
and emerging nations at the end of the 19th century participated in the research: the United
Kingdom, Sweden, Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, Denmark, Norway, the United
States of America, and Russia.

* The period between 1910 and 1945 is different from the previous one because in 1909 the
American Robert Edwin Peary reached the North Pole. Therefore, in this period, the mapping
of the Arctic Ocean and its tributaries took place, in which mainly the coastal states of the
Arctic Ocean participated, and the competition between the United States of America and the
Soviet Union, which would later extend to other areas, was already outlined.

* The Cold War extended to the region, as it is separated by the Arctic Ocean, and also connected
the United States of America and the Soviet Union. In this period, military and security policy
aspects came to the fore.

* After 1990, not only the end of the bipolar world order had an impact on the region, but also
climate change, whose result was that several geostrategic resources have become available
(natural resources: crude oil, natural gas, shipping routes, tourism), besides the states of the
region, significant resources attracting the interest of extraterritorial states (including China,
India, Japan, South Korea, the European Union and some European countries). In addition,
environmental safety aspects have also come to the fore, both in the formation of international

policy and in global public discourse.

First period: The first Hungarian explorers in the Arctic

The first period of the research in the Circumpolar region consisted of a few sporadic expeditions,
which either served more scientific purposes or were not specifically created for the research of the
Arctic. At the same time, the fact that Hungarian researchers reached the high north and made Nordic
locations known to the Hungarian scientific public was also a significant achievement in the era.

The data on the first explorer to the north fades into the shadows of history. It can be assumed that
there was a connection between the medieval Vikings and Hungarians. According to contemporary
chronicles, during Leif Erikson's journey to America, a presumably Hungarian sailor named Tyrker
participated. In the period, the name Tyrker mostly meant Hungarian. The uncertain position can be
supported by an archaeological finding in a Norman settlement in North America because the silver
money of Stephen I of Hungary was also found during excavations (Havas, 1985).

The first two travellers in the following did not visit areas beyond the Arctic Circle, but places that

were among the northernmost points of the world known in their time.
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Table 1. Historic overview of Arctic resources and nations interested in the region

Period

Arctic zone

Nation

Geostrategic resource

Period before the 1600s

Circumpolar Europe,
Siberia, Greenland and
Iceland

Scandinavian and East
Slavic peoples

Natural resources: whale,
fur, noble metal, salt

From the 1600s to the
mid-1800s

Circumpolar Europe, Asia
and America, and archi-
pelagos and seas located
between them

British, Dutch, Scandinavi-

ans, Russians

Natural resources: whale,
fur, noble metal, salt; sea
trade routes

From the 1860s to 1910s

The Arctic Ocean and
its tributary seas, the
Northeast and Northwest
Passages, and the search
for the North Pole

The United Kingdom,
Sweden, Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Den-
mark, Norway, the United
States of America, Russia

Shipping routes,
geographical exploration
competition

From the 1910s to 1945

The Arctic Ocean and its
tributary seas

The United States of

America, the Soviet Union,

and coastal states

Security policy aspects

Cold War The Arctic Ocean and its The United States of Security policy aspects
tributary seas America and the Soviet
Union
After 1990 The Arctic Ocean and its Arctic states and extrater- | Natural resources: crude

tributary seas and conti-
nental Circumpolar Arctic

ritorial powers including:
China, India, Japan, South
Korea, the European

oil, natural gas
Commercial shipping
routes

Union (and some European | Tourism*
countries) Environmental security
aspects

Source: own edition
* Tourism has become an important economic sector in the region.

The first recorded Hungarian explorer who reached America, namely its northern region, was Step-
hanus Parmenius in 1583. Sir Humphrey Gilbert invited the Hungarian, who was engaged in literary
activities in Oxford, England, to be the chronicler of his Newfoundland expedition. He is the first
known Hungarian who visited North America. In addition, he arrived at the region belonging to the
northernmost areas of the then-known New World. During the expedition, his ship disappeared, was
probably shipwrecked. At the same time, an account of the Hungarian traveller survived in the form
of a letter about the locations he visited (Havas, 1985).

The next Hungarian explorer, Maurice Benyovszky, who travelled to areas north of 60° latitude,
was the first known Hungarian in the Northern part of Asia, visiting Siberia. (Later he also reached
North America. However, he did not reach such high latitudes as Stephanus Parmenius.) Benyovszky,
as a part of his adventurous life, arrived at Kamchatka as a prisoner in 1769 and walked across Siberia
on the way to the peninsula. The Hungarian count escaped from captivity, and originally planned to
reach the shores of Alaska in America, but this venture was not successful. Thus, his ship made its
way to Japan (Kubassek, 2008). It is notable that Vitus Bering sailed to the Aleutian Islands shortly
before Benyovszky in 1741 and laid the foundation for navigation between the American and Asian
continents. In that era, the regular crossing between Alaska and the Kamchatka Peninsula was yet to

happen. The first permanent Russian settlements were established in Alaska only in the 1790s.
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The first two Hungarians who are known to have visited areas beyond the Arctic Circle were two
Jesuit scientists, Miksa Hell and Janos Sajnovics, who reached Varde in Norway in 1768—69. During
their journey, they made astronomical, geological, and meteorological observations, which were of
great importance in the international scientific life of the time. This was the first Hungarian expedition
to the high north that was organized and successfully carried out to achieve scientific goals. Maria
Theresa also assured the scientists of her support with a diplomatic letter of recommendation, and the
Danish royal court provided financial funding for the costs of the trip. The linguistic significance of
the Lapland journey is that during his stay, Janos Sajnovics also began comparing the Hungarian and
Lappish languages. Later, in 1888, Ott6 Herman visited the site of the expedition of the two scientists'
journey, which was considered a significant scientific journey in the era (Kubassek, 2008).

Due to the search for the Finno—Ugric kinship of the Hungarian language, several Hungarian
explorers and scientists later went to the northern regions of Siberia, among them was Antal Reguly,
who visited the region during 1843—45. He also reached the Urals beyond the Arctic Circle and the
shores of the Arctic Ocean. In addition to studying the language and ethnographic characteristics
of the Finno—Ugric people living in Russia, it was of great importance that he drew the first map of
the Northern Urals on behalf of the Russian Geographical Society. He was also the first European
traveller in some of the harsh northern areas of the mountain range. In honour of his work, in 1990, a
mountain peak beyond the Arctic Circle of the Urals was named after him, this is the Mount Reguly
(Kubassek, 2008).

The first period of the research, which can be characterised with a few sporadic expeditions, was

followed by a more concentrated era, with significant scientific achievements and great efforts.

Second Period: The 19" century Arctic rush in Hungary

The first real polar expeditions took place in the second period of the Hungarian Arctic discoveries.
Before the so-called Austro—Hungarian North Pole expedition, a preparatory journey was organized
in 1871. It was followed by the famous 1872—74 discovery trip. The explorers discovered Franz Josef
Land, an archipelago in the Arctic Ocean, by the coast of Siberia. The northern research trip is
considered the greatest international scientific success of the Austro—Hungarian Monarchy. Later,
the naval officer of the Austro—Hungarian Monarchy, Karl Weyprecht inspired the first International
Polar Year.

The Austro—Hungarian Monarchy joined the polar research in the early phase of the so-called
North Pole rush. The monarchy could mobilize technical, scientific, and financial resources to imp-
lement the expedition. In the case of the expedition, the results were the first scientific works from
the Franz Josef Land and the name of the area, which to this day bears the name given by the former
Austro—Hungarian explorers.

In the last third of the 19th century, international scientific competition had geopolitical dimensions,
as Daniel K. Benjamin (2001) points out, with a parallel to the 20th-century space race. The great

powers tried to achieve results in a peaceful way as well, and to prove that they were able to create the

48



Németh, Viktoria -

The Arctic from a Hungarian Perspective
material and technological conditions, scientific background and use the resources to achieve results.
The expedition cast a favourable light on the monarchy, both domestically and internationally. He was
able to provide the material, technological and scientific background to carry out the very expensive
and difficult-to-implement expedition. In the era, only a select group of states allowed or could afford
this (for example: England, America, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, or Italy). The journey became a
forerunner to the International Polar Year, the prominent forum for international Arctic research.

The Polar Year was organized between 1882—83, one year after the death of Karl Weyprecht, who
developed the idea (Nagy, 2003). Austria—Hungary, along with the United States of America, Canada,
Denmark, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Italy, and the Netherlands, participated in the alliance. Scien-
tists of the monarchy established a measuring station on the Jan Mayen Islands and carried out tests
(Nagy, 2003).

The third Arctic expedition differed from the previous two, as well as from what was previously
customary in polar research. The researchers' aim was an island halfway between Iceland and Gre-
enland in the Atlantic Ocean. Scientists have established an observation station there. Based on the
description of the Hungarian Geographical Review (Hungarian Geographical Society, 1883), the
island was very suitable for conducting observations, as its extent is so small that it does not influence
weather conditions. According to the cited report, all the planned measurements were successfully
tested (among others: meteorological, oceanographic, and sea currents), and despite the harsh weat-
her conditions and difficulties, the participants were all able to return home after the research year.
The observers were transported to and from the island by the monarchy's navy. Along the way, the
scientists also had the opportunity to make small observations in the surrounding seas and in Iceland.
The main value of the research was the comparison of the measurement data collected on Jan Mayen
Island with data from other locations (Hungarian Geographical Society, 1883, 391-393).

In this period, which took place before the first American expedition (in 1909) to reach the North
Pole, only one more Hungarian traveller reached the Circumpolar North. This journey can be categ-
orised again as sporadic expedition. In 1901, a Hungarian ship mechanic, Lukacs Vo6rds, participated
in an American Arctic expedition, the Baldwin—Ziegler Polar Expedition. (A journey which tried to
reach the North Pole from Franz Josef Land.) If his report can be considered authentic, the proof of his
journey is a letter that Lukacs Voros sent home from Franz Josef Land (Lendvai, 2009). This journey
was not the part of a series of large expeditions carried out with official state support. At the end of
the era, the North Pole was reached a few years later, in 1909.

This age, the second period, and at the same time perhaps the most outstanding one, the period of

international and domestic Arctic research was essentially closed.

Third period: The promotion of the Arctic in Hungarian geography

The next era was the period of the collection of scientific knowledge of the Arctic and the populari-
zation of these researches, and the years from 1910 to the beginning of the Cold War can be classified

here. It is largely linked to the work of a single prominent geographer, Jené Cholnoky.
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This way, the most prominent Hungarian researcher who travelled to the Circumpolar North
during this period was Jend Cholnoky. The famous Hungarian geographer conducted extensive
research, as Janos Kubassek (2022) highlights in Modern Geografia. Cholnoky’s extreme interest
in Arctic research is also reflected in his journey to Svalbard in 1910. Later, in 1914, his book about
Arctic research, entitled Ice World was published, in addition to which the topic appears in several of
his books, for example, Discoverers and Conquerors of the Earth (1930). Jené Cholnoky wrote the
foreword and edited Amundsen's books published in Hungarian. Cholnoky also selected an essay with
the subject of the Arctic for the book series published by the Hungarian Geographical Society. Among
them, there was DezsO Papp's (1914) writing: All the way to the North Pole. The great interest could
be based on the fact that the race to reach the North Pole ended just a few years earlier, in 1909, with
Peary's success.

Cholnoky was not alone in his passion for the Arctic, Marton Voros, writer, translator, geographer,
cultural diplomat from Stockholm, translated Hans W. Ahlmann's (1934) account of the Swedish—
Norwegian arctic expedition in 1931 into Hungarian. The title of the book published on the trip is The
Lucky Expedition: Hans W. Ahlmann's Journey to the Northern Ice World. He also knew the leader of
the expedition personally through the Swedish Geographical Society.

At the beginning of the 20th century, another Hungarian traveller visited the peripheral areas
of the Arctic. The importance of their journeys is given by the fac that it was a live report from a
landscape never seen by the Hungarian publicity. Besides Jené Cholnoky, Gyorgy Barcza, diplomat
and world traveller, took part in a cruise from Norway on the Barents Sea, between Northern Norway
and Svalbard. Cholnoky (1911) reports on the event in his book titled 7ravel Notes on an Arctic Ocean
Hunting Trip.

At the end of the era, in 1931, another Hungarian traveller, Ferenc Rékos, went beyond 80° north
latitude. Rakos was a Hungarian who emigrated to the Soviet Union after the fall of the Soviet Union.
The purpose of the trip in 1931 was for a Soviet airship and an icebreaker Maligin to meet near Franz
Josef Land in the Barents Sea. The journey served promotional purposes, tourists could travel on the
board of a Soviet icebreaker for the first time, among them Umberto Nobile, an arctic explorer, and an
American millionaire woman (Kulcsar, 1973).

As the closing chord of the era, in 1935 Zsigmond Széchenyi went on a hunting trip to Alaska. In
addition to his hunting experiences, he reported on his observations in the northern region. His book,
entitled I hunted in Alaska: Hunter's Diary August—October 1935 was first published in 1937, and
later went through several editions.

The latter work forms a transition to the next period when scientific information disseminating

literature about the Arctic region became popular.

Fourth period: The emergence of the Arctic in scientific dissemination

The two most defining motifs of the following era were characterized by the widespread dissemina-

tion of knowledge about the Arctic and the friendly relations between the Soviet Union and Hungary.
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During the bipolar world order, the Soviet Union paid special attention to the Arctic, and demonst-
rated its local presence in front of foreign and allied journalists. This way, in 1971 MTI’s Moscow
correspondent, Istvan Kulcsar, also reached the North Pole—19 station — (which was then located at
81° 22’ north latitude) — together with representatives of several Central European socialist countries.
Additionally, according to Kulcsar’s report, a Hungarian journalist, Janos Zsombor, had travelled
beyond 80° north latitude before him (Kulcsar, 1973). Very little data is available about the mentioned
journey. Kulcsar described his own journey in detail in his book titled With a Microphone at the North
Pole, published in 1973.

In addition to Istvan Kulcsar, Pal Rockenbauer, a popular Hungarian hiker and television editor,
reached the arctic regions, both in the north and in the south. Rockenbauer (1979) reports on his
experiences of the icy landscapes and his knowledge about the Arctic in his youth book What the Ice
World Tells.

The Soviet Union tried to transfer its intense interest in the Arctic to the allied countries in other
ways. The literature related to the Hungarian Arctic showed a significant increase in the period, and
the topic also appeared in the media.

The trip of Istvan Kulcsar and Elemér Csak to the Arctic can be considered the closing moment
of the era. The expedition took place after the fall of the Iron Curtain, in 1990, and a summary book
about it was also published. In their work titled The Ice Curtain is Falling, the two journalists present

the living conditions of the Eskimos living on the two sides of the Bering Strait, in Kamchatka and
Alaska.

Fifth period: the geopolitical significance of the Arctic from the perspective of
Hungarian research

The phenomenon of the North Pole came to the fore in the 2000s in Hungarian research scope, but
mainly after 2007, when two events of symbolic importance took place in the summer of that year: the
Northwest Passage opened completely from under the ice sheet for the first time, and Russia raised its
flag under the sea, which caused great international response in public and scientific public opinion.
Hungarian researchers were primarily focused on the new international relations system emerging
with the melting Arctic, including issues such as the international legal questions of the ownership of
the undersea continental shelf, and the new challenges of security policy as environmental security.
The Hungarian researchers mostly take a comprehensive look at the issues raised by the following:
which countries are interested, whose interests collide, and what resources the competition is about.
There are even fewer articles on the topic that focus on one specific issue. Among the exceptions,
Andrea Marton’s work mainly examines the region through the armed security forces (military pre-
sence and the local operation of the coast guards). Daniel Berzsenyi deals with the new challenges of
security policy (for example, energy security, environmental security, and the security of transport
routes). Vivien Vigh studied the geopolitical processes and security policy challenges of the past

in several publications, while Tamas Almdsi and Kldra Siposné Kecskeméthy (2018) examined the

51



- Vol. 18, Issue 1.

relationship between global warming and epidemics in their study. Erzsébet Csatlos and Tamas Latt-
mann approach the topic from the perspective of international law. And Mihaly Miklos Nagy puts
the events of the Arctic in a historical context. In domestic literature, the emphasis on the Russian
relationship can be observed, since among the regional states, Russian activity is the most significant

in the region, and Russian foreign policy has the greatest impact on Central European relations.

An overview of the trips of Hungarian ethnographers and linguists to the Arctic

A special group of Hungarian travellers should be mentioned in connection with the northern disco-
veries, among them the linguists and ethnographers who followed Antal Reguly to the Circumpolar
North. (There were other Hungarian linguists and ethnographers in the Finno—Ugric region, here
only the Arctic journeys are mentioned.) In many cases, the works of ethnographers and linguists
also contained journey reports about the Arctic region, which were published several times in the
Hungarian Geographical Review. Among the first, Karoly Papai conducted research in the field of
the northernmost Finno—Ugric peoples and reached the areas inhabited by the Samoyeds living in
the Circumpolar North at the end of the 1800s. Papai (1889) wrote about his work entitled "Report
on My North-Siberian Journey." Later Ferenc Bathori, linguist and ethnographic researcher visited
Lapland several times, where he collected folk tales and folk songs at the beginning of the 20th
century. He also published his travel report in a book in 1917: My Travels in the Lapland. Janos
Kodolényi travelled to Finland several times in the 1930s, three books about his journeys were later
published, Suomi, the Land of Silence (in 1937) and Secrets of Suomi (in 1939) and the edited book
Suomi (in 1940). In the 1970s, the writer Gyorgy Rado also travelled to the northern parts of Finland,
and reported on the event in a travelogue, Among Linguistic Relatives (1975). In the same period, the
music historian and folk music researcher Gyorgy Szomjas—Schiffer (1976) collected folk music in
Lapland and Finland, and two books from his collections were published, In Search of the Ancient
Music of Finno—Ugric Peoples (1965) and The Discussion of Finno—Ugric Music. In 1980, writer
and translator Endre Gombar's experiences and ethnographic observations on the Lapland journey
were published in the book titled In the Realm of the Midnight Sun. After the era of ethnography and
language, in recent decades, Hungarian scholars have been mostly concerned with the minority legal
status of the Lapps and the indigenous peoples of Siberia.

Although linguistics and ethnography do not directly belong to the subject of geographical research,
the work of the aforementioned authors is enriched by numerous travelogues and social geography

features.

CONCLUSIONS

I examined the geographical discoveries in the Arctic, I focused on Hungarian geographical research
and related research fields. At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, domestic scientists, among

them geographers, involved the Arctic region in the scope of their research. During the study of
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the Hungarian history of discovery and travel history, I identified several periods of studying and
investigating the Arctic. It should also be noted that the Hungarian Arctic journeys are parallel with
the international trends. The first period (the ages before the 1600s) and the second period (the era
from 1600s to mid-1800s) at international level were exceptions to this, because in these periods
Hungarian travellers showed restrained activity, so I did not divide the period into two in Hungarian
periodization.

The first period of the research focused on the Circumpolar region with a few sporadic expeditions,
which either served more scientific purposes or were not specifically created for the research of the
Arctic. At the same time, the fact that Hungarian researchers visited the high north and made Nordic
locations known to the Hungarian scientific public was also a significant achievement in the era.

The second is the era of so-called Arctic rush, in the last third of the 19th century, during which
general and international attention surrounded the discovery of the Arctic. This atmosphere also
reached Hungary, and thus the domestic public opinion and the scientific community turned with
interest towards the distant landscape. Among other things, the Hungarian Geographical Review,
which summarizes the annual work of the Hungarian Geographical Society, regularly reported on
the process of discovering the Arctic, as well as the research journeys made by Hungarian explorers,
including linguists and ethnographers, in the Arctic (Hungarian Geographical Society, 1883; 1885;
Halész, 1882; Halasz, 1890; Havass, 1909). From a domestic point of view, the joint Austrian—Hunga-
rian expedition that discovered the archipelago called Franz Josef Land in 1873 (Hunfalvy, 1873) was
an important milestone.

As the third major period, I identified the era from reaching the North Pole (1909) to the Second
World War, the middle of 20th century. Jené Cholnoky was an outstanding personality of this era of
Hungarian research history. The geographer himself visited the far north, and reached Svalbard in
1910 (Cholnoky, 1911). He also supported other Hungarian geographers to investigate the region and
publish informationally about it.

I identified the second half of the 20th century, the Cold War era as the fourth period. During this
age, the so-called Arctic rush, the desire and competition to discover the North Pole and the northern
sea passages calmed down as explorers reached these prominent geographical points. This epochal
boundary was reflected in the case of domestic scientific interest in addition to the international
one. Specialized research in Hungary lost momentum from the mid-1900s. The most important trend
regarding the Arctic came to the fore in the second half of the 20th century in educational literature.
Reports on the Arctic reflected closer ties with the Soviet Union. During the socialist era, Hungarian
scientists and journalists reported from time to time on scientific research in the Arctic region.

During my studies on the Arctic, I could not ignore the fact that the Arctic region was a prominent
location for Hungarian linguists and ethnographers. This line of research developed differently from
the geographical studies. However, it is an integral part of the history of domestic discovery. In several
cases, the Geographical Society itself reported on the journeys of ethnographers and linguists, and
on the recent results of these scientific fields. This scientific field also influenced the beginning of
Hungarian scientific interest. The Hungarian scientist Miksa Hell and Janos Sajnovics turned to the

high north following their journey to northern Norway in 1769 (Sajnovics, 1769) and Janos Sajnovics's
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book Demonstratio (Demonstratio Idioma Ungarorum et Lapponum idem esse) was published in
1770. Hungarian scientists researched the culture of the Sdmi (Lapp) and other Finno—Ugric peoples
and Finno—Ugric languages in distant lands (Kubassek, 2008). During the whole of the 20th century,
research on the Finno—Ugric theory continued in the northern regions. In connection with this line
of research, I consider it important that there is a long tradition of research into the Arctic and the
northern indigenous peoples in Hungary. Thus, the study of the peoples of the European Arctic —even
if it belongs to a discipline other than ethnography and applies within the framework of the present
Arctic geographical research — it fits well into the history of domestic research.

I consider the most recent period to be a specific, new era in terms of domestic scientific interest
in the Arctic. At the turn of the 2000s and 2010s, the research on the Arctic region was given new
impetus by the geopolitical processes of the region and the related international legal issues (the
intention to divide the international territories of the Arctic region). The Hungarian authors also
investigated the process of climate change in the Arctic and the natural resources which became
available, furthermore, related border disputes were analysed as well. Accordingly, the experts of
international relations and international law have begun to study the case of the Arctic.

Based on the above, I came to the conclusion that the investigation of Arctic issues fits into a series
with a long historical and geopolitical continuity. In our country, many fields of science have dealt
with the Arctic region. The investigation of the region from a geopolitical perspective began at the
beginning of the 2010s, but the analysis of the processes taking place in the region was rather limited
to one separate study, and thus writings analysing general phenomena were made (mainly territorial
disputes and the presentation of newly available resources). In addition, research into the culture,
lifestyle, language, and customs of the Finno—Ugric peoples, among them the indigenous peoples
of Northern Europe and Siberia, has significant traditions in our country, and in some cases, this is
complemented by the study of their legal and political situation. However, the literature connecting
the two lines of research, that is the ethnographic study of the Arctic peoples and the discipline of
international relations (the geopolitical processes of the Arctic), was completely lacking. This study
can fill a gap by summarising Hungarian geographical research history with an outlook to connected
study fields.
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ABSTRACT

One of the main aims of electoral geography is to examine the spatial and socio-economic relationships
of voting behaviour. Based on this, strong social cleavages were identified in the developed democracies
in the 1960s, which strongly determined voting behaviour. After the regime change, these cleavages
were also utilized by Hungarian electoral geographers to describe the spatiality of voting behaviour.
However, a decrease in the importance of these cleavages has been reported, with the market turn of
the traditional left and the strengthening of the populist right, new alignments have been created. The
present study examines the spatiality of Hungarian voting behaviour and its transformation applying
quantitative methods to the last three parliamentary elections. Based on our results, with the populist
rhetorical change of Viktor Orban (who is the leader of Fidesz, the governmental party since 2010)
that has occurred since the migration crisis (2015), he appeals much more to disadvantaged people in
the economic crisis regions (the losers of globalization), in addition to being able to retain his party’s
significant rural voter base, while its support is relatively decreasing in the economically active,

educated, and high-income regions.

Keywords: electoral geography, populism, voting behaviour, urban-rural cleavage, parliamentary

election

! Assistant Lecturer, University of Szeged, Department of Economic and Social Geography, Egyetem u. 2., 6722 Szeged,
Hungary. +36(62)344-176, kovalcsik.tamas@geo.u-szeged.hu, ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0306-0506

2 PhD Student, E6tvos Lorand University, Department of Social and Economic Geography, Pazmany Péter sétany 1/c.,
1117 Budapest, Hungary. bodimatyas@gmail.com.

3 This article is supported by the UNKP-21-4-SZTE-489 New National Excellence Program of the Ministry for Innovation
and Technology from the source of the National Research, Develop-ment and Innovation Fund.

59



Vol. 18, Issue 1.

INTRODUCTION

The 2022 Hungarian parliamentary election provided unique circumstances and results in several
aspects. On the one hand, this is the third election held in this constituency system (Tar, 2015), there-
fore, compared to the first two, longer-term trends can be examined on this spatial scale. On the other
hand, although the 12-year-old ruling party coalition Fidesz-KDNP (Alliance of Young Democrats
— Christian Democratic People’s Party) — led by Viktor Orban — faced a united opposition [including
former far-right, liberal and leftist parties, as well as their common candidates who had been selected
through a primary election (Bodi & Kovalcsik, 2022)] for the first time since 2006 (when they lost)
and they received (again) a two-thirds majority in the legislature. At the last three elections, despite
the similarity of the mandate ratios, the spatiality of voting behaviour has shifted significantly on
both the governmental and opposition sides, and these transformations are not independent from the
composition of society; moreover, electoral geography is primarily intended to explore the social,
economic and, especially, spatial background factors that influence voter decisions (Shin, 2015).

These factors include social status, age, employment status, capital-labour relations, cultural-religi-
ous orientation, position in information networks or the cohesion of local society, and the local context
(Berelson et al., 1954). Previous research has shown that these factors in developed democracies lar-
gely determined voting behaviour before the 1970s, creating stable cleavages within societies, which
largely determined the voting bases of each party (Lipset & Rokkan, 1967). Hungarian electoral
geography research most often explains the spatiality of voting behaviour with this cleavage theory
(Kovécs & Dingsdale, 1998; Kovacs & Vida, 2015; Mészaros et al., 2007; Vida & Kovacs, 2017; Vida
& Kovalcsik, 2018). Although recently stable cleavages have had less influence on voting behaviour,
as the resilient neoliberal economy affected by globalization divides society into much smaller groups
that are highly variable in time and space, making voting behaviour itself also unstable (Drummond,
2006). In addition, right-wing populism has risen since the 2010s, and its representative in Hungary
is the ruling party, Fidesz.

The aim of the present study is to explore the influence of these two processes — the realignment of
traditional cleavages and the rise of right-wing populism — on the spatiality of voting behaviour. Based
on the aim of the research, we formulated the following questions:

*  What is the spatial structure of the Hungarian voting behaviour and its realignment based on

the results of the last three elections?

» Atthe constituency scale, what social indicators determine the support of parties in parliament?

* At the constituency level, which indicators influenced the change of parties’ support?

The study is structured as follows. After the introduction, in the first part of the study, we described
the theoretical background of Hungarian voting behaviour. Then, we presented the data collection and
the mathematical and statistical methods used. Following the presentation of the main framework and
the research methodology, based on the results of the 2014, 2018 and 2022 parliamentary elections,

we clustered the 106 constituencies in Hungary based on the support of political parties and their
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transformation. In addition, we examined the socio-economic factors of voting behaviour and its

transformation. We ended the study with the conclusions drawn from our analysis.

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

Due to the disintegration of the Socialist bloc in the 1990s, electoral geography has emerged in eas-
tern Europe. The developed world has become interested in electoral processes within democracies
transformed from state socialist systems (Ishiyama, 2000). Several publications about Hungary have
been published in the most prestigious English-language journals on the topic of electoral geography.
Initially, only the election results were mapped and their basics interpreted (Kovacs, 1993; Martis
et al., 1992), but later Kovacs & Dingsdale (1998) created the Hungarian spatial structure model of
voting behaviour based on the cleavage theory of Lipset & Rokkan (1967), emphasizing the urban-
rural divide and the different attitudes of the winners and losers of the regime change in voting
behaviour. Based on these, by 1994 areas with high direct foreign investment and low unemployment
supported more the Hungarian Democratic Forum (hereinafter MDF, which formed the first right-
wing government), while the losers of globalization, those living in areas with high unemployment
due to the transition, voted more for the communist successor party, the Hungarian Socialist Party
(hereinafter MSZP) (Dingsdale & Kovacs, 1996; Kovacs & Dingsdale, 1998). Based on this, right after
the regime change, the classic economic cleavage between the political left and right was formed at
the third election. Other important empirical analyses in the region proved that not just party support
and electoral performance are determined by these cleavages, but the institutionalization of political
movements (presence of local party headquarters, membership, etc.) was also highly determined by
these social factors (Tavits, 2013). In addition to these, ethnic cleavages were also important in the
post-socialist region (Farkas, 2016).

Since the 1970s, voting behaviour has become more volatile in Western-type democracies (Drum-
mond, 2006), which was explained by the decrease in political alignment and identification of groups
created by social cleavages (Dalton, 2002). Class-based voting, which had been very strong until
then, weakened significantly due to the disintegration and diversification of the working class itself,
the expansion of education, especially higher education, as well as the later turn of left-wing parties
towards the market. From the 1980s on, left-wing vote gradually became associated with higher
educated electorate, while the same shift did not occur with the high income and high wealth social
groups in particular, who are still more supportive of right-wing parties, creating a special “multi-elite
party system” (Gethin et al., 2021).

All of this can be traced back to the growing proportion of highly qualified workers appearing
in the service sector, who, with their significant incomes, have become part of the population with
a higher social status, which greatly reduced the role of the traditional working class. As a result,
economic redistribution values were no longer felt to be important by the (former) working class as a

whole, so rather a new conservative/progressive cleavage began to emerge (Jansen et al., 2011).
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In addition, the social democratic, left-wing parties — formerly representing the welfare state —
drifted more and more to the right by applying market fundamentalist policies and state austerity
(Korpi & Palme, 2003). In connection with this, Schumacher (2015) investigated what caused all
this to happen. His results show that the structure of the party organization greatly influences the
root cause and direction of the transformation, because if the given party is organized from below
(by activists or trade unions), then it is in the direction of changing their average voters, while if it is
dominated from above — by the party leadership —, then the party’s ideology and policy are shifted
towards the entire population. As a result, left-wing parties with strong, centralized leadership shifted
much more in the direction of right-wing values.

While the traditional left represented those with lower incomes and education, i.e. the working
class, after a centrist turn like that of Tony Blair, these parties also aimed to reduce and rationalize the
measures of the welfare state (Dalton & McAllister, 2015). As a result, these left-behind social groups
in many countries, along with the losers of globalization, have turned in the direction of the populist
— in some cases the radical and extreme — right (Olsen, 2018). The phenomenon was embodied by the
UKIP led by Nigel Farage (Ford & Goodwin, 2014) in the United Kingdom, and in Sweden by the
Swedish Democrats led by Jimmie Akesson (Jylhi et al., 2019; Siimeghy, 2021, 2022). In both cases,
the new voters of the radical right were largely selected from former, native workers, who previously
voted for the left, had a lower education, worked in blue-collar jobs, and were considered losers of
globalization. It is also worth looking for the reason for the realignment of the voting camps in the
latter, since these parties were able to provide a simple explanation and point out those responsible
(e.g. immigrants or minority groups, refugees who took advantage of the welfare state) who — at least
according to them — caused the situation of the economically disadvantaged groups. In addition, the
radical right does not reject the welfare state measures supported by former left-wing parties, but,
contrary to the previous rhetoric, it rejects inclusivity and supports welfare chauvinism, which would
exclude the above-mentioned groups from the range of beneficiaries of services (Norocel, 2016).

While the realignment of voting behaviour in the West has taken a relatively long time, in the
post-socialist region it has taken place over the last 30 years, so in many cases the processes have
become congested faster than outside the Eastern bloc. While at the time of the regime change, voters
in most countries wishing to break with communist dictatorships elected a center-right government,
class-based voting did not appear at all (Szelényi et al., 1996), until communist successor leftist and/or
Social Democratic parties performed better at the second elections (not in one case, like in Hungary
and Poland, they won) (Mat&jti & Rehakova, 1997). On the one hand, this was explained by the
significant number of memberships in the former state party (Angelusz & Tardos, 1995), and, on the
other hand, its institutional system (such as trade unions) or rapid adaptation to the political climate
of regime change (social democracy instead of communism) (Waller, 1995), although later scholarly
literature does not attribute such importance to trade unions (Agh, 2000). The welfare state of social
democracy was a good message (which included the stability and security of the former system) for
voters, many of whom experienced the disadvantages of the economic crisis following the regime
change (Orenstein, 1998). In connection with this, scholarly literature has shown a considerably strong

economic drive in the post-socialist region, especially in Hungary (Stegmaier & Lewis-Beck, 2011).
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Based on this, while the weakness of rising unemployment and other macroeconomic indicators in the
early 1990s (i.e. the poor economic performance) increased the support of the Socialist Party, during
the period following their first rule this reduced the popularity of the former state party (Stegmaier
& Lewis-Beck, 2009). Indeed, even during its first government, the MSZP did not implement an
economic policy of a classic social democracy, such as stronger state redistributive measures aiming
to reduce inequalities, but certain austerity measures were implemented, and at least the merging
and growing oppositional political (right) side was able to convey these to the electorate as social
restrictions (Csigo, 1997) [e.g. the Bokros package (Koves, 1995)].

The dynamic transformation of voting behaviour following the regime change was typical until the
2000s, thus creating cleavages only slightly different from developed Western democracies (Evans,
2006). In Hungary, identity-based alignments played a greater role than socio-structural cleavages
(Fabian, 2005), and, with the exception of the Czech Republic, belonging to lower social (labour) clas-
ses in the post-socialist region did not determine the support for welfare state or egalitarian measures
(Gijsberts & Nieuwbeerta, 2000). However, identity-based alignment (the left-right self-classifica-
tion of the voter) does not necessarily rest on value-based thoughts or decisions, but stems from the
self-determination of the party which the individual is a believer in (Toka, 2005). Based on this, we
will also use a pair of left and right concepts corresponding to the self-definition of political parties in
the analytical part of the study. This type of left-right self-classification of the individual results in the
parties’ voting bases not suffering a loss due to a possible change in policy, which has helped to create
stable voting bases. Despite non-value-based self-determination, these also had stable (economic-ba-
sed) geographical patterns, as electoral geography research was able to show spatial cleavages at the
constituency level (Kovacs & Vida, 2015; Mészaros et al., 2007). Based on these, the division between
the urban-rural areas and the winners (Western Transdanubia region) and the losers of the (former
industrial districts) economic transition was mostly detected in Hungary (Kovacs & Dingsdale, 1998).
A spatially well-fragmented and not rational but increasingly identity-based alignment can lead to
geographical and political polarization, as it does not demand or even tolerate criticism within the
camp, thereby reducing accountability (Kordsényi, 2013). In addition, the election campaign of the
two opposing camps may escalate to the extreme, resulting in the need to destroy the other (Sheiring,
2019) by a series of negative campaigns (Ceka, 2013). At the same time, the period of the left-liberal
government coalition between 2006 and 2010 was burdened with scandals and crises. The leak of the
“Oszod speech™ before the 2006 municipal elections caused Fidesz to win many seats and mayoral
mandates (Korosényi et al., 2017); for example, in Budapest, it doubled the number of its mayors. Des-
pite the fact that a significant part of the public (mainly from the right) demanded the resignation of
the government and new elections (even with bloody street riots), the left-liberal government remained
in place, causing political discontent and crisis. The situation was further aggravated by the financial
crisis of 2008, which mainly affected lower-income social groups with foreign currency loans rather

than high-income ones. This already low level of trust in political institutions, which is characteristic

4 In his closed-door speech at BalatonGszéd, the newly elected Socialist Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany admitted
that they had lied during the campaign and that austerity measures would be necessary in order to stabilize Hungary's
budget, the recording of which was leaked in the fall of 2006 (Bir6-Nagy & Rona, 2013).
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of the entire post-socialist region, further reduced, which increased the need for a populist rhetoric
(Varga & Freyberg-Inan, 2012). Before the 2010 parliamentary elections, a significant number of
analysts were already preparing for the victory of the right wing, which had already become populist
at that time (Toth & Torok, 2015).

As aresult, the formerly moderate-right-conservative ruling party (Fidesz led by Viktor Orban) has
taken an illiberal, populist and authoritarian turn since 2010. However, similar political formations are
not unique in the post-socialist region, as Law and Justice, led by Jaroslaw Kaczynski, is conducting
an illiberal and authoritarian government in Poland (Drindczi & Bien-Kacata, 2019), and ANO2011,
led by Andrej Babis, also appeared as a new right-wing populist party in the Czech Republic, which
also held a government position between 2017 and 2021 (Maskarinec, 2019). It is worth examining
the above-mentioned notions separately, according to which the Hungarian ruling party is populist
in the sense that it communicates with extremely simple messages against the existing global system
and institutions (T6th, 2020), such as the anti-Soros campaign (Plenta, 2020), “Stopping” Brussels or
xenophobia (Gessler et al., 2021; Kiss & Szabd, 2018). With these messages, it clearly addresses the
less educated strata, who are the losers of globalization (Guth & Nelsen, 2019). The illiberalism of the
system can also be seen in its self-identification, rhetoric and politics (Rydlinski, 2018), as it contradi-
cts traditional liberal values in its communication (Kordsényi & Patkos, 2017), and authoritarian, as
the leader of the ruling party implements and maintains strong, centralized, authoritarian leadership
(Enyedi, 2020), prebendal authority (Szelenyi, 2016) or plebiscitary leadership (Kordsényi, 2019).
The study seeks to explore the spatial context of this transformation through changes in the social

composition and spatiality of voting bases.

METHODS

The research uses mathematical-statistical methods to analyse the realignment of Hungarian voting
behaviour at the constituency level. First, the results of the last three parliamentary elections held
between 2014 and 2022 were used in order to examine the electoral spatial structure and its transfor-
mation. In the analysis, voter turnout and the share of parliamentary party supports were included as
input parameters, to reduce their number a principal component analysis was performed. Principal
components formed in this way adequately characterize the different aspects of the spatiality of
voting behaviour, but to examine the spatial structure and its transformation, a K-means clustering
was performed to classify the different types of constituencies. Hungarian electoral spatial structure
can be determined and characterized by the voting behaviour indicators of the clusters’ constituencies
(Appendix 1), as well as by the location of these clusters (Figure 1).

Afterwards, the election results were compared with various socio-economic indicators using the
Pearson and Spearman correlation coefficient (Figure 2) in order to examine the transformation of
previously observed socio-economic cleavages (Kovacs, 2000; Vida & Kovalcsik, 2018). Spearman
rank correlation was used to examine the urban-rural division, since a four-level ordinal scale was

used to characterize it (rural constituencies were given 1, constituencies with a town of at least 50,000
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people were given 2, constituencies with regional centre were given 3 and the capital’s constituencies
were given 4). Pearson correlation coefficients were calculated to detect ethnic (proportion of Romani),
social status (age, education, proportion of married people), economic status (income, occupational
categories, unemployment) and religious (proportion of Catholics, Calvinists, Atheists) cleavages.
With age groups and the proportion of married people, we measure the composition of households,
since a young university student, a single pensioner or a large family represent a completely different
social status. For the occupational categories, the ISCO categorization was used, and the groups thus
generated were organized into three status categories (high, medium and low) based on the method
already used in the literature (Marcinczak et al., 2015). Some of the indicators are collected by the
Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) [1] only during censuses — the last one in Hungary at the
time of writing the study was in 2011 —, so the datasets of the given year could only be used for the

other indicators (of course, these were indicated in the corresponding tables of the results).

RESULTS

A similar analysis of the 2014 and 2018 parliamentary elections has already been published in the
journal Modern Geografia (Vida & Kovalcsik, 2018); however, in order to understand the results
of the 2022 elections, it is necessary to compare them with the two previous elections, therefore, in
this study we also included some of the results contained therein, supplemented of course with the
discussion of the most recent (2022) election results. Accordingly, first the context of each election
was described, then continued with the spatial dimension of voting behaviour, and finally the support

of each party was linked to various socio-economic indicators.

The context of Hungarian parliamentary elections between 2014 and 2022

After its landslide election victory in 2010 (national average: 53%), Fidesz led by Viktor Orban won
three consecutive parliamentary elections and — partly due to the peculiarities of the electoral system
[created by them in 2011 (Kovacs & Vida, 2015; Kovalcsik et al., 2019; Vida, 2020)] — received two-
thirds majority in the legislature (which is the constitutional majority in the Hungarian system) on all
three occasions. This performance was achieved with 43.6% national support in 2014, 47.4% in 2018,
and 52.3% in 2022 (Appendix 1). So, since 2014, Fidesz has had some significantly growing support,
which was partly due to the structure and movements of other political parties. Because in 2010,
the former bipolar party system broke up and, besides the governing party, two political blocs were
formed from both the left and the right.

The bigger governing party before 2010, the MSZP — the successor of the communist state party
— was on the left, but later the split (Democratic Coalition, hereinafter DK) and newly formed poli-
tical movements (Politics Can Be Different — Hungary’s Green Party, hereinafter LMP; Dialogue,
hereinafter P; Together, hereinafter Egyiitt) further increased the fragmentation of party structure on

this side. In 2014, these parties (except for the green LMP) ran together at the election (Unity), but
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the formation that previously (in 2002 and 2006) received almost half of the votes received only 26%
nationally.

In the far right, the Movement for a Better Hungary (hereinafter Jobbik) gained strength following
the political crisis of 2006 and the economic and the resulting social crisis of 2008. Jobbik began
to gain strength largely in those areas where the socialist party previously collected the votes from
the losers of globalization. These were traditionally industrial regions established in the earlier state
socialist period, in which the socialist tradition had a strong cultural identity, but they fell into crisis
after the regime change due to the economic transition. However, the political and economic crisis
(the latter mainly affected those with lower incomes) overwhelmed the trust in the traditional political
elite and resulted in the success of populist rhetoric in the most vulnerable social groups. Moreover,
one of Jobbik’s main messages was directed against a minority group, the Romani people, who live in
the economically most disadvantaged areas (peripheral, small villages near former industrial fields).
With this welfare chauvinist rhetoric, Jobbik was able to gain popularity in the low status, majority
society. The party thus achieved 20% support in 2014.

A highly significant turn in Viktor Orban’s rhetoric began during the migration crisis of 2015, with
which he began to use the themes and rhetoric (populism and welfare chauvinism) of the far-right. At
the 2018 election, the leftist parties ran separately but coordinated their individual candidates, while
the moderating Jobbik approached the other opposition (leftist) parties (largely due to the rhetorical
change of Fidesz) but did not withdraw any of its candidates. Nevertheless, a significant number of
voters supported the opposition candidate they considered to be the strongest, regardless of which
party they voted for on the list [strategic voting (Alvarez & Nagler, 2000; Blais et al., 2001)]. That is
why Fidesz won the same number of seats in the legislature as in 2014, even though it achieved a point
three percentages higher national result. The further shift of Fidesz to the far-right and the previous
positive experiences from coordination motivated the opposition parties (including Jobbik) to unite
for the 2022 election. However, the united opposition suffered a huge defeat due to the new political
movement that appeared on the far-right (Our Homeland Movement, hereinafter Mi Hazank) and the
abandonment of their former voters (of Jobbik)(Bodi & Kovalcsik, 2022). In the following, the spatial

and socio-economic aspects of these processes were analysed.

The spatial structure of the voting behaviour

To describe the spatial structure of Hungarian voting behaviour, first a principal component analysis
was created, thereby creating two new variables that cover 86.32% of the spatial distribution of parties’
support. The first component correlates with the support of almost all parties with high significance,
while the second component shows a higher correlation with the support of Fidesz in 2014 (Table 1).
However, this latter correlation will almost completely disappear by 2022, and the governing party
coalition’s support also shows a strong correlation with the first component. Consequently, during the
last three parliamentary elections, the spatial distribution of support for Fidesz was mostly transfor-

med. In the following, we examined which areas were affected by this realignment.
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Table 1. Correlation coefficients between the parties’ support and the principal components

Parties Comp 1 Comp 2
2014 Fidesz-KDNP -0.567 0.798
MSZP-Egyiitt-DK-PM-MLP (Unity) 0.927 -0.322
LMP 0.942 0.150
Jobbik -0.854 -0.401
2018 Fidesz-KDNP -0.831 0.530
Jobbik -0.744 -0.527
MSZP-P 0.811 -0.339
DK 0.854 -0.236
LMP 0.907 0.179
2022 Fidesz-KDNP -0.928 0.286
DK-Jobbik-LMP-Momentum-MSZP-P (United for Hungary) 0.942 -0.289
Mi Hazank -0.727 -0.238

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis

This was achieved with a K-means cluster analysis of the two principal components, with which four
clusters were formed (Table 2). The 2014 Fidesz support had correlation coefficient with the opposite
sign with the two different components, one of which became stronger and the other became non-sig-
nificant, so the change occurred in the clusters that have centres with the same sign. In the purple
cluster, the mean value of both components is negative, which means that in 2014 Fidesz did not get
the most voters in these areas, although it was around the national average in areas where previously
(in 2002 and 2006) the socialists were mostly stronger, but in 2022 a highly negative correlation value
(between the comp 1 and Fidesz’s support) shows that at the last election they got most of their voters
from here, after the orange cluster. Moreover, Jobbik’s support reached its maximum here in 2014
(Appendix 1), so both the far-right and the moderate right benefited in these areas from the collapse of
the left in 2010. The purple cluster clearly contained the previously described unfavourable economic
areas (Figure 1) besides the orange cluster (Table 3). As a result, support for Fidesz clearly increased
the most in the economically disadvantaged areas, while in the purple cluster it integrated former
Jobbik voters, while in the orange areas it was already able to rise from a high base.

Table 2. Cluster centres

Comp 1

-0.56

-0.59

1.32

1.24

Comp 2

-0.78

0.74

1.04

Source: own editing

-0.82
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Figure 1. The spatiality of voting behaviour and its transformation in Hungary

Source: own editing based on the National Electoral Office [2].

Table 3. Averages of social indicators in each cluster

Low status (%) 50.08 49.78 25.88 31.76
Income (HUF/month) 246.025 253.876 375.577 324.365
High status (%) 16.03 16.41 36.42 27.07
Educated (%) 12.50 12.71 32.75 24.15
Urban-Rural (4 to 1) 1.37 1.21 2.71 342

Source: own editing based on the Hungarian Central Statistical Office [1].

The other significant change occurred in the blue cluster, because there the mean value of both com-
ponents is positive, so in 2014 Fidesz was still strong in these areas, while by 2022 its support has
relatively decreased [in 2014 it was still above the national average, while in 2022 the ruling party
was significantly below average (Appendix 1)]. This area can be considered the traditional base of
the moderate right, as it is characterized by high income, suburbanization or high (mainly industrial

or technical) employment (Figure 1). From the relative decrease, it can be assumed that the people
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living here have not yet turned away en masse from the ruling party coalition, but some attrition is
visible and that Fidesz does not gain the expansion of its voters from there. In addition, the districts
belonging to the red cluster remained the last strongholds of the left and in 2022 the united opposition.
These are mostly the constituencies of the capital (Budapest) and rural regional centres (Szeged, Pécs,
Nyiregyhdza, Tatabanya), so it mostly contains the urban areas of the country. With this, it can be

concluded that the urban-rural division appears more strongly in the Hungarian voting behaviour.

The socio-economic influence on the voting behaviour

The previous findings were partly supported and partly supplemented by the inclusion of socio-eco-
nomic indicators (Figure 2). Based on these, the social cleavages did not disappear from voting
behaviour, only a realignment can be observed. Correlations of Fidesz’s support with the classic social
status cleavages (the proportion of married people and young people (under 14) — which is essenti-
ally an indicator of families —, and the ratio of Christians) remain unchanged, but the relationships
along the economic (the ratio of low status and unemployment) and ethnic (the proportion of Romani
people) dimension have changed significantly, underpinning the previous finding that Fidesz gained
a significant number of voters from Jobbik’s camp, since the far-right’s economic relationships have
changed in the exact opposite direction. In addition, the negative correlations of Fidesz’s support
with indicators (income, high status, educated people, urban-rural division) that positively measure
economic development have significantly strengthened. This also supports the statement that the
populist rhetoric of the ruling party coalition primarily appeals to those with lower incomes and the
more economically vulnerable.

The political left, running together (2014) or separately (2018), as well as united with Jobbik (2022),
shows the same system of social cleavages between 2014 and 2022 (Figure 2). Their relationships
with high social and economic status are as strong as a niche party (such as LMP had in 2014 and
2018), so it can be assumed that they did not manage to appeal to any new social groups at the last
three elections. In addition, the relationships of the united opposition in 2022 also show that far-right
(previous Jobbik) voters did not join, but mostly switched votes to Fidesz. Along with this, it can
be concluded that the newly formed Mi Hazank did not integrate old Jobbik voters, but rather had
a less ethnically divided (but essentially right-wing) voting base. Furthermore, the support of Mi
Hazank was balanced at different levels of the settlement hierarchy (except for Budapest, where it
was extremely low) and it basically obtained the most votes in the south-eastern region of the country
(where the party president also comes from). In addition to all this, the party is much more popular
among low-status employed than among unemployed people, who previously (2014 and 2018) voted
for Jobbik, but in 2022 voted much more for Fidesz.
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Figure 2. The socio-economic cleavages of political parties’ support

Source: own editing based on the Hungarian Central Statistical Office [1] and National Electoral Office [2].

CONCLUSIONS

Based on our present study, traditional social cleavages still have a strong influence on the spatial
distribution of voting behaviour in Hungary. Nevertheless, while the ruling right-wing party (Fidesz)
had the ability to make a move to the direction of different social groups (i.e. lower-income groups,
people living in areas with a higher Romani population ratio, etc.), thus attracting new electorates
among them, the left-wing opposition is still associated with and supported by social groups that are
quite identical to those in 2018 and 2014. This was unquestionably one of the most important reasons
of the landslide victory of the governmental party over the united opposition in 2022. One of the
strongest traditional cleavages is the urban-rural divide: while Fidesz has always been dominant in
rural Hungary, the correlation becomes even stronger by each election year. Similar to urban-rural

divide, social status must also be mentioned as a long-lasting determinant by which low-status electo-
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rate is attracted by Fidesz as well; however, the correlation became twice as strong from 2014 to 2022,
due to the fact that the rhetorical approach of the government has changed in the populist direction.

Some of the observed social indicators went through a significant transformation and became more
important to determine the spatial structure of the parties’ support. The ratio of the Romani minority
is definitely an interesting case. In 2014, in the explanation of Fidesz support, we could not mention
this indicator, as the correlation value was nearly 0, while it was quite determinant for the far-right
Jobbik that time. By 2022, it became almost as determinant for Fidesz as it was for Jobbik in 2014,
which implies the failure of the united opposition forces to integrate the former Jobbik electorate,
while Fidesz was able to do that. This was also one of the most important findings of the cluster
analyses when it comes to the characteristics of the purple cluster.

As it was argued, traditional class-based political landscapes have shifted to a much more frag-
mented and identity-based alignment globally, since the traditional redistributive coalitions were
broken, and groups, suffering from high inequality of different kinds, became more fragmented.
In most western countries, left parties are dominantly supported by higher educated groups, while
high-income people still support the right. This phenomenon was called the transformation towards
the “multi-elite party system;” however, this was already challenged in the US, at the last presidential
elections, where the top 10% earners voted for the Democrat candidate, for the first time in history
(Gethin et al., 2021). In Hungary, we observed something similar in the geographical space, in a sense
that the top-income and top-educated social groups gradually turn away from the ruling right-wing
forces (Figure 2, “Income” and “High Status” correlation values and their dynamic). In the US, it was
referred to as the “Trump effect,” and we also have a reason to believe that prime minister Viktor

Orban also has an important personal effect on shaping this changing voting behaviour.
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APPENDIX

Appendix 1. Party supports of the cluster created

- - - - National
average
2014 Voter turnout 58.2% 59.3% 69.5% 63.9% 61.1%
Fidesz-KDNP 41.8% 49.0% 44.0% 36.6% 43.6%
Unity 23.7% 21.0% 31.1% 35.6% 26.2%
LMP 3.7% 4.3% 8.6% 8.0% 5.5%
Jobbik 26.5% 21.8% 12.5% 15.5% 20.7%
2018 Voter turnout 66.2% 68.4% 76.6% 71.7% 69.4%
Fidesz-KDNP 47.7% 54.0% 43.4% 38.1% 47.4%
Jobbik 24.9% 19.8% 13.4% 16.4% 19.8%
MSZP-P 11.1% 9.7% 14.1% 18.0% 12.4%
DK 4.9% 4.2% 7.1% 8.0% 5.6%
LMP 5.5% 5.9% 11.4% 9.6% 7.3%
2022 Voter turnout 65.6% 68.7% 77.1% 71.1% 69.3%
Fidesz-KDNP 54.8% 58.6% 45.2% 42.1% 52.3%
United for Hungary 33.6% 29.7% 43.0% 45.9% 36.0%
Mi Hazank 7.1% 6.6% 4.4% 5.2% 6.1%
Appendix 2. The correlation coefficients of the party support
Socio-economic 2014 2018 2022
indicators
Fidesz- Unity LMP Jobbik Fidesz- Jobbik MSZP-P DK LMP Fidesz- United for Mi
KDNP KDNP KDNP Hungary Hazank
Urban-Rural*** -0,595%* 0,771%* 0,718%* -0,597** -0,706%* -0,573%* 0.756%* 0.719%* 0.714%* -0.759** 0.776%* | -0.518**
Roma (2011) 0.072 -0.408** -0.671%* 0.631%* 0.349%* 0.545%* -0.335%* -0.422%* -0.626** 0.581%* -0.508** 0.185
Married (2011) 0.541%* -0.533%* -0.432%* 0.254%* 0.559%* 0.189 -0.496** -0.456%** -0.356%* 0.519%+* -0.544%* 0.252%*
Educated (2011) -0.372%* 0.758%* 0.897%* -0.808** -0.664** -0.764** 0.663%* 0.702%* 0.885%* -0.792%* 0.824%* | -0.737**
Catholics (2011) 0.366%* -0.344%+* -0.296** 0.173 0.442%* 0.113 -0.396** -0.334%%* -0.279%* 0.384%* -0.418%* 0.243*
Calvinists (2011) 0.196* -0.341** -0.389** 0.348** 0.295%* 0.236* -0.195* -0.324%* -0.357** 0.404%* -0.328%** -0.01
Atheists (2011) -0.481%* 0.357%* 0.305%* -0.108 -0.528%* 0.023 0.359%* 0.348%* 0.294%* -0.473%* 0.450%* 0.002
Young people 0.152 -0.261%+* -0.299** 0.249* 0.139 0.217* -0.198% -0.184 -0.153 0.321%* -0.316%* 0.101
Elders -0.179 0.402%* 0.488** -0.434%* -0.301** -0.407** 0.334%* 0.342%* 0.427** -0.422%* 0.425%* | -0.256%*
Employment 0.167 -0.1 0.064 -0.04 0.053 -0.009 -0.050 -0.012 0.068 -0.333%%* 0.325%* -0.125
Unemployment 0.105 -0.526%* -0.759%* 0.755%%* 0.412%* 0.624%* -0.392%* -0.525%* -0.6927%+* 0.560%* -0.508** 0.343%*
Income -0.360** 0.759%* 0.900** -0.819%* -0.651%* -0.725%* 0.576** 0.735%* 0.883%* -0.781** 0.786%* | -0.686%*
High status -0.369** 0.732%* 0.884** -0.779%* -0.658** -0.766** 0.640%* 0.693%* 0.899%* -0.797%%* 0.817%* [ -0.712%*
Middle status -0.496** 0.769%* 0.750%* -0.683%* -0.697** -0.560%* 0.667** 0.732%* 0.699** -0.751%* 0.722%% | -0.383%*
Low status 0.442%* -0.818** -0.930%* 0.834%* 0.732%* 0.772%* -0.711%* -0.771** -0.916%* 0.868** -0.872%* 0.671**
Agriculture emp. 0.547%%* -0.709%* -0.615%* 0.483%* 0.652%* 0.391%* -0.576** -0.659** -0.622%* 0.654** -0.687+* 0.513**
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ABSTRACT

Regional powers attracted the heightened interest of researchers in international relations (IR) when
the first signs of potential challenges to the unipolar world order appeared, but after a decade’s worth
of efforts to make sense of regional power status, and regional ordering, it petered out, leaving hypot-
heses consistently unconfirmed. The paper investigates the interpretive framework — the concepts
of world order — that underlay the unfruitful hypotheses. For this end, the paper re-examines four
contemporary paradigms of world order — distinguished on the basis of their constituents and their
concept of relations — from the viewpoint of regional power research. The approach offers a shift
in viewpoints that may help foster the creation of a paradigm of world order that can account for
the sub-global level. Furthermore, to realign theory and practice, the paper attempts to tackle the
problem of regionality in the context of interdependence and globalization. By expanding the present
categorization of powers as global, regional, and local to include the proposed novel category of
transregional power the rigidity of regionality can be eliminated. The new category enables a more
nuanced understanding of the hierarchy of powers as well as of the processes of world order on

multiple geographical scales.
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INTRODUCTION

In a remarkable critical assessment Garzon (2022) presents the rise and untimely decline of regional
power research, a branch of study within the discipline of international relations (IR) that sought to
examine the status, the strategies, and the performance of regional powers as shapers of regional
order. Untimely, because amid the present crisis of world order, states formerly considered peripheral
or perceived as low raking in the international hierarchy of powers may have more significant impact
upon the evolution of world order than geopolitical and IR theories suggest. The decline of regional
power research was not without its reasons: in a span of over a decade, the research systematically
failed to produce hypotheses that matched empirical observations.

How can it be that IR theory cannot successfully conceptualize the status, strategies and perfor-
mance of regional powers? Garzon (2022) makes the compelling case that the key problem was that
regional power research efforts were based on the application of the theoretical scheme of world order
to the regional scale. His solution to the problem rests on the clearly correct assumption that regions
differ sufficiently — structurally as well as culturally — to be unsuited to fit a single scheme and
proposes a shift towards comparative regional studies.

Comparative regional studies are certain to bear fruit. Nevertheless, the problem that regional
power research was unable to conceptualize regional order in the context of world order deserves
our attention. The present paper seeks to investigate the theoretical assumptions underlying regional
power research. While it is quite likely that the consistent mismatch of hypotheses and observations
can be attributed to more than just concepts, any uninvestigated flaws in the theoretical framework
will continue to undermine the understanding of world order, power hierarchies, and regionality within
globality. A conceptual adjustment to the interpretive framework of regional power and regional
ordering — that is, to the concept of world order — may help put regional power research back on track.
Amid the acute transition of the global order at the time of writing, the analytical value of a nuanced
understanding of power hierarchies and regionality is abundantly clear.

Relevant to our quest is how interest in regional powers and regional ordering arose in the first
place. The appearance of regional power research in IR was closely tied to geopolitical circumstances.
Rising at the time when BRICS — the cooperation platform of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa — was a newcomer on the world stage, research sought to verify if the theories of IR also
applied to regional powers (Garzon, 2022). Regional powers were defined as ones bearing “special
responsibility for the security and for the maintenance of order in the region” and having both the
self-conception and the international recognition as a regional power Nolte (2010). Candidates for
regional powers ranged from Argentina to China (Cline et al, 2011), that is, they varied very widely
in all aspects of power — territory, population, natural resources, economic strength, to name a few.

Regionally dominant players were hypothesized as having significant capabilities, with their power
restricted to their own region, and otherwise being subject to the globally preponderant power within
the unipolar world. On these grounds it was assumed that they would use their power to structure their
regions, and to build a following that would bring them closer to making a systemic impact (Garzon,

2022). Their strategies were scrutinized in studies of regional geoeconomics (e.g. Fehér, 2017; Wigell,
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2016), while the soft power capabilities of regional powers, particularly of Russia and China were
examined in countless analyses (Barr, 2011; Callahan, 2015; Ellis, 2011; Holyk, 2011; Sergunin &
Karabeshkin, 2015).

Regional powers were found, according to Garzon’s (2022) critical overview, to have failed to
structure their regions. A gap emerged between scholarly expectations formulated in hypotheses,
and the achievement identified empirically. The fact that scholarly studies should seek to discover the
region-sized copies of the global ordering of the world points to an assumption on their behalf that
calls for scrutiny. As Garzén (2022) says, the assumptions underlying the failed attempts at regional
power research emerge from the very foundations of IR — a discipline that is far from globally shared,
as Acharya and Buzan (2007) point out.

The notion of world order in IR theory is itself a product of the geopolitical endeavor to structure
the world. IR Theory has been permeated by Western thought predating the US-led world order,
and even the British. It was in connection with the latter that Carr (1946) urged the realization that
world order is a dominant hypothesis, one that fosters an interpretive framework for processes, but
crumbles as the distribution of power shifts. In our interconnected and interdependent world that is in
a transitory state, examining and questioning our interpretive framework is in order, especially if we
wish to study the processes on the sub-global level.

The hypothesis underlying the present paper is that the core problems that manifested through the
failures of regional power research lie with the notions of world order, and to rectify regional power
research, the contemporary conceptions of world order need to be re-examined.

The paper presents four distinct paradigms of world order distinguished based on the constituents
of the world order, as well as the presumed nature of relations that structure the world. Each paradigm
has vastly different implications for the notion of regional power, as well as for who structures regional
orders, and how they do this. Common to them, however, is that they reflect the thinking of the leading
— pre-eminent — power(s). Approaching the paradigms of world order with regional power research
in mind, however, is inevitably an exercise in the conscious application of multiple viewpoints. By
seeking a theoretical framework for global and regional power research that accommodates multiple
viewpoints, the theoretical foundations can be laid for positive conflict resolution (Galtung, 1969,
2000; Nadudvari, 2020), a welcome by-product in a time of dangerous, and possibly further escalating
conflict.

A further challenge arises from the indelible circumstance that the very notion of regionality is
raised in the context of globality, a notion with which even the various paradigms of world order have
grappled inconclusively.

To overcome the theoretical problems arising from conceptualizing powers as global, regional, and
local based on their theoretically presumed reach, the paper proposes a two-fold solution. One is to
complement the notion of intended power projection with that of systemic relevance as perceived by
others, without geographical limitation. Importantly, systemic relevance as perceived by others does
not and should not replace existing concepts of power but complement them. The other is to re-align
empirical observation with theory by introducing the category of transregional powers. While regional

power research theorize the concept of regional powers as ones whose formidable power capabilities
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are limited to their own regions, transregional powers can be conceived as ones with stakes considered
as strategic by recipients, in multiple, but not all, regions of the world. This modification in the
categorization of powers offers IR research a more nuanced and productive approach for studying the
ability of players to shape the global order, and their regionality in our interdependent and globalized

world.

METHODS

The purpose of the paper is to re-examine the concepts of world order within contemporary IR
theory from the viewpoint of regional power research. At stake is whether it is possible to identify
those components within the complex and multiple notions of world order, whose readjustment may
eliminate key conceptual hindrances to regional power research.

To attain an understanding of world order — whether global or sub-global — that is fit for making
a sense of, and for rectifying, the fallacies of regional power research, the contemporary concepts of
world order need to be deconstructed. Through the critical analysis of the contemporary scholarly
literature of world order as a concept, four paradigms are distinguished and broken down to lay out
their theoretical implications for regional power research. The analytical criteria are derived from
the four interpretations of world order. Once the assumptions underlying each paradigm have been
gleaned, the paper offers a reconstruction of the concept of world order, building on assumptions
adjusted to empirical observation.

The paper seeks specifically to pinpoint the conceptual hindrances to regional power research as
a field of research within IR. Nevertheless, it is important to stress that in all probability, the failures
of regional power research are complex, and only partially attributable to theoretical problems inves-
tigated in the present paper. The theoretical clarifications presented are indispensable for regional
power research to eventually rid itself from the persisting mismatch between theory and empirical

observation.

RESULTS
Four paradigms of world order, and their concepts of regional powers

Few would question Waltz’s (1979) view that the goal of powers is to structure the world order and
dictate its norms. Yet, fundamental as it is to international relations and geopolitics, the concept of
world order remains a highly contested one. “World” not only means actual globality, it has also
been a subjective category. “Order” is a far from settled notion. Nor is there consensus on the type of
geopolitical entities that should be structuring the world on the grounds of the legitimacy attributed to
them, or which they claim to hold. Distinguishing the paradigms reveals the multiple ways in which to
observe the interaction of societies and organizations around the globe. Explicitly or implicitly, each

offers perceptions of non-global powers, with major analytic consequences.
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A territorially and temporally limited, static world order is envisaged by authors who stress the
notion of “order” (Clark, 1989, 2005; Coicaud, 2010: 33; Lake, 2009, 2013). In their approach, world
order is insular and temporary, applying to regions and times of stability (a contested notion). It is
hierarchically structured, and its constituents are states. The stability of their relationship is under-
pinned by a social contract of sorts, compensating states for handing over some of their sovereignty
to the leading power. In this approach, world order is a club, whose membership changes over time
(Clark, 2005).

In this paradigm the definition of the leading power (that which takes sovereignty away from lesser
powers and compensates them by offering security and economic benefits) leaves very circumscribed
if any sovereignty for regional powers inside the club. Other parts of the world that fall outside the
club are defined by a lack of stability. The instability outside the insular world order may in theory
be due to conflict between the entities that are not subjects of the world order, or it may be between
parties to the world order and non-members.

This paradigm of world order does not define regional powers, nor does it clarify the hierarchy
of states that are party to the order below the level of hegemon or leader. World order is limited to a
confined group of states deemed legitimate by, and accepting of the rule of, the leading power. Hence,
any regional powers within the world order will be compliant with the global power. Regional power
research assumes that regional powers are compliant with the leading power and its world order. It
also hypothesizes that regional powers will provide public goods within the regions they structure in
the same vein as the insular world order of stability is legitimized through a social contract of sorts.

Outside the club lie states or peoples that are not accepted as members, in other words, which are
not granted legitimacy (Clark, 2005). Relations between non-members is not pursued as a field of
interest or of relevance to this concept of world order, but the paradigm does not explicitly prohibit
the existence of regional orders outside the world order. Any regional order outside the club would by
default have to be inferior in legitimacy.

“All concepts arise in a context, and contexts change”, as Nye (2021) succinctly points out, we may
add, however, that they leave a trace on interpretive frameworks. Although this paradigm carries
a distinct air of colonial times and makes for a very uncomfortable fit with the interconnected and
globalized world of our day, it arguably continues to contribute a layer of interpretation as testified
by the assumption in regional power research that regional powers accept and comply with the global
power.

The second paradigm of world order is an expansionist one, as proposed by Henry Kissinger (2015).
In his theory, “world order describes the concept held by a region or civilization about the nature
of just arrangements and the distribution of power thought to be applicable to the entire world”.
He also defines regional orders, which, he says “involve the same principles applied to a defined
geographic area”. Kissinger’s paradigm is also spatially limited but expresses an intention on behalf
of the constituents of the world order to extend it. This suggests that conflicts will necessarily arise
between the expanding world order and the rest of the world — if the leading power lacks universal
attraction or if its legitimacy as leader is not accepted by all. It is no wonder that soft power (Nye,

1990) is seen as crucial to the expanding world order dominated by the United States. Appeal being in
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the eye of the beholder, it cannot be universal, hence, voluntary followship being less than universal,
the expansion of world order is a source of conflict in the world.

In this paradigm not only does the expanding world order bring conflict upon others, but in theory,
successfully expanding regional orders may challenge the world order (or its leader). In the eyes of the
power(s) leading the world order, expansion becomes a contest among powers. Nevertheless, regional
powers are not necessarily and not always rivals to the global power: the assessment of their potential
expansion and appeal are fundamental to judging whether they constitute a threat to the world order.
The hierarchy of orders is determined by their ability to expand.

Having ascended when the first signs of the rise of potential rivals to the unipole became visible,
regional power research focused on emerging powers, whether limited to BRICS countries, or also
applied to other states (Nolte, 2010). Its assumptions closely correlated with the definition of world
order suggested by Kissinger, with emphasis on regional order being the small-scale version of the
non-global but expanding world order. Yet regional power research fails to take into consideration the
distinction Kissinger (2015) made between world order and international order.

International order is the practical application of the principles that drive the mechanisms of the
expanding world order: the practical application of arrangements considered just, and the distribution
of power seen as appropriate, by the leading power. So, while the world is populated by competing
orders of various ability and intent to expand, the most significant power may be able to impose the
rules of the game upon all regional orders to such an extent, that the ability of lesser orders to expand
— or even to dominate within their own regions, in whatever terms regions are defined — are signifi-
cantly impaired. A debate can be identified within regional power research about the extent to which
the unipolar world order imposed its norms and processes onto the world, in the global sense. Some
argued that with the end of the Cold War, the regions became more relevant and independent (Buzan
& Waever, 2003; Katzenstein, 2005), and even hypothesized a world of strong regions. Others argued
that there is a considerable “global overlay” upon regional orders, whether defined by a sub-global
power that is a satisfied with the world order, or by one that seeks ways of resisting it (Acharya, 2007).
Overall, the assumption of well-defined regions structured by regional powers prevailed. The dyna-
mic of competition and the ensuing uneven distribution of stability as a precondition of systematically
ordering a region were shunned for the most part (Garzon, 2022). Thus, the hypotheses regarding
the strategies of regional powers, or their performance within their own regions, have not matched
empirical observations.

The third paradigm — offered by the liberal theory of IR, as formulated by Andrew Moravcsik
(1992, 1997) — thinks in terms of actual globality. Here, world order is the global space populated
by organizations of various types and sizes, including states as well as sub-state and transnational
non-governmental organizations, corporations, multinational organizations. They are seen as interest
groups, whose legitimacy stems from their fulfillment of their avowed mission of representing the
interests of their own constituents on the international level. World order is, in all practicality, the
space where organizations negotiate their preferences. States are considered to have less legitimacy
than other organizations because they fail to live up to their claimed mission of representing all of

their citizens and social groups on the international level. In one fell swoop, the liberal paradigm
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brings back the notion of legitimacy-based membership in world order (as opposed to the expansionist
paradigm of world order, which emphasizes legitimacy-based leadership).

World order being defined as the global arena where geopolitical entities seek to negotiate their
preferences in the liberal paradigm, networks emerge internationally (Slaughter, 2004), paving the
way toward the rise of global society replacing the notion of the international society of states as
conceived in the club-like world order of states (Clark, 2005; Dunne, 1998, 2003).

Interpreting the state as a type of interest group and measuring it against specialized organizations
appears to fall in the category of miscomparison (Sartori, 1991). Unlike interest groups like non-
governmental organizations or corporations or other specialist organizations, the state is a territorial
entity where the multitude of often inherently contradictory interests are reconciled for society to
work. Its mission is not cause-specific or group-specific representation of interests. Yet, the seeming
miscomparison deserves more attention. Moravcsik moves the process of the reconciliation of
contradictory interests from the national to the global level. This means that the liberal paradigm of
world order shifts the place where the processes of power and its legitimation take place from the level
of the state to the global level.

With its failure to confirm hypotheses of the replication of the world order on the regional level,
regional power research may have given the liberal paradigm a boost. The interpretation of regional
power research as an endeavor to assess the emergence of rivals to the unipole, however, cannot
readily be reconciled with the liberal paradigm.

While the liberal paradigm could have lent regional power research hypotheses on intra-regional
and inter-regional embeddedness of regional powers, it has been largely ignored. The emphasis on
regionality was not compatible with the consideration of non-territorial, or trans-territorial networks.

The fourth paradigm, proposed by Colin Flint and Peter Taylor (2018) emerges from a combination
of world system theory and constructivism. This theory views world order as a global process, that
is, dynamically, and without spatial or temporal limitations. In this paradigm, all geopolitical entities,
meaning all states, great or small, and many non-state actors, too, have geopolitical calculations —
“geopolitical codes” — whereby they lay out how they want to increase the number of their friends,
weaken or eliminate their foes, and find ways of justifying these goals and ensuing action. World
order is defined as the aggregate of the geopolitical codes of all geopolitical entities. This paradigm
is inclusive and emancipatory as it rests on the idea that all states — and many non-state actors, too
— have geopolitical codes. Membership in the global world order does not require special legitimacy.
Geopolitical entities are considered based on their existence, and not on role or power status.

Differences between the constituents of world order arise from the geographical scope of their
codes. Geopolitical entities are ranked as global, regional, or local powers, depending on whether
their geopolitical calculations encompass the entire world, or are limited to their own region, or, in
the case of local powers, only to their neighbors. In this paradigm stability is defined as the continuity
of the power hierarchy that underpins the extent to which the various entities manage to realize their
geopolitical codes.

Inclusive as it is, it is the spatial model of relations underlying the system of geopolitical codes that

invites the question whether it is compatible with empirical observation. Is it realistic for any entity,
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no matter how small, not to take the global and any regional powers into consideration when creating

their geopolitical calculations? The four paradigms of world order are summarized in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Paradigms of world order from the viewpoint of regional powers

Source: author’s own grahics

Regional power research assumes the existence of regions. The concept of regional powers in regional
power research as well as in Flint and Taylor’s paradigm of world order is based on the criterion of strict
regional limitation. When discussing the world order, Kissinger (2015) also speaks of “well-defined
regions”. Indeed, who defines regions? What makes the definition of a region legitimate? Are regions
imposed by the world order, or do regional powers produce them? Or do they arise from an interaction
of the two? Or are they an inheritance shaped by geography and history? Can a region be defined
by one power, but be structured by another? How static, or how malleable are regions? How relevant
is strictly limited regionality in the age increasingly defined by the technologies and domination of
outer space and cyberspace, the two truly planet-wide global commons?

Questions abound, highlighting the complexity — multiplicity even — of the notion of region. While
one may hope for a world order where the top-down and bottom-up definitions of regions — and
powers — coincide, and their roles within globality as well as towards their constituents are founded
on consensus — in reality, the definition of regions is hotly contested in theory as much as in practice.
Although Carr (1946) did not use the term ‘social construct’, his argument remains unrefuted that
world order, and norms or morality were hypotheses that were made ‘real’ by the consensus that
surrounds them, while it prevails. The same can be said about regions. What seems clear is that the

notion of power, and the act or intent of structuring relations in spatiality are inseparable. For a better
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grasp of assumptions underlying regional power research, we need to turn to the system of relations

as hypothesized within world order.

Hypotheses of the relational structure of world order

As we have seen, in two of the four paradigms that relate to territoriality, regional powers are under-
stood to assert their power to actively structure their region, and to have geopolitical calculations that
are limited to their own region. According to regional power research, regional powers accommodate
global level influences. The regional orders are hypothesized as smoothly embedded in the global
order.

In the system of geopolitical codes categorized as global, regional, and local, relations that shape
the world order are all hypothesized to be top-down between the global and regional level, and then
again between the regional and local levels. Relations are horizontal among local powers and limited

in scope to neighbors (Figure 2).

Figure 2. The relations assumed to underlie world order based on Flint and Taylor’s system of geopolitical codes.

Source: author’s own grahics

In this model of world order, global relations are centralized. Neither bottom-up, nor inter-regional
geopolitical calculations are envisaged. This view of global relations reflects an underlying hypothesis
of unipolarity taken to the extreme or is reduced to coincide with the geopolitical intention of the
global power in an expansionist world order. How to account for cooperation between sub-global
powers, such as BRICS countries? Or Chinese undertakings in Africa or South America? Or the
efforts of any country, large or small, seeking to influence the policies of the United States — or for
that matter, that of China?
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A systemic adjustment of the theorized relations is needed, to reconcile them with empirically
observed processes that have produced, and continue to shape, global order. Two immediate modifi-
cations are in order:

1. Relations need to be conceived as two-way, no matter how asymmetric they are, between local

and regional, regional and global, as well as local and the global powers.

2. Horizontal relations between regional powers — as well as diagonal relations between a regional

power and a local power located in another region — need to be included. The adjusted system

of relations is illustrated in Figure 3.

Figure 3. A re-interpretation of relations between geopolitical entities, accounting for non-centralized and
two-way interactions.

Source: author’s own grahics

The challenges of theoretically defining regional powers

The inclusion of two-way and inter-regional strategic interaction between geopolitical entities
in the model of relations opens the possibility of studying the strategies of regional powers more
meaningfully, and of formulating hypotheses that can be confirmed by empirical observation. This
opportunity comes at a price. The convenience of having a clear-cut definition of regional powers —no
matter how flawed — is lost. The core issue of how powers between the global and local levels can
be defined re-emerges, since they can no longer be reduced to the claim that they are states with sig-
nificant power capabilities but limited to their own — “well-defined” (Kissinger, 2015) — regions. Can
regions be well-defined in a world order hypothesized as powers seeking to expand? Contestation is
inevitable. But the interactions, the actual geopolitical codes of sub-global players cannot empirically

be confined to single regions, either.
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The other definition (Nolte, 2010) says regional powers are ones bearing “special responsibility
for the security and for the maintenance of order in the region” and having both the self-conception
and the international recognition as a regional power. Here, the notion of region persists, but much
less emphatically. A salient element of this definition is attributing special responsibility to regional
powers for security and order within their own regions. This is an intriguing proposition in a unipolar
world, just as much as in a bipolar one.

Special or not, ‘responsibility’ has not been part of the definition of ‘power’, while morality has
(Carr, 1946). Power has been associated with ‘ability’ (Dahl, 1957, Nye, 1990), while its possession
and use has been inseparably linked with ‘legitimation’ (Beetham, 2013; Weber, 2009), the latter also
being defined as a “moral quality” (Kissinger, 2015). Holding someone responsible can, however,
be interpreted as an act of power: it prescribes a certain kind of behavior or performance. In Nolte’s
(2010) definition, regional powers are subordinates, to whom responsibility is attributed by superior
power(s). Alternatively, on the purely theoretical (not empirical) level, the regional power may be
expected by the states within its region to give them protection. Were such a phenomenon to materi-
alize, it could lead to the emergence of a power block that could easily be perceived as a challenge to
the world order by the global power(s). According to Allison (2017), in the overwhelming majority of
cases, the incumbent power saw the rise of another power as an existential threat, and war ensued —
that is, Thucydides’ trap is activated more often than not. Indeed, a regional power can only be able
to uphold security and order in its region if it complies with the superior global power. A failure to
comply will inevitably entail intervention by the superordinate global power (Flint, 2017).

In Nolte’s (2010) definition, regional powers are also required to have the self-conception and
international recognition as a regional power, implying a consensus. A failure to comply with the
global power clearly entails the loss of legitimacy as a member in the order in two of the four world
order paradigms, the insular and the inclusive ones. While this may not necessarily undo the regional
power status of a player, its ability to provide security or to maintain order will be actively hampered.
‘Responsibility’ in this case becomes synonymous with the regional power using its influence to
uphold the world order.

Neither definition of regional powers, whether it emphasizes territoriality (Kissinger, 2015), or
the consensual place of the given regional power in the international hierarchy of powers (Nolte,
2010), can be anticipated to serve as a foundation for hypotheses that are compatible with empirical
observation. Nevertheless, the examined definitions manifest a consensus that regional power status
has both a territorial and a hierarchical aspect. This consensus can be readily upheld. The challenge
is to reconcile theory and practice, accommodating the competing drive of powers to secure for
themselves an order that is aligned with their interests, and the possibly unintended consequences of

globalization and interdependence.
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Towards a more nuanced theory of powers

As Garzoén (2022) showed, the unfruitful approach pursued by regional power research projected IR
theories of global ordering onto regional powers, which, in turn, were defined as having dominance
limited to a specific region, and compliant with the world order built by global power(s). Based on the
findings of the deconstruction of the hypotheses of relations underlying the paradigms of world order,
which flow over into the various definitions of regional powers, I propose to reverse the approach to
powers. Instead of projecting the geopolitical intent of the leading power(s) as a foundation of theory?,
I offer a thought experiment whereby the empirically observed relations serve as the foundation of
theory. Three assumptions are upheld:

1. All geopolitical entities have geopolitical codes (Flint & Taylor, 2018).

2. World order is the aggregate of the geopolitical codes of all geopolitical entities (Flint & Taylor,

2018)
3. All geopolitical entities can be described with a territorial aspect and a power hierarchy aspect

(consensus derived from the various definitions discussed).

Thus, the notion of legitimacy of membership inherent in multiple paradigms of world order is replaced
with the fact of existence. By accepting Flint and Taylor’s (2018) territorially global notion of world
order as the weighted sum of all geopolitical codes, lesser powers and relations not directly driven by
the entity/entities with global geopolitical code(s) are also theorized as having a role in shaping the
world order, even if their influence upon it is possibly indirect, and significantly weaker than in the
case of global power(s).

At issue is how the territorial and power hierarchy aspects of sub-global powers are to be viewed.
It is in addressing this question that empirically observed relations need to be applied.

The empirically observed relations — as outlined in part 3.2. and illustrated in Figure 3. — include
bottom-up as well as horizontal and diagonal ones. Relations can be friendly or hostile — in both cases
they are a factor that shapes the world order.

All geopolitical entities count with the global power(s), and all local entities also count with the
sub-global powers that shape their regions. All regional powers count with one another. Some regional
powers will have strategically relevant relations with remote parts of the world. As an example, Russia
and China have long been building relations in Europe, Latin-America, and Africa, as has the United
States. But one may look at Iran, more obviously a regional power that China, for instance. Yet,
despite the sanctions imposed on it in the wake of the toppling of the shah in 1979, and again following
the withdrawal of the US from the nuclear deal in 2018, Iran has been of strategic relevance not only
to China, but also to India, and indeed, Venezuela®. These geopolitical entities are outside the more

immediate — regional — sphere of influence Iran seeks to maintain, reaching from Yemen through

2 Power projection as the foundation of examining world order can be justifiably applied if global power status is under
investigation (Faust, 2021b)..

3 To cite one example, Iran sent multiple fleets of oil tankers to the isolated Latin-American country to alleviate its fuel
shortage, and most likely, to demonstrate at the same time its open defiance of the global power (Zerpa et al., 2020).
While it is clear that the move was not seen as friendly, welcome or even legitimate by the United States, it remains a
fact, while its legitimacy may be viewed quite differently by other geopolitical entities.
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Syria to Turkey and Afghanistan. Nevertheless, the territoriality of Iran as a power seems to be in
another league that China, whose global or regional power status has long been a subject of debate.
Or we may consider Turkey, a NATO member, whose strategic relevance to the US, Europe, Russia,
China, the Gulf region, and North Africa is unquestionable. In fact, making sense of Turkey without
considering its strategic relevance to multiple regions of the world would hardly be a meaningful
undertaking. Or Qatar, as a financial and aviation hub, and a globally relevant LNG supplier is hard
to interpret as a player with a reach or relevance limited to a more or less well-defined region. None
of these geopolitical entities can be confined to a single region. We can also say that international
organization does not reflect the systemic relevance of countries, as not all states listed above are
party to the influential Group of Twenty. International fora are not shaped based on the systemic
relevance of geopolitical entities but are reflective of arrangements deemed supportive of the world
order by the satisfied global power(s).

What appears to be an attribute of all the states listed is that they have strategic relevance in
multiple regions of the world. Rather than categorizing them as regional, in the sense of limitation to
a well-defined region, we may consider them trans-regional powers: ones with strategically relevant
stakes in multiple regions of the world. This makes them — to varying degrees — trans-regional powers.

The introduction of the novel category of trans-regional powers does not, and should not, entail the
elimination of regional powers. It is an initial step towards an analytically relevant distinction in the
hierarchy of states that are neither global, nor local powers, but somewhere in between.

Theorizing the categories of powers as local, regional, trans-regional and global is still a very
low-resolution approach to the international hierarchy. In a globalized and interdependent world, while
territoriality remains of significance, it is above all systemic relevance of the various geopolitical
entities that needs to be taken into consideration.

Systemic relevance differs from the predominant notion of power as the ability to impose intentions
even in the face of resistance (Weber, 2009). It includes more passive forms of influence upon the
world, whether it arises from the possession of natural, human, or cultural resources, technological
capabilities, the domination of choke points, or, as Lukes (2005) suggests, on the ability to resist
change. It also requires us to take into consideration relevance to others as perceived by others.
Going back to our previous examples, it is not only the intended imposition of Chinese, Russian,
or American intentions upon Latin America or Africa, but also, the strategic relevance of Chinese,
Russian, American stakes in the given region to the given region that makes a difference. How many
countries count with the US or Russia or China or Turkey, etc. is an indicator of global systemic
relevance. Systemic relevance as reflected in the geopolitical codes of others requires the recognition
of bottom-up relations. as illustrated in Figure 4.

Two fundamental questions need to be considered. One is whether it is reasonable to assume that
small scale powers may also be shapers of world order: whether it is theoretically legitimate to take
them into consideration when examining the processes of a global world order. Recent events suggest
that they may, indeed. For the sanctions imposed by the US and its Western allies to achieve the
isolation of Russia to the extent that it loses its ability to shape the world order — its ability to project

power as well as its systemic role — it would have been necessary for all, or at least the vast majority
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of powers to go along with the sanctions. They did not do so. This reluctance to follow the policy of

the US and its Western allies may play a significant role in shaping the world order.

Figure 4. The systemic relevance of geopolitical entities as reflected in the geopolitical codes of others

Source: author’s own grahics

Is it reasonable to think that all countries can have direct influence upon the world order all of the
time? Definitely not. But it is reasonable to assume that the openness of lesser powers to relations not
expected or not preferred by the unipole as stemming from its globalization of trade has indeed had a
role in the emergence of powers it sees as rivals. Without countries that were open to its cooperation,
China could not have advanced with its Belt and Road Initiative*. The multitude of projects within the
Chinese scheme produced a swarm of cooperations that were too numerous for the incumbent global
power to promptly and effectively counter them all. It was the cooperation of lesser powers that made
this happen.

Both examples suggest that lesser powers may have an occasional and indirect influence, parti-
cularly if part of a swarm. Their behavior that under such conditions can shape the world order may
involve positive action (e.g. joining a project) or it may be a refusal to cooperate (e.g. not imposing a
sanction).

The other question has to do with territoriality: how to think of regionality if multiple trans-regi-
onal powers have strategic stakes in the same regions? How can stability be maintained if multiple
trans-regional powers need the cooperation of a systemically relevant resource provider? What arran-
gements can be seen as just by all parties concerned? Can principles of accommodation and inclusion

be coded into a new theoretical and practical paradigm of world order?

4 In the post-Cold War era, foreign direct investment patterns as presented in the case of Hungary by Lendvai et
al. (2021) have been a key indicator for mapping centralized relations as well as relations outside the control and
intentions of the unipole.
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If the Cold War has any lessons to offer, the one we need to take to heart is that the role and global
organization that enabled the rise of the United States was the existence of the significant other, the
Soviet Union, whose mere existence was a key pillar in the self-identification of the US as the leader
— and defender — of the West. The fall of the Soviet Union was, as Huntington (1997) established it, a
shock to the identity of the US. Today, Russia and China pursue their interests in various regions of
the world in peaceful coexistence. It is their mutual interest to cooperate if they are to successfully
retain their power positions despite US and Western resistance. Should a new world order emerge and
were that world order to involve the cessation of US or Western rejection of Russia’s and China’s roles
in shaping world order, it is unclear if these two trans-regional powers were able to continue to coexist
peacefully in overlapping regions of relevance to them. The answers as to the way global relations
evolve will be provided by practice, not theory. But the relevance of territoriality — and the hierarchy

of power — is unlikely to cease.

CONCLUSIONS

The paper has investigated the theoretical reasons as to why regional power research as a field of IR
that arose with the emergence of BRICS has systematically failed to produce hypotheses that could
be confirmed by empirical observation. The unfruitful attempts involved the projection of IR theory
of world order onto regional powers. To grasp the theoretical reasons for the mismatch of hypotheses
and empirical observation, the concept of world order in four distinct paradigms was deconstructed,
from the point of view of regional powers. Out of the four, two require legitimacy for membership (the
insular and the liberal paradigms), one — Kissinger’s competitive expansionist paradigm — requires
legitimacy for leadership, denying by default the legitimacy of emerging regional powers. The fourth
paradigm is inclusive, as far as membership is concerned, but fails to conceive of relations as not fully
centralized and top-down. This means that even the inclusive paradigm theoretically excludes the
possibility of a power challenging the global power(s) that define(s) the world order.

The two definitions of regional powers used in regional power research were also deconstruc-
ted. One focuses on the limitation of regional powers to well-defined territories, which does not
satisfactorily match empirical observations in a globalized and interdependent world. The other is
reduced to regional powers that are fully compliant with the superior global power’s world order.
Again, empirical observation suggests that there are sub-global powers that are dissatisfied with the
post-Cold War world order. Furthermore, treating powers that are between the global and the local
extremities of the power scale as a homogenous group does not facilitate analysis. Globalization and
interdependence — as well as resistance by dissatisfied powers to unipolarity — imply that there will be
horizontal and diagonal strategic relations that shape the world order.

To lay the theoretical foundations of a more nuanced approach to powers, the paper reversed the
theoretical approach to regional powers, by creating a model of empirically observable relations that
structure global processes. The system of geopolitical codes that underlies the inclusive world order

paradigm was complemented with bottom-up and inter-regional relations. This entailed the intro-
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duction of a new category in the scale of powers: the trans-regional level. Trans-regional powers are
defined as having strategic stakes in multiple regions.

Bottom-up relations mean that in addition to intended power projection, the systemic relevance
of an entity as perceived by others also needs to be taken into consideration when theorizing world
order and power hierarchies. By doing so, theory will be able to account for the occasional, and often
indirect role of even local powers in shaping the world order, as well as for the role and rise of regional

powers.
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ABSZTRAKT

A Pécsi Tudomanyegyetem Egyetemi Konyvtar és Tudaskézpont 2022. november 23-4ra konferenciat
szervezett. A szimpozium célja a tudomanyos publikalas nyilt tudoményhoz (Open Science) kapcso-
16d6 14j trendjeinek, hazai és nemzetkozi jo gyakorlatainak megismertetése, valamint az egyetemi
oktatok ¢és kutatok publikalasi tevékenységének és mért teljesitményének hatékonyabb tdmogatdsat
célzo lehetdségek bemutatasa. A rendezvény egyik szakmai blokkja az egyetemi folyodirat-szerkesz-
toségek fejlesztési lehetdségeinek és a tudomanyos kibocsatas nemzetkozi lathatosaganak bemutatasa
volt egy kerekasztal-beszélgetések formajaban. Ezen a beszélgetésen a PTE négy karanak egy-egy
folyoirata (Afrika Tanulmanyok, Kozigazgatasi és Infokommunikdcios Jogi PhD Tanulmanyok,
Modern Geogridfia, Turisztikai és Videkfejlesztési Tanulmanyok) f0szerkesztoi és szerkesztoi vitattak
meg a fejlesztési lehetdségeket.
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ABSTRACT

The University of Pécs Library and Knowledge Center organized a conference for November 23,
2022. The purpose of the symposium was to introduce the new trends of Open Access scientific
publishing and good Hungarian and international practices, as well as to present the opportunities
aimed at efficiently supporting the publishing activity and measured academic accomplishments
of university teachers and researchers. One of the professional blocks of the event was about the
development possibilities of editorial offices and the international visibility of scientific output in the
form of a round table discussion. At this discussion, the editors-in-chief and editors of altogether four
journals from four university faculties (Hungarian Journal of African Studies, Public Administration
and Infocommunications Law PhD Studies, Modern Geografia, Tourism and Rural Development
Studies) discussed possible development opportunities.

Keywords: Open Access, scholarly journal, international visibility, University of Pécs

! MA, librarian, cultural historian, University of Pécs Library and Knowledge Center,
Department of Publication and Research Support, 7622 Pécs, Universitas u. 2/A, lovasz.david@lib.pte.hu,
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4020-3155.

97


mailto:lovasz.david@lib.pte.hu

- Vol. 18, Issue 1.

BEVEZETES

A PTE Egyetemi Konyvtar és Tudaskozpont Publikalas- és Kutatastamogatasi Osztalyanak mun-
katarsaként elsOdleges feladatom az egyetemi folyoiratplatformmal kapcsolatos teenddk ellatésa.
A konyvtar fél évtizede véllalta fel, hogy elérhetd eszkdzokkel és a hozzajuk sziikséges know-how
rendelkezésre bocsatasaval, valamint a folyoiratokkal kapcsolatos uj elvarasrendszer, a hazai és
nemzetkozi lathatosag mikéntjének kozvetitésével segit a PTE-s szerkesztdségeknek abban, hogy a
folyoiratukkal még magasabb szintre Iéphessenek. Ahogy a folyoirat-szerkesztés, ugy a folydirat-ta-
mogatas is csapatmunka. Koszonet illeti Krizsan Ivett, Fekete Rita, Kokay Péter és Horvath Tamas
kollégékat, hogy egylitt formdlhattuk ennek a komplex szolgaltatasnak a kereteit.

A bevezetd gondolatok elétt koszonettel tartozunk még Pergéné Szabd Enikének, nem pusztan
a déleldtti inspirdld eléadasaért, hanem azért is, hogy az elmult években ilyen jo példaval jartak
elol. Sokat tanultunk abbdl, ahogy a debreceni folydirat-tdmogatési programjukat menedzselik. Mar
onmagéban az is, hogy eljott ide egy ,,rivalis” egyetemre megosztani a tapasztalatait, azt mutatja,
hogy — hidba szerepel a konferencia nevében kétszer is a verseny kifejezés —az Open Science legalabb
ennyire sz6l a kooperaciordl, az egyitittmiikodésrol, a kozos gondolkodasrdl is. Végiil, de nem utolséd
sorban koszonjiik a szerkesztdségeknek, akik vallaltak a beszélgetésen valo részvételt, akar ennél az
asztalnal, akar a kozonség soraiban iilnek.

Ez alatt az 6t év alatt, amidta folydirat-tdmogatassal foglalkozom, hat kar tobb mint 30 szerkesz-
tdségével volt szerencsém egyiitt dolgozni. Nagyon sok elhivatott embert ismerhettem meg, akik a
folyoiratukat kevés rendelkezésre all6 anyagi és human erdforrasbdl is a lehetd legmagasabb szakmai
nivon igyekeznek miikddtetni. Egyre tobb az Open Science szellemiségével dsszhangban felépitett
honlap, és az MTA-s folyoiratlistas megjelenések ndvekvo szdma is jelzi ennek a projektnek a sikerét.
Néhany szerkesztdség pedig, a megvaltozott elvarasrendszerrel 6sszhangban, elkezdte meghoditani a
nemzetkozi szinteret is.

A kerekasztal-beszélgetésre meghivott szerkesztdségek kiilonbozo karok képviseletében érkeztek,
szemléltetve az ligy Osszegyetemi jellegét. A folyodiratok mas-més fejlddési szakaszban tartanak,
kiilonb6z6 tudomanyteriileteket és célcsoportokat fednek le. Felmeriilhet a kérdés, hogy mégis mi koti
Ossze Oket. Azt gondolom, hogy azon kiviil, hogy a folyoiratukat sikeriil bejuttatniuk legalabb egy,
nemzetk6zi mércével mérve is jegyzett adatbdzisba, az is k6zds benniik, hogy olyan, a szakmaisagot
mindig szem el6tt tarto folydirat-menedzseri szemléletmod jellemzi dket, amely egy tudatos, atgon-
dolt fejlesztési stratégiaban nyilvanul meg, és jo példaval szolgdlhat minden egyetemi szerkesztOség
szamara. Errdl a tervszerii épitkezésrol, az eddig megtett utrdl, illetve a jovobeli tervekrdl fogunk
beszélgetni.

Sok mas témankhoz hasonldan ez is kimerithetetlen. Egy ora biztos, hogy nem elegendd arra,
hogy a kérdések minden aspektusat alaposan koriiljarjuk, de taldn érinteni tudunk nagyon fontos
teriileteket, és inspiralo lesz a beszélgetés nemcsak a jelenlévok szdmara, hanem az eszmecsere tartal-

mat Osszefoglalo, immar a Modern Geografia® hasabjain megjelend irott lenyomat olvasoi szamara is.

2 A Modern Geografiadban nem el6zmény nélkiiliek azok a cikkek, amelyek a folyoirat-rangsorokkal, a periodikak
multjaval, jelenével és jovojével, tudomanymetriai jelentdségével, illetve nemzetkdzi szerepével foglalkoznak (Alpek
et al., 2022; Kovalcsik et al., 2021; Sipos, 2017; Csomos, 2018).
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MODSZEREK

A jelen irdsban bemutatott kerekasztal-beszélgetésre 2022. november 23-an keriilt sor ,,4 tudomd-
nyos publikdlas mint versenyelony: teljesitménynovelés a kutatoi versenyszféraban. Fokuszban a
PTE Open Science gyakorlata” cimii konferencian. A rendezvény programjanak 5. szakmai blokkja
az ,,Egyetemi folyoirat-szerkesztoségek a nemzetkézi lathatosdg névelésének utjan” cimet viselte,
amelyben a folyoirat-szerkesztok bemutattak és megvitattak tapasztalataikat.

A résztvevok Alpek B. Levente (PTE TTK, Modern Geografia), Gonda Tibor (PTE KTK,
Turisztikai és Vidékfejlesztési Tanulméanyok), Hohmann Baldzs (PTE AJK, Kézigazgatasi és Info-
kommunikacids Jogi PhD Tanulmanyok), Tarrdsy Istvan (PTE BTK, Afrika Tanulmanyok) és 7ésits
Robert (PTE TTK, Modern Geografia) voltak. A beszélgetés 50 perces volt, ezt kdvetden lehetdség
nyilt a hallgatosag altal megfogalmazott kérdésekre is valaszt adni. A beszélgetés a strukturalt inter-
juk modszerét hasznélta, amelynek sordn minden résztvevd minden felmeriild kérdésre valaszolt.
A moderatori feladatokat Lovasz David (PTE EKTK) latta el, aki — miutan bemutatkozasra kérte a
szerkesztoségeket €s az altaluk képviselt tudoményteriiletet — rdkérdezett a kezdeti motivaciokra, az

addig elért ereményekre, a tavlati célokra és azok elérésének feltételrendszerére.

EREDMENYEK

Mit kell tudni a folyéiratrdl és a szerkesztoségrol?

Dr. Tésits Robert: A Modern Geografia cimii folyoiratot 2006-ban alapitotta Toth Jozsef profesz-
szor, a PTE akkori rektora. A cél eleinte az volt, hogy a hazai és a kornyezd orszagok, elsdsorban
hataron tali magyar kutatok szamara publikacios lehetdséget biztositsunk. Abban az idében indultak
Magyarorszagon a doktori iskolak, ez komoly igényt tamasztott a mi szakméankban akkor még kisebb
szamban jelen 1évo és szlikebb spektrumi publikacios platformokkal szemben. Mar a kezdeményezés
is innovativ volt, egyrészt mivel Open Access folydiratként jottiink 1étre, masrészt akkor még nem
megszokott médon online formaban. Ez az elérhetdséget és (akkor még inkdbb hazai) lathatdsagot
novelte, a kiadasi koltséget pedig minimalizalta. A szerkesztdség akkor az alapitok mellett a hazai
nagy foldrajzi muihelyek, valamint a hataron tuli magyar egyetemek jeles professzorait integralta.
Természetesen ez az utdbbi években sokat valtozott, a nemzetkozi tagok aranya mar meghaladja a
hazaiakét.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: A Modern Geografia folyoirat, azon ttl, hogy platformot kindl a tértudoma-
nyok miivel6i szamara, kiemelt figyelmet fordit a fiatal kutatok, kiilonds tekintettel a PhD-hallgatok
bevonasara is a tudomanyos diskurzusba. Tekintettel a teriileti vonatkozasok szdmos kutatasi témate-
riileten jelen 1évO fontossdgara, valamennyi olyan diszciplina képvisel6i lehetdséget lathat a Modern
Geografiaban valdé megjelenésre, amely rendelkezik teriileti kapcsolédasi pontokkal. A klasszikus
foldtudomanyok mellett igy nagyon sok hatar-tudomdényteriilet (pl. jarvanytan) irdsai is megtalal-

hatjak a helyiiket a platformon. Ez a harom alapveto pillér, a fiatal kutatok bevonésa, a mar nagyobb
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szakmai rutinnal rendelkez6 kutatok szdmara jol lathatdé kommunikacios feliilet biztositasa és a
multidiszciplinaritas azok a tényezok, amelyekre a folydirat munkédja épiil.

Dr. Hohmann Balazs: A Kozigazgatési és Infokommunikacios Jogi PhD Tanulményok folydiratot
2020-ban alapitottuk a Pécsi Tudomanyegyetem Allam- és Jogtudomanyi Kara és egy civil szervezet,
a Tudatosan a Kornyezetiinkért Egyesiilet segitségével. Kifejezett célkitlizésiink volt, hogy a tudoma-
nyos palyafutasuk elso felében jaro fiatal kutatok szamara lehetdséget biztositson az e témakordkben
megfogalmazott gondolataik kdzreadasaban, és ehhez szinvonalas, lehetdleg nemzetkozileg is jegy-
zett kornyezet alljon a rendelkezésiikre. A folyoirattal kapcsolatos jogyakorlatokat a korabbi, negativ
hazai és nemzetkozi publikalasi tapasztalataink tanulsagait alapul véve igyekeztiink kialakitani.

Dr. Gonda Tibor: A Turisztikai és Vidékfejlesztési Tanulméanyok folyoirat 1étrehozasat magam
kezdeményeztem 2016-ban. Nagy o6rom volt szamomra, hogy mindenki, akit megszolitottam az yj
tudomanyos folydirat létrehozasi szdndékaval, lelkesen csatlakozott a szerkesztObizottsaghoz. Az
alapitas érvei kozott fontos volt az is, hogy a nagy multu Turizmus Bulletin akkor mar tobb éve
sziinetelt, és részben az altala hagyott tirt akartuk kitolteni. Elsé két-harom éviinkben elsdsorban
a hazai turizmuskutaté mihelyekbdl vettek részt a munkankban, de a tudatos nemzetkoziesitési
torekvésiinkkel 6sszhangban ma mar a hazaiakon kiviil kilenc orszagbdl tiz elismert kolléga vesz
részt a TVT szerkesztObizottsdganak munkajaban.

Dr. Tarrosy Istvan: Az Afrika Tanulmanyok folyoiratot 2007-ben alapitottam, és a 2006-ban
indul6 Publikon Kiaddval kezdtilk meg a szerkesztést, kiadast. A Publikon adja ki tobbek kozott
a Modern Geografia folyoiratot is. Az Afrika Tanulmanyok induld szamanak (1. évf. 1. sz., 2007)
Lectori salutem-jében arrol irtam, hogy egy régota dédelgetett alom valhatott valora a folyodirat indi-
tasaval, ugyanis akkor (és hozzateszem ma is) Magyarorszagon kevés szo esett/esik Afrikarol, amely
valdjaban a szinek kavalkadja, a kiilonb6zd nyelvek, kultarak és tradiciok hazaja. Olyan lapként defi-
nidltuk az akkori szerkesztOséggel, amely nem a sztereotipikus Afrika-képet vazolja fel olvasdinak,
¢s abban biztunk mindvégig, hogy munkankkal elémozdithatjuk a magyar, késébb pedig az Afrikarol
folytatott legalabb kdzép-eurdpai szakmai diskurzust, illetve értelmes kdzbeszédet. Ma a folyoirat
a hazai afrikanisztika egyetlen magyar és angol nyelven egyarant megjelend rangsorolt folyoirata,
amely toretleniil jelenik meg 16 éve, és amelyet a 2009-ben 1étrejott PTE Afrika Kutatokozponttal
szerkesztiink jelent6s nemzetkdzi szakértdi bazissal a hattérben. A szerkesztOség tagjai kozott az

Afrika Tanulményoknal is 1ényegesen tobb nemzetkozi kollégat vonultatunk fel.
Mi jellemzi a tudomanyteriileteteket folydirat-ellatottsag szempontjabol?

Dr. Tésits Robert: Gondolom, a kérdés a hazai periodikakra vonatkozik. A szakmai folyoiratok kap-
csan valdjaban két tudomanyteriiletrdl beszéliink: a foldrajz—teriiletfejlesztésrdl (Geography, Planning
and Development), valamint a foldtudomanyok (Earth and Planetary Sciences) kategéridjarol. Az
elébbi teriilet jelentds periodikai, alapitasukat tekintve tobbnyire az MTA-hoz kothetdk. Ez a Teér
és Tarsadalom (Web of Science ESCI), valamint a Hungarian Geographical Bulletin (Scopus Q2).
Itt emliteném még a KSH-hoz koéthetd Teriileti Statisztikat (Q3), illetve a Regional Statistics-et (Q2
+ ESCI). Utobbi kategoria kiemelkedd képviseldje a Foldtani Kozlony (Q3). Tehat a vezetd, komoly
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nemzetkozi lathatosaggal bird tudomanyteriileti folyoirataink a Q2—Q3 kategoriakba sorolhatd, buda-
pesti kiadasu periodikak.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: A tudoméanyteriileten tobb, hosszabb idére visszatekintd, szamos esetben
nemzetkdzi szinten is jegyzett folyoirat talalhato, ahogy az korabban elhangzott. Az elmult években,
¢vtizedekben szamos kihivassal és valtozassal talalkozott a hazai tudomanyos folydiratok vilaga,
igy a Modern Geografia is (elég csak a digitalizacid elétérbe kertilésére gondolni), amelyre azok
mind tematikajukban, mind miitkodésiikben kiilonb6zé modokon reagaltak. A kapcsolodasi pontok
bovitésével, a kiilonbozo folyoiratok kozotti tudomanyos diskurzus segitségével a hazai munkak
tekintetében egy olyan portfolio fejlddhet tovabb, amely hatékonyan segitheti a hazai tudomanyos
eredmények minél szélesebb korben torténd megismertetését.

Dr. Hohmann Baldzs: Hazai vonatkozasokat tekintve rendkiviil valtozatos képrél szamolhatunk
be: a tagabb szaktertilet az allam- €s jogtudomanyok teriiletén a rendelkezésre all6 folyoiratok kimeri-
tik a teljes spektrumot, legaldbbis, ami a hazai, MTA-listas mindsitést jelenti. Sziikebb témateriileten
azonban azt tapasztaltuk a szerkesztObizottsag tagjaival kozosen, hogy kifejezetten kevés olyan
szakmai folyoirat all rendelkezésre, amely kielégiti azokat az elvarasokat, amelyek a valdés nemzet-
kozi lathatosag alapszintli megvaldsitasahoz sziikségesek. A hazai szerzoknek, kiilondsen, ha ezen
a témateriileteken publikalni szeretnének, sajatos ellentmondassal kell szembestilni: vagy a témahoz
sziikebben illeszkedd, de kevésbé lathatd €s rosszabb besorolasu folyodiratba helyezi el kozleményét,
vagy dont a tagabb, nemzetkozi lathatosdg szempontjabol is jobban miikodo folyoiratok mellett, de
ezzel azt kockaztatja, hogy irasa nem feltétleniil a megfelel6 szakmai k6zosséghez jut el.

Napjainkra mar nemcsak az az elvaras, hogy a folydirat oGnmagaban magas szakmai szinvonalt,
rangos kiadvanynak mindsiiljon, hanem hogy segitsék a szerzét abban, hogy sajat maga is lathatova
tudja tenni kutatasat és annak eredményeit. igy példaul olyan, mara alapelvarasként megfogalmazhato
kovetelmények megvaldsuljanak, hogy amennyiben egy Open Access jellegti folydiratrdl van szo, a
cikk 6nall6 dokumentumként, elektronikus feliileten is elérhetd legyen, rendelkezzen 6nallé tudoma-
nyos azonositoval, a folyoirat gondoskodjon sajat hazai és nemzetkozi indexalasarol, vagy pontosan
tisztazza a szerzOi jogi felhasznalasi feltételek €s igy tovabb.

Dr. Gonda Tibor: A TVT alapvetden turizmus fokuszu, de a neviinkkel 6sszhangban szivesen
foglalkozunk a vidékfejlesztés témakorével is. A teriilet legismertebb, tobb mint két évtizede 1étezd
folyoirata a Turizmus Bulletin, a vidékfejlesztés témakorben pedig a Falu, illetve a Tér és Tarsadalom
folyoiratot emelném ki. A TVT eltérd fejlodési palyat jar be, mint a Turizmus Bulletin. Mig utobbi
deklaraltan nem torekszik a nemzetkozi lathatosagra, és csak a hazai turizmuskutatok szamara kivan
forumot teremteni, addig a TVT esetében ez fontos szempont, ami a szdmos nemzetkozi indexalo
feliilethez torténd csatlakozasban is megnyilvanult.

Dr. Tarrosy Istvan: Magyarorszagon még a rendszervaltas eldtt voltak kezdeményezések Afrikéaval
foglalkoz6 folyoiratok inditasara. Ezek koziil érdemes emliteni az Africana Budapest-et és az Afri-
cana Hungaricé-t. Ez utobbit a ’Harmattan jelentette meg, de csak két lapszamot ért meg. 2007-t0l az
Afrika Tanulméanyok / Hungarian Journal of African Studies a magyarorszagi afrikanisztikai folyoirat,
amely a szamos tudomanyteriileten Afrikaval foglalkozo kolléga szakmai organuma. Elssorban tar-

sadalomtudomanyi teriileteket fog 6ssze, ahol dominal a politikatudomany, a nemzetkozi studiumok,
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a kozgazdasagtudomany, a torténelem, a néprajz, de irodalmi vagy képzédmiivészeti témaja cikkeket
is kozoltliink az elmult években. Néhany éve jelent meg — ugyanazon sziikds hazai erdforrasokra
szamitva — egy angol nyelvii organum az Obudai Egyetemen, de nem tekintem vetélytarsnak. Mi az
Afrika Tanulmanyokkal tovabbra is a hazai afrikanisztika kézponti lapjaként kivanjuk meghatarozni

onmagunkat, mindekdzben pedig egyre komolyabb nemzetkdzi ismertségre szeretnénk szert tenni.
Miért indultatok el a tovabbfejlodés utjan?

Dr. Tésits Robert: Mas folyoiratok jo példajat latva, bebizonyosodott, hogy bar sok munka, de nem kell
foldonkiviili képességekkel rendelkezni ahhoz, hogy magasabb szintre emeljiik a Modern Geografiat.
Rengeteg munkaval és kovetkezetességgel meg lehet teremteni a nemzetkozi lathatosagot. Ez termé-
szetesen nem els@sorban a folydirat sikereirdl szol, inkabb arrdl, hogy a tudoménymetria a szerzéink
felé is egyre magasabb kritériumokat tdmasztott; ennek szerettiink volna/szeretnénk megfelelni és
segiteni, ezaltal megtartani dket, és tovabb bdviteni a koriiket.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: Ahhoz, hogy a Modern Geografia a jovében versenyképes tudjon maradni,
illetve jelenlétét akar a nemzetkdzi tudomanyos életben is képes legyen fokozni, elengedhetetlen,
hogy folyamatosan figyeljiik a valtozasokat (akar a tudoméanyos eredmények fogyasztasaval kap-
csolatos trendek alakulasat), és ezekhez valos iddben alkalmazkodjunk. A tudomanyos eredmények
megjelenitésében rendkiviil motivaltak vagyunk, még akkor is, ha napjainkban az informacio 6ridsi
mennyisége kozott kiilondsen jelentds kihivas azok eljuttatasa az érintettekhez.

Dr. Hohmann Balazs: A folyoirat ilyen szempontbol originélis: a szakmai igények €s a mar latott
rossz gyakorlatok kdzosen hivtak életre. Ebbdl a kiinduldopontbdl az volt a szakmai elképzelésiink,
hogy mar az els6 szammal haladjuk meg a mashol latott problémakat, biztositsunk nemzetkozi
indexaltsagot és ezzel lathatosagot a folyodiratnak. Ugy alakitsuk ki a szerkesztési, folyéirat-szerve-
z¢ési tevékenységeket, hogy az a szerzéinknek gyors, elérhetd, jol atlathatd folyamatot adjon, egyben
biztositsa a magas szinvonalt tudomanyos publikéaciok megsziiletését és kozlését.

Dr. Gonda Tibor: A hazai ismertséget viszonylag gyorsan megszereztiik. Ebben a direkt és indirekt
marketingeszkdznek is szerepe volt. Szamos konferencidval miikddtiink egyiitt, mint médiapartner,
fokozottan figyeliink a honlapunk keresdoptimalizalasara, és az egyes konkrét cikkek is konnyen
megtalalhatok. A nemzetk6zi ismertségiinket eddig tobbnyire csak a szerkesztObizottsagi tagok
személyes kapcsolatrendszere jelentette. Az idei évben azonban egy hosszl és sikeres akkreditacios
eljarast kovetden megszereztiik a DOAJ-tagsagot, amely mar szélesebb korben biztosit ismertséget a
TVT-nek és erdsiti a bizalmat a kiilfoldi szerzok korében is.

Dr. Tarrosy Istvan: Egyszeriien természetes volt a 16 éve tartd folyamatban, hogy hatdrozottabban
kilépjlink a nemzetkozi térbe. Egyébként mar az indul6 lapszamunkban 2007-ben is kozoltiink kiilfoldi
szerzOktdl, akkor két tanzaniai kolléga irasat forditottuk magyarra. A misszidnk masik dimenzidja
az, hogy a hazai afrikanisztikai kutatasokat, tudasokat behtizzuk a nemzetkdzi vérkeringésbe, ehhez
pedig nemzetkdzi kapcsolatokat kell fejleszteni, és meg kell jelenni angol nyelven is. Ezen épitkezé-
stinket hatodik éve kovetkezetesen vissziik, és szerencsére tobb partneriink van ehhez. Szeretnénk
erdsebben latszani a nemzetkdzi tudomanyos kozosség szamara, és aztan egyéb projektet bekdtni a

lap segitségével.
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Milyen lépéseket tettetek eddig, meddig jutottatok?

Dr. Tésits Robert: A kozéptavh célok eléréséhez az elofeltételek teljesitése jelentette az elsd 1épést
2020-ban. Ez magéaba foglalta a Modern Geografia honlapjanak teljes atalakitasat, angol nyelvii
valtozatanak elkészitését, az absztraktok, cimek, affilidciok ,,angolositasat”, illetve a DOI-jelzetek
kovetkezetes alkalmazasat. Fontos volt tovabba a stabilitas biztositdsa: a lapszamok kell6 mennyiségii
cikkel valo feltoltése és a pontos megjelenés révén. Ki kellett alakitanunk a mindségi sztenderdeket, a
publikacios modellt, a folydirat-politikat, ezeket elérhetdvé tenni, biztositva az 4tlathatdsagot.

A masodik 1épés mar az 0j aktorok bevonasa volt 2021-ben. A szerkesztdbizottsdg nemzetkdzi
tagokkal boviilt, akik mozgodsitani képesek személyes kapcsolatrendszeriiket is. Egyértemiisiteni
kellett a témaprofilt, elétérbe helyezve a komplex, a nemzetkdzi olvasokozoség szamadra is érdekes
teriileti fokuszt. Palyazni kellett a nemzetkozi aggregdld adatbazisokba, elsd korben johettek a
folyoirat-politikat mindsitok, a fejlodéssel parhuzamosan, a masodik kdrben mar a folyoirat szakmai
mindségét mindsitdk is. A promociod a mennyiségi fejlodést is szolgalta, a kozdsségi média adta lehe-
toségek sokat lenditettek ezen. A kiilfoldi szerzOk bevondsa a direkt megszolitassal €s a meghivasos
tematikus/kiilonszamok segitségével tortént. A mennyiségi boviiléssel egyiitt fontos volt a lektorok
kivalasztasanak gordiilékenyebbé tétele, mindamellett, hogy a szerzket nem presszionaljuk ezzel. A
fejlédéshez még harom csoport egylittmiikodésére szamitunk, més, hasonlo cipdben jaré ambicidozus
szeresztdségekére, a hallgatoink segitségére, valamint kollégdink kapcsolatrendszerére.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: Erdekes kihivast jelentett, hogy hogyan lehet kialakitani egy olyan rendszert,
amely egyszerre szolgélja a hatékony operativ miikddést és a kozép-, valamint hosszu tavl straté-
gidk megvaldsitasat, a kiilonbozd, kordbban emlitett célok elérését. Adodott a felvetés, hogy azok
a vallalatiranyitasi és menedzsmenttechnikak, amelyekkel a céges miikddés is operal, hatékonyan
megvalosithatok, alkalmazhatok-e egy tudoményos folyoirat esetében. A kisérlet eredményeként
kidolgoztunk egy olyan folyamatiranyitasi rendszert, amely lehetdvé teszi szamunkra a beérkezd
munkak kezelését, a kozlési folyamat kiilonbozd allomdsainak nyomon kovetését, valamint a szer-
z6kkel, lektorokkal, egyéb, a technikai megvaldsitdsban kozremitkddd szereplokkel valo hatékony
kommunikaciot is.

Dr. Hohmann Balazs: EbbOl a szempontbol kiemelt fontossdgli volt az els6 harom évfolyam
kovetkezetesen magas szinten torténd megjelentetése, mert ezen idépont utan kezdhetd meg a jegy-
z€kbevétel a legtobb nemzetkodzi indexald szervezetnél. Az elsé szamtol kezdve DOI-azonositdval,
szerzOi szabadsagot engedd Open Access modszerrel, szerzoi jogi megoldasokkal dolgoztunk. Nagy
hangsulyt fektettiink arra, hogy a szerkesztdbizottsagot mar elsd 1épcsOben gy alakitsuk ki, hogy az
abban tevékenykeddk reprezentaljak a hazai szakmai életet és annak kiemelkedd kozpontjait.

Dr. Gonda Tibor: A folyoiratunk folyamatos fejlesztés alatt all. Ez természetes, hiszen mi is tanul-
juk még azt, hogy mitdl valik egy lap nemzetkdzi szinten is versenyképessé. Mint 0j és ambiciozus
periodika, igyeksziink a nemzetk6zi sztenderdeknek és jogyakorlatoknak megfeleléen miikodni.
Fontosnak tartottuk, hogy minél elébb csatlakozzunk a Crossref rendszerhez és DOI-szammal jelen-

tessilk meg a cikkeinket. Ebben, a kornyezetiinkben els6k kozott 1éptiink és mutattunk kovetendd
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példat tobb nagy multa folyodiratnak. Nem titkolom, hogy elégedetlen vagyok az MTA folyoiratokat
tamogaté tevékenységével. A IX. osztalyban Iéteznek folyodirat-besorolasi listak, de ezeket 6t éve nem
aktualizaltak, igy lehetdség sem volt rakeriilni ezekre. Szamunkra ez kiemelt fontossaggal bir, és
remélem, hogy hamarosan végre ezt is realizalni tudjuk.

Dr. Tarrésy Istvan: Oriési fontossaggal birt 2020-ban azon fejlesztés, amely az Egyetemi Konyvtar
hathatos szakmai segitségével az OJS-alapti open access folyodiratok kdzé emelte az Afrika Tanul-
manyokat, DOI-szammal ellatva, stabil elérhetdséget biztositva. Nagy munka volt az 6sszes szam
valamennyi cikkét digitalizalni, illetve attenni a régi honlaprél a kdnyvtar altal biztositott 0j feliiletre.
A mar béven 2020 el6tt megindult nemzetkdziesitésiinket felgyorsitottuk és megerdsitettiik, kibovitet-
tiik a nemzetko6zi tudomanyos tandcsadoi, szerkesztoi, lektori kort, amely elengedhetetlen a mindségi
fejlédéshez. Nagy oromomre szolgél, hogy profi, és a munkankat igazén értd anyanyelvi lektorral,
egy amerikai kollégaval tudjuk a cikkek nyelvi mindségét is garantalni. Ennek fenntartasa komoly
kihivas, elsésorban anyagilag, de 1étsziikségletnek érzem. Megkezdtiik az affilidciok kovetkezetes
feltlintetését, és szépen haladunk a tekintetben, hogy egyre tobb mindségi helyen, adatbazisban

legytiink elérhetéek.
Mik az eddigi tapasztalataitok?

Dr. Tésits Robert: Az eldfeltételek biztositasa, ha van egy jo csapat, aki az tigy mellé 4ll, viszonylag
gyorsan teljesithetd, hiszen sok dolgot csak egyszer kell megcesinélni. Els6sorban személyi feltételek-
rél van tehat szo, egy komoly szaktudassal rendelkezd tanacsadoi hattérrdl (1d. PTE Tudaskozpont),
egy weblapfejlesztordl és segitfkész doktoranduszokrdl a honlap teljes megujitasahoz, nyelvi lekto-
rokra, foként az angol nyelvil absztraktok nyelvhelyessége miatt. Ha allhatatosan és kovetkezetesen
dolgozunk, akkor a stabilitas (lapszdmok pontos megjelenése), a mindségi sztenderdek (politikak,
jogi és szakmai informéciok, publikaciés modellek) kimunkélasa és betartasa viszonylag kdnnyen
megoldhato.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: A folyodirat miikodtetése folyamatosan jelentds eréforrast igényel, kiilonosen
igaz ez a stratégiai célok megvalositasa kapcsan. Mindig frissitjiik, bovitjiik azt a rendszert, amelynek
mara sikeriilt lefektetni az alapjait. Ennek a rendszernek a finomhangolasa, valamint a nemzetkozie-
sedés, a lathatosag fokozasa a legfontosabb megoldando kihivasok jelen pillanatban.

Dr. Hohmann Balazs: Kifejezetten jo tapasztalatokat szereztiink a folyoirat kiadasanak els6 sza-
kaszaban. Azt tapasztaltuk, hogy a folyoirat 1étrehozasat, fejlesztését nemcsak mi magunk érezziik
sziviigyiinknek, hanem orszagos szinten az MTA Konyvtara és Informacios Kozpontjatol, az Egye-
temen pedig a PTE Tudaskdzpontjanak Publikalas- és Kutatastaimogatasi Osztalyatol olyan személyre
szabott, aktiv segitséget kaptunk, amelyek hatalmasat lenditettek a folyoirat mindségén, hitelességén és
nemzetkozi lathatésagan. A folyoirat létrehozasat kifejezetten elismerden fogadtak a hazai szintéren,
nemzetkozileg pedig az elsd lehetséges iddpillanatban sikeriilt megszerezni indexaltsagunkat, amely
mind a lathatosag, mind pedig a folydirat szakmai nivoja szempontjabdl sokat szdmitott. Nagyon
biiszkék vagyunk ra, hogy a DOAJ nemzetkozi mindsitd szervezetnél folydiratunk az egyetlen olyan
jegyzett magyarorszagi jogi folyoirat, amely magyar nyelven is fogad kéziratokat, ezzel tdmogatva a

magyar nyelvli tudoményos élet fejlédését. E mindsités a segitségével szerzéink ugy publikalhatnak
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nalunk, hogy az nemzetkozi szinten is lektoraltnak mindsiil az egyes nyilvantarté rendszerekben (pl.
MTMT).

Dr. Gonda Tibor: A TVT-t 6nkéntesek szerkesztik, és a lelkesedésiink mozgatja. A gyorsabb
fejlddéshez azonban hianyzik egy stabilabb anyagi bazis, és nagy sziikségiink lenne olyan kollégak
segitségére, akik mar vittek végig folyamatot Web of Science-akkreditacion, vagy tudtak csatlakoztatni
valamelyik folyoiratot a Scopus rendszeréhez. Nyilvan fel lehet erre a feladatra késziilni webinariu-
mok és mas tudasmegoszto feliiletek segitségével is, de valdsziniileg gyorsabb és zokkendmentesebb
lenne a folyamat, ha profik iranyitanak azt. Ebben a munkaban nagyon el tudndm képzelni az MTA
segitd szolgaltatasat. Ennek eredményeként par év alatt nagyot lehetne javitani a magyar tudomanyos
folyoiratok nemzetkozi lathatosagan és mindségi besorolasan.

Dr. Tarrosy Istvan: 2023-t61 sziikséges lesz boviteniink a pécsi szerkesztoséget. Elsésorban dok-
toranduszok bevonasat tervezem, akik gordiilékenyebbé és gyorsabba tudjak tenni a szerkesztOségi
reszponzivitast. Szeretném felgyorsitani a kézirattdl a megjelenésig tart6 folyamatot. Nagyon nehéz
finanszirozasi lehetdségeket talalni. Mi szerencsések vagyunk amiatt, hogy van egy stratégiai partne-
riink, a Maltai Szeretetszolgalat, amely kétoldalu egyiittmukodést kotott a PTE-vel, €s tobbek kozott
az Afrika Tanulmanyok folyodirat fejlesztésébe is bekapcsolodott. Szeretném, ha az eddigi jo kozos
tapasztalatainkat, kooperacionkat meg tudnank erdsiteni. Az Egyetemi Konyvtar nélkiil azonban
nem ment volna! Oriési lendiiletet vettiink azzal, hogy a konyvtar szakértd munkatarsai fantaziat
lattak abban, hogy attegyiik a lapot az altaluk menedzselt feliiletre és behtizzuk az OJS-be. Ez utobbi

optimalis kihasznalasat illetden van még mit tenniink, de biztosan jo az irany.
Mik a tavlati célok?

Dr. Tésits Robert: A nemzetkdzi affilidcidval rendelkezd kutatok minél nagyobb ardnyu megszoli-
tasa és ezzel parhuzamosan scopusos, illetve Web of Science-0s hivatkozasok generdldsa. Ezek a
legfontosabb szakmai tervek, amelyek kozéptavon (a Scopus és a WoS adatbazaiba keriilés révén) a
legnagyobb nemzetkozi lathatdsagot tudjak biztositani.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: A céljaink kozott szerepel, hogy a stabil és novekvd hazai publikécios
bazis mellett egyre hatékonyabban jelenhesslink meg a nemzetkozi szintéren is. Ezaltal kialakulhat
egy olyan miihely a Modern Geografia keretein beliill, amely a kutatdsi eredmények megvitatasaba
becsatornazza a szakma nemzetkozi képviseldit is. Erre remek lehetdséget biztosit a foldrajz inter-
diszciplinaris jellege, kiilonb6z6 tudomanyteriileteken miikddd kutatdcsoportok szadmara is lehetéveé
téve a kapcsolodast. Ezen a lehetdségek kommunikalasa, a kozos pontok kiépitése, bovitése részben
mar elkezd6dott, de meghatarozd mértékben a jovo feladata. Mar csak azért is, mert a kotelékek
megszilardulasdhoz hosszabb 1d6 sziikséges.

Dr. Hohmann Baldzs: Egyértelmiien a folydirat nemzetkdzi terjeszkedésének biztositasa. A
szerkesztObizottsagot ugy szeretnénk bdviteni, hogy annak legalabb a fele nemzetkozi affilidcidval
rendelkezd kutato legyen, és szerzdink kozott is szeretnénk minél nagyobb aranyban ilyen szakem-
bereket tudni. A nemzetkozi szakmai halozat kiterjesztésével szeretnénk a folyoirat mellett 1étrehozni
egy rendszeresen megrendezésre keriild szakteriileti konferenciasorozatot és a kdzosséget szolgalo

platformokat, amelyek az informalis kapcsolattartdst is megkonnyitik. Ennek segitségével még
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tovabb novelhetnénk a nadlunk megjelend irasok nemzetkozi lathatosagat, amely hosszu tavon oda is
elvezet, hogy folyoiratunk, megfeleld elokésziiletek mellett alkalmasséa valhat a Scopus, illetve a Web
of Science indexalas elnyerésére €s fenntartasara.

Dr. Gonda Tibor: A DOAlJ-tagsag elnyerésével megkezdtiik mi is a felkésziilést a két legjelentd-
sebb adatbazisba valo bekeriiléshez (Scopus €s a WoS). Ennek érdekében szamos 1épést kell tenniink:
emelni kell a cikkek szakmai szinvonalat, ndvelni kell a visszautasitasi aranyt, angol anyanyelvi
lektoralast kell bevezetni, stb. Fontos persze az is, hogy a szerzéi koriinket boviteni kell kiilfoldi
szerzokkel, valamint az angol nyelven megjelend cikkeink szamat szeretnénk felvinni 50%-ra.

Dr. Tarrosy Istvan: Jelenleg két MTA-bizottsagnal is ,,C” mindsitésti a lap, és nemsokara szii-
letik dontés, hogy lesz-e ezekbdl ,,B” kategoria — van ra esélylink. Szeretném, ha kovetkezetesen
haladhatnank elére az uton, és a hazai afrikanisztikai tudasokat is hatarozottabban — tobbek kozott
a lapunk segitésével — tudnank megmutatni, egyuttal a lap egy nemzetkdzileg jegyzett tudomanyos
vitaforumma valhatna. Ebben az iranyban dolgozunk tovabb és szeretnénk felkésziilni arra, hogy a
nagyon kozeli jovoben bekertiilhessiink a Scopusba €s elnyerjiik mi is a WoS-os indexalast, amit aztan
kemény munkaval meg is tudunk tartani. Ehhez még tobb cikkre, hivatozasra, egylittmiikodésre van

sziikség.
Mire lenne sziikség annak érdekében, hogy ezek a célok megvaldsuljanak?

Dr. Tésits Robert: A munkatarsak megtartasa a megndvekedett, megtizszerez6dott feladatok mel-
lett nagyon nehéz. Mivel nyilt hozzaférést biztositunk, alapelviinknek megfelelden nem keletkezik
bevételiink sem a szerzoktdl, sem az olvasoktol, ezért a nyelvi és szakmai lektoraink, tordeldink,
weblapfejlesztdink évtizedeken at onkéntes munkat végeztek. Ilyen mennyiségii és egyre nagyobb
aranyu kiilfoldi tanulmény esetében kiilsé forrasbevonas nélkiil mindez nehezen fenntarthat6. Mivel
a Modern Geografia multidiszciplinaris, természet- és tarsadalomtudomanyi kéziratokat is befogad,
ezért a tovabbfejlodés alapjat jelentd forrasbevonas a tagabb kozdsség kiemelt érdeke is lehet.

Dr. Alpek B. Levente: A ndovekedéssel parhuzamosan egyre nagyobb szamban kell bevonni a mun-
kaba a legkiilonbozobb teriiletekrdl szakembereket, a bovitési folyamat tovabbi eréforrasokat igényel.
Ezen forrasok folyamatos biztositdsa a folyodirat jovéjének egyik meghatarozé tényezdje.

Dr. Hohmann Balazs: A folybirat megjelentetését a kezdetektdl tarsadalmi munkaban, dnkéntesen
végezziik: a fOszerkesztdi feladatoktdl kezdve, a szerkesztdbizottsag €s lektoraink tevékenységein
at a honlapszerkesztésig. Ahhoz, hogy a kitlizott célokat elérhessiik, sziikség van arra, hogy tovabbi
professzionalis munkaerdt vonjunk be olyan teriileteken, amelyek kulcsfontossaguak a lathatosag
biztositasaban (pl. informatikai feladatok, anyanyelvi lektoralas). Nagy sziikség lenne a folyoirat-szer-
kesztoségek hazai palyazati és egyetemen beliill torténd anyagi tdmogatisara, de emellett azt is
fontosnak tartom megemliteni, hogy tovabbra is kiemelt sziikség van olyan szolgéltatdsokra, mint
amelyet a PTE Tudask6zpontjanak Publikalas- és Kutatastdimogatéasi Osztélya biztositott szdmunkra.
Azok fenntartasaval, fejlesztésével érhetd el kozos siker a nemzetkdzi 1athatdsag felé vezetd uton.

Dr. Gonda Tibor: Sajnos a hazai folyoiratok tdimogatasara nemigen van palyazati tton hozzaférhetd
forrds. Az 6nkéntes munkéanak vannak mennyiségi és mindségi korlatai. Bar a szerkesztdbizottsa-

gunk tagjainak a lelkesedése még fennall, azért a megndvekedett feladatmennyiség indokolja egy
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részmunkaidés szerkesztdségi munkatars foglalkoztatasat. En sajnos ugy latom, hogy a Scopusba
vagy a WoS-be vald bekeriilést sajat er6bol kell megoldanunk, €s stabil tdmogatdi hattér csak ezt
kovetden tud kialakulni. Persze nagyon oOriilnék, ha nem nekem lenne igazam, és példaul az egyetem
vezetése is biztositana forrast a nemzetkozi szintérre igyekvo folydiratok fejlodéséhez.

Dr. Tarrosy Istvan: A pécsi szerkesztOség bovitése, megerdsitése és a szerkesztdségi munka
finomhangolasa, tovabbfejlesztése, az indexaltsagunk erdsitése és bovitése. Tobb olyan eseménnyel
val6 Osszekapcsoltsag fenntartasa, amely a lap promociojat is segitheti, igy példaul az Afrika Kuta-
tokoézpont altal szervezett nemzetkozi konferenciaknal valdo megjelenés, fokuszalt Call for Papers-ok
(amit egyébként csindlunk is) kozzététele, tematikus szamok 0Osszeallitasa. Ezzel parhuzamosan
fontos az OJS-rendszer ,,bejaratasa”, illetve a lektoralasi folyamat gyorsitasa. Mindezekhez rekrutéalni
szeretnék — ahogy azt mar emlitettem — elsdsorban doktoranduszokat, akiknek szintén szamos
szakmai hozadéka is szarmazhat abbdl, hogy bekapcsolédnak egy tudomanyos lap szerkesztésébe,
menedzselésébe. Eleddig sziikos forrasokbdl tudtunk eldre 1€pkedni, jelentds sajat egyéni vallalasokat
téve. Szeretném, ha be tudnank vonni egy komolyabb finanszirozast, amely lehetové tenné szamunkra
a kovetkezO nagy ugrast, €s ez a mi esetiinkben is az egész hazai szakmai kdzosség érdeke is egyuttal,

illetve egyetemiink szamara is egy ujabb mindségi indikatorhoz val6 hozzajarulast eredményezhet.

KOVETKEZTETESEK

Koszonet illeti a négy szerkesztOség aktiv hozzdjarulasat abban, hogy létrejohetett ez a beszélgetés,
amelyrdl nyugodt szivvel kijelenthetd, hogy mérfoldkd a PTE-s folyodiratok egyiittmiikodése terén.
Nagyon sok hasonl6 férumra lenne sziikség, ahol az egyetemi szerkesztOségek és a folyoiratokkal
foglalkoz6 tdmogatd szakemberek eszmét cserélhetnek, megoszthatjdk egymassal a jogyakorlato-
kat, illetve tematizalhatnak olyan problémékat, amelyeknek a megoldéasara egyiitt tobb lehetdség
kinalkozik. Ez az esemény bizonyitotta, hogy sem jogyakorlatbdl, sem kihivasokbol nincs hiany.
A PTE Egyetemi Konyvtar és Tudaskozpont elhivatott azirant, hogy ezeknek az eszmecseréknek a
létrejottében katalizatori, 6sszekotd, adott esetben hdzigazdai szerepet toltson be. Bizom benne, hogy

ez a konferencia az els6 sok hasonl6 esemény koziil, ¢s hamarosan folytatjuk.
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