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1.PREFACE 

As an integral part of the city, the community witnesses urban development. The spatial 
features displayed by the community in different  periods represent  the t rajectory of 
urban development. With the times' development, urban communities' public space has 
experienced different degrees of functional decline. In the past urban development, it seems 
that the only solution to the problem of spatial decay is demolition and reconstruction. 
 
Nowadays, the development center of urbanization has shifted from the horizontal increment of the city to 
the vertical development of the existing stock of the city. The size of the city no longer measures the city's 
quality but the city's characteristics, vitality, and community space—a new growth point for urban quality. 
 
In the past development of urban public space, renewal means the demolition and reconstruction of 
the city. Facts have proved that this renewal model has not only failed to thoroughly improve the 
quality of urban public space and stimulate urban vitality but has brought serious problems of urban 
gentrification, destruction of the urban landscape, and dissipation of urban context and community spirit. 
 
As a new concept of urban public space construction, micro-renewal can protect the historical texture 
and style of the original space based on solving the problem of urban and community stock optimization, 
activate the vitality of urban space, protect the urban context and style, and reshape the spirit of the 
community. In addition,  it can effectively alleviate the problem of urban gentrification as well.

MICRO-RENEWAL PROJECT RENDERING

ROSE-WEST COMMUNITY (SOURCE:RENDERING BY THE AUTHOR

2



2.RESEARCH BACKGROUND

According to statistics from the World Bank [1], 
by the end of 2021, China's urban population 
accounted for 62.51% of the total population. 
Although China's urbanization rate is still somewhat 
different from that of many developed countries 
(e.g., Hungary, Czech Republic, Switzerland, 
Germany, France, UK, USA), it has increased by 
almost 50% compared to China's urbanization rate 
in the 1960s. 

Over the past 60 years, the development of China's 
cities has focused on the solution to the problem 
of housing the expanding urban population, the 
industrialization and modernization of the country's 
urban infrastructure, and the incremental growth of 
horizontal urban development. It was characterized 
by a gradual expansion of the urban landscape, 
a simple program of inner-city demolition and 
redevelopment, and a clear distinction of the city's 
political, economic, and industrial zones. At that 
time, there was an apparent dichotomy between the 
new and the old, and as Corbusier depicted in his 
book, the new city was to be built on flat land [2]. 
Since the 1990s, many residential areas have been 
built in the demolished areas of China's major cities, 
which solved the problems of poor housing and 
living conditions. At the same time, old city streets 
and urban systems were refurbished and renovated. 
In the last decade or so, the scale of cities has 
gradually expanded, the scale of construction has 
continued to grow, and building technology has 
developed rapidly, with over 2 billion square meters 
of the new building area being added each year in 
China [3], making the scale of urban construction 
overgrowing and over a vast area.
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2.RESEARCH BACKGROUND

F o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  t h e  C h i n e s e 
government has been trying to improve 
human living conditions. Since the 
beginning of the new millennium, 
Ch ina  has  i s sued  seve ra l  l ega l 
documents related to the renewal of 
public spaces in old communities to 
promote urban renewal further and 
increase the livability of cities. The 
author summarized the documents in 
chronological order 

According to the data on the renovation 
of old neighborhoods released by 
the Ministry of Housing and Urban-
Rural Development of the People's 
Republic of China in 2020,thirty-
two provinces have already renovated 
old neighborhoods, and 70% of the 
renovation projects have been started 
. From the chart, we can get two 
conclusions. 
1. the scope of community renovation 
in China is enormous, involving almost 
all areas of China's inland provinces. 
2. the scale of communities is large, 
and the base of community renovation 
is vast. 
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3.STATEMENT

The author combines the traditional community and urban public space construction projects with the 
"micro-renewal" design concept to combine theory and practice. Through the analysis and summary 
of the design principles and methods of micro-renewal, as well as the construction methods and 
technical requirements of public space, it presents urban and community public spaces that integrate 
functionality, aesthetics, culture, and artistry.
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4.THESES

THESIS 1.

Community public space plays a crucial role as one of the primary places for 
community residents to interact and engage in activities. However, the quality of 
public space cannot be measured solely by its scale and quantity. The concept of 
"micro-renewal" emphasizes the diversity of resident activities as a critical factor in 
evaluating the quality of public space. Therefore, in the micro-renewal of public space, 
emphasis should be placed on enhancing the diversity of community public space, 
including its landscape, entertainment, and interactivity. This approach can improve 
the quality of life of community residents and the community's overall image, creating 
a more vibrant and attractive community environment.

Multiple functions of community public space
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4.THESES

Heritage protection (before)
Analyse before micro-renewal

Heritage protection (after)

THESIS 2.

Compared to the overall development 
of a community, micro-renewal places 
greater emphasis on cultural preservation 
and integrating cultural elements into the 
renovation process. From the perspective 
o f  m i c r o - r e n e w a l ,  t h e r e  i s  a  n e w 
understanding of cultural preservation 
for both the community and the city, with 
cultural heritage being regarded as objects 
for protection and development during the 
renovation process and the reshaping of 
their role in urban life. Micro-renewal of 
public spaces takes advantage of cultural 
heri tage 's  protect ive and funct ional 
development  to  s t imulate  residents ' 
awareness  of  community  and urban 
cultures. Based on community consensus, 
micro-renewal helps build community 
cohesion and fosters community spirit.
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4.THESES 

THESIS 3.

How to use the brownfields and land stocks is worth exploring from the micro-renewal perspective.

Those lands, abandoned and unfulfilled in development, could be active spaces after the micro-renewal 
process and provide more public facilities and services to enhance living standards for residents.  

In micro-renewal, paying attention to brownfield and stock land and how to increase the value of existing 
resources is essential. Improve the functionality and quality of the community's stock land through 
renewal, renovation, optimization, Etc., create a more complete and better community landscape, provide 
residents with a more convenient and comfortable living environment, and then increase the value of the 
community's stock land, and promote sustainable development of the community.
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4.THESES 

THESIS 4.

The community public landscape 
should be part of the urban block 
system landscape. Whether it is a 
medium-sized city or a metropolis, 
the city's vitality comes from the 
activities of urban residents in the 
city, and the factor that affects the 
activities is that the city will establish 
blocks that can stimulate public 
activities.

The micro-renewal of the public 
space in the community should not 
only focus on the vitality and space 
quality of the current community 
but also face the development of 
the future block to meet the needs 
of future block life. At present, the 
micro-renewal is aimed at the spatial 
quality of the community and serving 
the residents of the community. In 
the future, it is necessary to integrate 
the public spaces inside and outside 
the community through micro-
renewal to form an overall public 
landscape with vitality and promote 
the flow of people. In the future 
urban development process, it is 
necessary to incorporate the public 
space texture within the community 
into the city blocks to deal with the 
development of the block life in the 
future city.
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4.THESES 

THESIS 5.

Community spirit and public participation complement each other. The prerequisite for establishing 
community spirit is to arouse residents' awareness of the community's public spaces and to give residents 
the right to know, choose and participate. The combination of questionnaire design and participatory 
landscape design can make Residents' participation in the construction, operation, and maintenance of 
community public spaces can effectively improve community spirit.
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