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Figure 1. Stone tablet with calligraphy (Chinese word symbols)
(Photographed by Wang Jie)
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Figure 2. Modeling symbols
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Figure 3. Color symbols
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Figure 4. Material symbols
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THESIS 1

Humans are being in a world of symbols created by themselves, so their lives
are inseparable from symbols. Through the study of symbols, it is concluded that,
designing is closely related to symbols, as a kind of creative social activities, the
interior design has explicit symbolic characteristics. The symbols of interior design
are mainly made up of modeling, color and material, interior designers establish an
interior design symbol system with its own characteristics through the selection,
arrangement, combination, and regeneration of these design symbols.



Semiotics interior design

Figure 5. The relationship

THESIS 2

Study and application of principles of semiotics help and guide designers to
carry out work of interior design, which is a new research method for the theory
and practice of interior design. The strong practical significance motivates
the application and development of semiotics in the interior design. Since the
semiotics is a scientific research method, and interior design is a kind of visual
creative art, the combination of the two provides to the interior design scientific
arguments, theoretical basis that can also result in the development of specific
form a scientific interior design symbol system.

THESIS 3

While preparing a design project, it is advised to extract appropriate interior
design symbols via identification of characteristics of symbols and their semiotics,
and to apply them according to geographical location, surrounding environment,
historical determinations, expectations of user, functional requirements, etc.



Figure 6. The ways of application of interior design symbols

THESIS 4

The way of application of interior design symbols is twofold: first, designers can
skillfully adopt different classic design symbols directly; second, designers can
re-formulate the symbols to summarize and integrate different types of design
symbols into one by grouping and refining as well.




Figure 7. The living room

THESIS 5

Applying a variety of symbols in an interior design project, such as different
kinds of modeling symbols, color symbols and material symbols, in order to
achieve a good design effect and to form a good communication with the user, the
usage of symbols must be integrated with the overall ambience. This also requires
to pay attention to the rationality of the application, and to match the fashion of the
day in the aesthetic perspective.



Application of the results of the research on symbol and semiotics is
demonstrated in my interior design project.



Figure 9. The living room and sunshine room
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